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CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS 
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DUCATION or CHILDREN. 


GENTLEMEN, 


A 2 


BA S there cannot be a more generous 
- diſpoſition in the human mind, 
han a ſolicitous concern for the happi- 
$$ of others, and the proſperity of the 
ublic ; fo there cannot be a more effec- 


tual 
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tual method of promoting this impor- 
tant intereſt, than cultivating the un- 


derſtanding» of the poor, ſowing the 


ſeeds of Religion early in their. hearts, 
and cheriſhing a ſpirit of virtue and in- 
duſtry among them. The moſt able 
pPhiloſophers and lawgivers have always 


conſidered the education of youth, as 
the moſt certain ſource of national wel. 


fare; and formerly, in ſome countries, 
the children were ;*moved from the care 
of their own parents, and brought up 


under a regular diſcipline eſtabliſhed at 
the public expence. 


The many wiſe and pious inſtitutions 


for this purpoſe, which have been plant- 
ed and now flouriſh amongſt us, bear 
ſome reſemblance to ti is excellent pat- 


tern, and are happily calculated not 
only for the temporal relief, but for the 
eternal benefit of our fellow creatures: 
and I look, with pleaſure, upon You, 
GENTLEMEN, who, from a real regard 
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to the general good, ſtand forth. as the- 


Governors and Truſtees of theſe charities, 


and kindly ſuperintend theſe Jabeurs of 


love; Be animated with that zeal. which: 
becomes your ſtation, and be the Guar- 
dians of the ſouls of the poor as well as 


of their bodies. It is in your power—- 


permit me to ſay, it is your province, it 


is your duty to appoint proper officers 


and maſters, and to inſpect their con- 
duct: to preſcribe the methods of in- 
ſtruction, and put uleful books into 
their hands; that ſo the growing gene- 
ration may be formed to piety, train- 
ed to the love and practice of all ſocial 
duties, and fitted for the different em- 


ployments to which it ſhall pleaſe God 


to call them. 


Objections indeed have Been raiſed by 
ſome ſpeculative men againſt theſe inſti- 
tutions ; but the principle, which at any 
time reſtrains us from ſpreading uſe- 
ful knowledge 
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to civilize the mind; in proportion as 


© > 


among the poor, is not leſs impolitiqq wor. 
than irreligious. Ignorance is geneſiere 
rally accompanied by obſtinacy, andſſper! 
creates a fierceneſs of manners, and anf hun 
impatience of controul, highly in. latte 
jurious to Government, and produc. He. 
tive of the moſt flagrant crimes; bu Hi 
pure Religion has a powerful tendency fort 
cul: 


nar! 
par 


it makes a progreſs in the hearts of 
men, it ſoftens their natural rough- 
neſs, and transforms them into neuf hap 
creatures; it inſpires ſentiments of mu- ¶ tel, 
tual benevolence, and promotes the ſpur 
general intereſt of ſociety, teaching giv 
them to adorn every ſtation of life the 
with the practice of thoſe virtues which | ane 
are ſuited to it, and making them good of 
citizens, good ſervants, good huſbands, vie 


and good fathers, _ = PO 


der 


Hiſtory is one of the beſt repoſito- | %% 
Ties of uſeful knowledge and inſtruc- 
tion for both the moral and political 
world; 
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DEDICATION. :v 
world; but Sacred Hiſtory is very dif- 
ferent from profane, and infinitely ſu- 
perior to it. The former relates only 
human and temporal events; but the 
intercourſe between 
Heaven and Earth, and reveals the 
Hiſtory of Divine Providence. The 
former regards only the fate of parti- 
circumſcribed within 
narrow bounds, and tranſmitted by 
partial writers, in an imperfect, per- 
haps a fabulous manner; but the lat- 
ter, which is written by heavenly 1n- 
ſpiration, and 1s therefore Truth itſelf, 
gives an account of the beginning of 
the World, and the original of Man, 
and explains the great deſign and end 
of his creation: it alſo extends our 
view beyond this tranſitory world, and 
points out the way to another and bet- 
ter, that new Heaven and new Earth, 
wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs. , 
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The following pages are an abridgts 
ment of the ſacred Il it iy, and intended 
to wake the way plain and eaſy to it. 
They bring the Old and New 74a. 
ment into a narrow compaſs, and are 
adapted to the underſtanding and ca- 


pacity of all. If they prevent, in any] 
meaſure, thoſe confuſed notions, which 


it 


age 
hig 


inſſ 


| cul 


ma 


are apt to prevail upon reading the- 


Scriptures in an irregular deſultory | 
manner; if they engage any _ ] 


perſons to look upon the Goſpel, 


founded in truth, and of great . | 
portance to their happineſs; and 
teach them to peruſe it with modeſty | 
and candour, with attention and plea- 


ſure, the end will be well anſwered, 
and the little labour _— recom- 
penſed. 


This little book is thereſore, with 
great deference and reſpect, offered to 
You, GENTLEMEN, as ye are the Fa- 


thers and Guardians of the poor: and 
it 
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it ſolicits your protection and patron- 
age with no other view,. and in no 
higher degree, than as it tends to 
inſpire religious ſentiments, . and to 


| cultivate Truth and Virtue among 
mankind, 


I am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your obedient 


Humble Servant, 


W. 8. 


P R E F A G KE. 


A Little obſervation upon the preſent fate 


, of Religion will convince us, That there is 


much more of the form than of the power of : 


it amongſt us: and we may be as eaſily 
convinced of our obligation to promote, as 
| far as our influence reacheth, the life and ſub- 


ſtance of it, and to make men real, inſtead. 


of merely nominal Chriſtians. This, however, 
cannot be expected, unleſs the doctrines and 
| precepts of Religion be clearly explained. 
Chriſtianity muſt be underſtood, before it can 
be properly received; and even the leaſt im- 
provement either in faith or practice depend 
upon knowledge. 


It 


hands of his pupils. 


ter 
It is an unhappy caſe, when they who have 
the training up of the loweſt, but moſt nu- 


merous part of the community, fall ſhort o 
that important truſt: yet there is reaſon to 


_ apprehend, that the failure in education ariſes 
not ſo much from the want of capacity in| 
' thoſe who are to learn, as from the want ef 
ſkill, in thoſe who are to teach. To im- 
prove the reaſon, and form the grow-P 
ing mind, is indeed a difficult ſcience: It re-. 
quires a clear judgment, a diligent attention, 
and a prudent addreſs ; inſtead of which we 
generally find a great degree of ignorance, Þ 
indolence, and inexperience. 4 maſter ſhould Þ 
fully underſtand what he preter.'s to teach, 
and be capable of explaining in fret and eaſy þ 
language, the books, which he puts into the 
He ſhould cheriſh an] 
affectionate concern for their welfare, and 
conſider how much their happineſs depends 
upon the faithful execution of his office. 
He ſhould make himſelf acquainted with their 
humour, their diſpoſition, and talents, and | 


regulate his conduct. accordingly. He ſhould 


adapt their leſſons and exerciſes to their ca- 


pacities ; and, inſtead of reſting in a formal 
ITE reading, 


o have 
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PREFACE. ili 
reading, or verbal repetition of them, ſhould 
ſtudy, by all means, to convey meaning and 
ſentiment together with the words, and im- 


— | preſs them deeply on the heart. 
ity in 
_ of dually inſtructed: ſome notions of Religion 
9 1 ] muſt be early inſinuated into it; and the 
has more ſimple and conſiſtent theſe are, the more 
It IP ſucceſs may be expected. The difficulty is 
OY 4 to find proper yet plain words to convey true 
ich we ideas; to ſuit our expreſſions and addreſs to 
a temper and apprehenſion of children: for 
ſhould no inſtruction can be profitable, if it be not 
teach, | comprehended, or if it weary, embarraſs, or 
id eaſy N millead them. A teacher cannot be too in- 


ato the Þ telligible: he ſhould explain every term and 


phraſe which occurs; he ſhould not let a 
thought or a word paſs, till it be underſtood; 
he ſhould clear every ſtep of the way as he 
proceeds, and lead them on gently by the 
hand from one degree of knowledge to ano- 
„ en | ther. Thus indeed they will go on ſlowly, 
but {till they will go forward; and whatever 


The infant mind muſt be gently and gra- 


is done, will be well done. Short frequent 
exerciſes, ſuited to their age and abilities, 
make 


" nn. , 
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make a deeper impreſſion, and are more im- 
proving, than long heavy taſks, which grow 
irkſome, to a degree even of diſguſt, and de- 
feat the end of the teacher. In the ſchool of 


Chriſt, as well as in any human ſcience, the] 


buſineſs muſt be done by inſenſible degrees; 
a little one day, and a little another; ine 


upon line, and precept upon precept: thus they 


will grow in knowledge, as they do in ſtature, 
and become well-eſtabliſhed Chriſtians; for 
according to the juſt and beautiful obſervation 
of an excellent maſter *, « the minds of chil- 


« dren are like veſſels with narrow necks, 
cc which receive but little liquor, when it is 
( poured upon them in abundance ; but are 
cc inſenſibly filled, if it is poured i in Se 
Tn and as it were drop by drop.” 


Nothing is better ad. to hx in the 
minds of children what they read, than inter- 
rogating them frequently concerning it. For 


this purpoſe, it 1s recommended to the maſter 


to queſtion them at firſt upon the meaning of 


particular words and expreſſions ; 3 and aftere 
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wards, according to their improvement, to 


make them give an account of the moſt eaſy 
and repeat the ſubſtance of a ſtory. 


In the doing of which, he ſhould point out 


the path, remove all difficulties in their way, 


remind them of the moſt material circum- 
ſtances, and give them ſuch aſſiſtance, as 
they ſtand in need of, till, by cuſtom and di- 


ligence, they can do it alone. Some pains 


ſhould be taken alſo to encourage the curioſity 


which is natural te cuildren, that they may 
themſelves aſk queſtions and enquire into the 


ſenſe and meaning of expreſſions and things, 
in which caſe they ſhould be always ſatisfied 


readily and cheerfully, by clear and expreſs 
anſwers, and commended for their deſire of 
knowledge and information. It is eafy to 
comprehend, how uſeful this ſort of exerciſe 
may be to expand the mind, to enlarge the 
underſtanding, to ſtrengthen the memory; and 
to improve the judgment. 


As the language of facts is more perſuaſive 
and powerful than that of words, great care 
ſhould be taken in explaining the ſtories of 
the Bible, 1 imprinting them on the heart. 

Theſe 
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Theſe are calculated to pleaſe perſons of the 
loweſt capacity, and at the fame time inſpire 


noble ideas. But we cannot be tos cautious in 
ſeparating the good part from the bad part of 


an example; that the name of a good man 
in the whole may not be thought to juſtify 
any particular bad action. By proper obſer- 


vations on the characters which are there ſet Þ | 
forth, the underſtandings and inclinations of 
youth may be eaſily trained to goodneſs, and 
their memories enriched with powerful incite- | 
ments to it. They may be fortified againſt F 
the contagion of falſe prejudices and vicious F 


cuſtoms ; and be confirmed in this important r; 


maxim, that Virtue is the real good of man. 


The great art of education is to lighten the 


burden of the work, and render it agreeable f 


and pleafant. It may be impoflible, indeed, 


totally to diveſt young perſons of the opinion, 


That learning is labour: but when it is en- 
livened with variety, and the affections are 
intereſted, knowledge becomes pleaſant to the 
ſoul, and the mind ſeeks after it with greedi- 
neſs. The accuſtomed mode of putting the 
Bible into the hands of children, and cauſing 
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em to read difficult and obſcure paſſages, 


fore they can have the leaſt coneeption of 


hat they are doing, and while they con- 
der it as a burdenſome and grievous taſk, 


Eturally creates a diſlike to the book, which 


ſhould be their greateſt joy to peruſe : and 
Dany have contracted a prejudice againſt it in 


teir youth, which has remained through all 


Peir lives. 


| The deſign of this little Book is to give a 
neral idea of the hiſtorical and doctrinal . 


arts of Scripture, in a plain intelligible, man- 


er; to infuſe into the tender breaſt ſome - 
Hall ta'te and reliſh for the Oracles of Truth, 
d to kindle and cheriſh a deſire of improv- 
n in ſpiritual knowledge; for it is Deſire, 
hich ſtirs up all the powers of human nature 
d their proper exerciſe, and excites thoſe af- | 
Rionate and earneſt endeavours, which en- 


re ſucceſs. 


The cultivation of the mind depends wholly, | 
the beginning of its exiſtence, on the care 
che parents: and it is very natural for them 
look with pleaſing expectation upon their 
„ own 
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own Offspring, and to direct them in the 
paths of a religious education from the ver 
ſtate of Infancy. Have you been the inſtru. 
ments of their being, and will you not ſtriz: 
to make that being agrecable and happy! 
Are you anxicus for the mere preſervation di 
their animal life, and can you neglect the 


nurture of their rational and ſpiritual part! 


Conſider, they are immortal creatures, com- 
mitted to your ſpecial and immediate charge, 
by the great Father of all; and it is your in- 
diſpenſible duty, as far as it is in your power, 
to preſerve the precious truſt, You are to 
watch the firſt dawnings of reaſon, and to 
form the riſing thought; to cultivate the un- 
derſtanding in its tender ſtate, and imprek 
religious truths upon the mind; to open every 
bloſſom of piety and goodneſs, and cherith it 
to full maturity, 


You ſhould do this, by inſtilling good in- 
ſtructions in frequent and familiar converſa- 
tion, and enforcing thoſe inſtructions with the 
perſuaſive argument of an uniform example; 
dy being particularly attentive to thoſe who 
aſſociate with them, and having, in the choice 
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in tiWof their companions and ſervants, a principal 
regard to their diſpoſitions and morals. Nor 
let your care ſtop here; extend it to the choice 
of ſchools and maſters ; and let it be your de- 
termined reſolution, to give the preference to 


thoſe, who, while they grace the underitand- 


the ven 
> inftry. 
ot ſtrize 
happy! 
ation 0 
lect the 
al part human ſcience, make it an eſſential part of 
s, com- their employment to ground them in thoſe 


charge, principles of our Holy Religion, upon which 


your in- their everlaſting welfare gepends. 
r power, 
u are to 


, and to 


the un- 
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[HE CREATION OF THE WORLD. 


ay M the beginning God created the 
dog. 4 heaven and the earth, The great 


Creator himſelf never had a begin- 


ng. God is from everlaſting to everlaſting. 
ut there was a time, when this worid and all 
ings in it began to be. He made them at 
s own pleaſure ; at that time, and in that man- 
r, which he ſaw beſt and fitteſt for the won- 
rful work. He created the Sun, Moon, and 


tars; he made the air, the earth, and the ſea, 


d filled them with various living creatures, 
ds, beaſts, and fiſhes. He then formed man 


| the duſt of the ground, and called him 
B Adam 


THE CREATION. 


de 


Adam (becauſe that word in Jebrew ſignißch uit 
earth or ground) and infuſed into him the bre 1 
of life: ſo that he is related both to ſpirit a alle 


matter, and hath both united in himſelf. 


It was not good, however, for man to be alin f 


fre 
ne 


to remain deſtitute of a rational companion 8 
therefore the Almighty, having taken one þ git 


his ribs, while he was fleeping, made a v 


or 


man of it, and ſhe became his wife. God prof the 


bably formed the woman in this particular mar 


ner, to remind huſbands and wives of their ne: ; 
relation, and the tender love which ought iÞ 


ways to ſubſiſt between them. Adam call: 
her Eve, that word ſignifying fe, becauſe 


was to be the mother of ail living. On the i$# 


venth day God reſted from his works; not th; 
the creation was attended with any /absur af 

fatigue to him; but having finiſhed the thin! 
which he intended to make at that time, : 
left oft. He then viewed them with pleaſur 
and pronounced them to be very good. 


(5 What an idea of the power of God do 
the creation give us! He only ſaid, Let th 
be light, and there was light. He ſpake, and ib 


earth was made: the heavens and all the hijt 
them had their being by the breath of his mat! 
e is as iſe too, as he is powwerful 
the more we conſider the beauty, the variet 
and the uſefulneſs of the things which 2: 
made, the more clearly do we ſee, that th 
ace the works of the higheſt wiſdom and cor 
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* ſignifg trivance. O Lord, how manifold are thy wo; bil 

the br, in Wiſdom haſt thou made them all, —Flow great 
ſpirit aH allo is the goodneſs of God ! It is owing to his 
Arg free goodneſs that any creatures were formed; 
o be als and his tender mercies are over all his <vorks, In 
mpaniorÞþ him ave live, and move, and have our being, He 
. þ giveth us all things richly to enjoy, and hath be- 
ade | ved ſuch lode upon us, that we ſhauld be called 


God pro the fons of Cod. 

a FE Who can ſufficiently bellies the works of 
3 thy power, wiſdom and goodneſs, O thou all- 
nde creating and all-ſupporting God? who can utter 
5 all thy pr arſe 4 Imprint upon my mind a deep 
cause ſenſe of thine infinite excellencies ; and teach 
On the me; O thou Father of Spirits, to love thee 
not th with all my heart, to fear thee with the pro- 
Lows an foundeſt reverence, to put a ſteady truſt and 
the thin! ; 
time, adoration, and to honour and obey thee in the 


| pleaſurf whole courſe of my lite. 
J. 1 1 = 
God dof 5 

„ . 


Let the 
ke, and ii PHE. FALL 


his mat! MAY was created innocent and upright, 


powwerful 
je variet) 
which 
that thi 
1 and col 

trivance 


after the image of God; (for it is in tact? 
reſpects that the ſcriptures ſay, man was made in 
the image of God.) He was immediately placed 
in te fruitful and pleaſant garden of Eden, 

B 2 where 


confidence in thee, to worſhip thee with a pure 


with powers of underſtanding and will, 
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8 THE FALL OF MAN. 


where he enjoyed many happy tokens of he eon 


Maker's love, and was indulged in the free uf 
of all the delights, which ſurrounded him; withÞ 
one only reſtraint, as a teſt or trial of his obe- 


dience. He was forbidden to touch the fruit] dil; 


of one tree, in the middle of the garden, which þ 
was called the Tree of Knowledge, the know- f 


ledge of Good and Evil; with a ſolemn aſ— N el 
ſurance from God, that if he did touch it, he * 


ſhould die. 


Our firſt parents, while they were obedient toÞþ © 


God, enjoyed uninterrupted eaſe and happineſs; | 
and if they had preſerved their innocence in] 


this ſtate of trial, would have been raiſed, in jan 


due time, from earth to heaven. But they! 


ungratefully broke the divine command; and k 


ate-of the fruit of that tree, which they were 
forbidden to eat. Thus fin entered into the 
world, and death by {in : The human conſtitu— 
tion, was immediately debaſed and impaired; 
and a ſinful corrupt nature, ſubject to diſeaſe 
and death, was derived from Adam to all his 
poſterity. 

E What could be the cauſe of their guilt? 
What could induce them to commit an act, 
by which they forfeited their life and happineſs3 
and how could they be prevailed on to dif- 
obey their great Creator and Benefactor?— 
It was by giving ear to evil counſel : for the 
Devil, the grand adverſary of God and Man, 
appeared | in the form of a fiery Serpent, or, as 
dome 


— —ñ—ä—  TIIE—E"n 


of histome think the original word may be tranſlated, 
Za flaming Angel, like one of thoſe who at- 
© tended the Lord. 


in heaven, but was caſt dewn for his pride and 


free uſe 
m; with 
his obe- 
he fruit! 
1, which! 
> know- 
mn al- 


aiſed, in 
ut they 
1d ; and 
ey were 
into the 
onſtitu- 
npaired ; 
o diſeaſe 
> all his 


ir guilt? 
„ An acts 
ppineſs3 
to diſ- 
Ctor ?— 
for the 
1d Man, 
1 
Jome 


MAN. 


THE-FALL-©.F 


5 


He was origina! ly an angel 


diſobedience; and is repreſented in icripture 


as full of malice, en vy, and deceit, ſceking - 
| ſpread miſery and ruin thro” the world, by ſug- 
geſting evil thoughts, and tempting men to in. 
1 it, he 

by artfully raiſing in her mind a fooliſh wicked 
edient to | curiofity, and a deſire of happineſs above her 
ppineſs; ſtate, prevailed on her to taſte the forbidden 
ence in fruit. She was pleaſed with the reliſh of it, 
and perſuaded her huſband alſo to eat ſome. 
Their eyes were immediately opened; they ſaw 
their guilt and their wretchedneſs, and felt 
the ſtings and laſhes of an avenging con- 


With this dreadful deſign he accoſted Eve, and 


ſcience. ¶ The wicked are like the troubled ſea, 


when it cannot reft, whoſe waters * up 1 mire. 


3p ui. 


Before they had ſinned, they had been gra- 


ciouſly admitted to converſe with their Maker, 
and had unſpeakable delight in the ſacred inter- 


courſe; but as ſoon as they had tranſgreſſed his 
command, ſhame and conſciouſneſs of guilt took. 
place; they were afraid of his looking on them, 


and when they heard the ſound of his preſence in 
the garden, endeavoured to hide themſelves from 
him. ( But, alas! there is no darenejs nor jhas 
due, death, where the workers F iniquiry may 
hue themſelves. He called forth the criminals, 

B 3 who 


6 THE FALL OF MAN. 


who tried to excuſe themſelves by throwing th; 
blame of their wickedneſs upon others. Adan 
laid the blame of what he had done upon 0 
wife; and Eve, on the other hand, accuſed tu 
Serpent. (7 God, however, ig not mocked : pal 05 | 
lating excuſes are but as a ſpider's web ; while ; 
an honeſt confeſſion and reſolution of amendmenſ the 
will effectually recommend the ſinner to mercy ob 
—He immediately pronounced ſentence upoſ day 
the offenders; but at the ſame time, to com. "life 
fort them under their diſtreſs, He gave them gr 
gracious intimation, that he would raiſe up nf by 
future time a Deliverer, who ſhould bruiſe thqd the 
ſerpent's head, and triumph over their maliciouſ rer 
enemy. He then drove them out of the gardena 
Paradiſe, and ſent them into a country toward} 
the eaft, where they were obliged to dig ani 
labour for their ſupport, till at laſt being worn 
out with old age and infirmities, they died. 
e We fin againſt God, when we neglect to 
do what he has commanded, or when we do what E 
he has forbidden: and we may judge of thef 
hatred of God againſt fin, by the puniſhment in-Þ cr 
flicted upon Adam, and the expreſs declaration o 4 
his holy word. The ſoul, that ſinnetb, ſhall die: th 
and the wages of ſin is death. This death con- th 
ſiſteth, not merely in the ſeparation of the ſoul de 
from the body, but more eſpecially in the ſepara-Jſ 
tion of the ſoul and body, when re- united, from 
the bleſſed preſence of God. Fear not then © 
2wha Fill the body, but are not able to kill the ſeul:. & 
but 


CAIN AND AB E 1. 7 


3 ut rather fear him who is able t9 deftroy both 
Wing tops ou, and body in hell. How great then is the 
Js Adar Epuilt and foily of thoſe, who make a mock at ſin, 
upon if nnd take pleaſure in that, which is ſo offenſive to 
cuſed th: their Creator, and productive of ſo much miſery! 
ked : pal. O, et us all confeis our offences at the footſtool 
eb ; While of a pure God; and with ſincere dependence on 
nendmenty he great Mediator and Redeemer, who was but 
to mercy, Pobſcure] y revealed to Adam, but who in theſe our | 
nce upo days hath been manife/t in the fieſh, and brought 
to com. life and immortality to light, let us embrace the 
'e them {gracious terms of the new covenant; and reſolve 
uſe up in by the divine aſſiſtance to cleanſe our hearts from 
Ir uiſe 5 thi the love of fin, to cheriſh an hatred and abhor- 
malicious rence of it, and to bring forth fruit unto holineſs. 
garden off 5 . £ 
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lied. e AILIN AN D AB EL. 

neglect to N 5 
e do wal MIN and Abel, the two firſt fons of Adam 


ge of the and Eve (whoſe family was gradually in- 
ment 1n- 
aration o Abel was a keeper of ſheep, but Cain was a tiiler of 


ſhall die the ground. Their tempers were as different as 


eath con- their occupations. Abel was a lover of righ- 


the ſoull teouſneſs, and obedient to his parents; but Cain 
ie ſepara} was obſtinate and wicked; neither fearing God, 
ted, from nor loving man. It was uſual, in the infancy 
not then of the world, to preſent oblations to God, the 
' the ſeuli giver of every good gift; and when the bro- 

but B 4 thers 


creaſed) purſued very different employ.nents. 
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8 c AIN AND AB E L. 


thers brought their offerings Abel of the 2 ici 
lings of bis fect; and Cain of the fruit of the wal 
ground : the facrifice of Abel, on account oi und 
his piety and goodneſs, was more acceptable toÞno 
God, than the offering of Cain; and God bor ( 
witneſs to his gifts, by ſome viſible token a Car 
his favor. The Lord alſo condeicended to Do 
reaſon with Cain, and to aſſure him, that if he wat 
would be good and righteous, he and his of- wit 
fering ſhould likewiſe be accepted. But, in-] full 
ſtead of reforming his behaviour and temper, ma 
he grew worſe and worſe: he hated his bro- Þ dep 


ther more and more; and at length his malice exc 


and anger became fo violent, that he roſe 9 
againſt Abel and flew him. He flattered himſelf Þ 
that there was no witneſs of his guilt, and that Þ 
no one would know it : But there is no fafety, 
except in innocence and virtue, Wherever we 

are, and whatever we do, we are under the im- 
mediate eye of God. The Almighty Judge was a 


ſ pectator of the erimeʒ and afterwards exnoſtulat- 


hajt thou done © I be voice of thy brother's oH cries 188 


eth fromthe gratns. He then pronounced judg- | % 
ment upon the murderer: in conſequence of | © 
which Cain removed with his wife and children 14 
from his habitation; and having wandered from * 

N 


place to place, & a fugitive and a Vagabond, at 
length ſettled in the land of Ned He however 50 
till carried the mark of his guilt along with 
him. He was vexed with the horror of con- 


{cicnce 
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THE FLOOD, 9 


ſcience within, and calamities without; and 
walked upon earth a woeful ſpectacle, labouring 
under the diſtemper of a wounded ſpirit which 
no medicine can cure. 

Learn from the wickedneſs and miſery of 


Cain, to correct and regulate your on life. 
Do net content yourſelf with the mere out- 
ward forms of devotion, but lift up your heart 
| his of- with your hands unto the Lord. G uard care- 
fully againſt the firſt approaches of hatred and 
E malice, left they ſhould increaſe upon you by 
his bro- degrees, and hurry you into the moſt ſnocking 
exceſſes. 
furious man aboundeth in tranſgrejjuns. 
d himſelf f 

and that Þ 


An angry man ſiirreth up /trife, und 


HR FP. IV. 


7 H K F L O o p. 


Chriſt 


GO was pleaſed to comfort Adam 


74. and Eve for the loſs of Abel, by giv- 


ing them another ſon, whom they called Seth. 


—AMoſes, who wrote this account, has not giv- 
en us the names of all the children of Adam; 
for he intended only to ſet forth the creation, 
and ſome remarkable events, and to point out the 
particular family from which the Saviour ct the 
world was to ariſe. I'he deſcendants of Seth 
were ſo eminent for their piety and virtue, 
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18 THE F L O O ©. 


that they were called the ſons of God and one 1 


of them, Enoch, was fo beloved by the Al. 


mighty, that he was taken up into heaven, ſ 
without ſuffering the pains of death: but the Il 
family of Cain, being impious and corrupt, 
were called by way of diſtinction, the ſons ani 


daughters of men, 


After a long courſe of time, however, the q 


deſcendants of Seth alſo neglected the worſhip [Chr 
and ſervice of the great Creator: and being“ 


allured by the beauty of the women, who | 
were of the race of Cain, gave themſelves up rat 
to the indulgence of ſinful appetites. By de- A 
grees the human race was overſpread with {in; ſh 


all elt corrupted its way upon the earth, and 
every imagination of the heart was only evil con 


| tinually. God was pleaſed to uſe various me- 


thods to bring them to repentance, and turn 
them from their evil ways: but they would 
not hear his voice; they trampled upon his 
mercies, and deſpiſed all his warnings; and 


grew worſe and worſe, more and more aban- ſþ 
doned; till the time of puniſhment came, and 


the Almighty deſtroyed the world of the ungodly 
by a flood of waters. 

But Noah found grace in the eyes if the Lord. 
Neah was a juſt man, and walked with God: te 
was diligent in the diſcharge of his duty both 
towards God and towards man, and therefore 
God was pleaſed to ſave him from the general i 
deſtruction; and not only him, but for his ſake, 

| his 


the Al. 


but the 
corrupt, 


ſons ani 


worſhip 
d being 
en, Who 
elves up 

By de- 
with ſin; 
th, and 
evil con- 
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ind turn 
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the Lord. 
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his 


THE FLOOD. 11 


and one his wife, and his three ſons, and their wives. 
For this purpoſe he commanded him to make a 
heaven, : rge veſſel, called an Ark, after a particular 
plan; and when it was completed, He ſhut up 
and ſecured in it him and his family, and /ome 
a every living thing of all fleſh, with proper 
proviſion for their ſubſiſtence. 
ver, the... 
Chit on with great violence. In the very ſame 
349. day, all the fountains of the great deep were 
broken up, and the windows (or flood gates, ) of 
heaven were opened; ſo that the waters, ina ſhort 
lime, prevailed exceedingly upon the earth, and all 


thebigh hills, which were under the whole heavens, 


As ſoon as this was done, the flood came 


vere covered, The wretched inhabitants began 
o feel the truth of thoſe threatenings, which 


they had laughed at and deſpiſed. Now at laſt 
hey lift up their hands to heaven, and cry out 


o God for help; but, alas! ail in vain. The 
entence is gone forth; judgment hath taken 
hoid of them; the mighty waters are pouring 
upon them on every fide, and nothing is to be 
ſeen but vengeance and deſtruction. 


A By the word of God, faith St. Peter, the 


world, which then was, being overflowed with wa- 


ter, periſhed. But the heavens and the earth 


which are now, by the ſame word are kept in ſtore, 
reſerved unto fire againſt the day of judę ment. 
What manner of perſons therefore ought we to be 
in all Holy converſation and godlineſs ? 


B 6 HA. 


12 GoD's COVENANT WITH NOAH, 


CHAP. V. 


GOD'S COVENANT WITH NOAH, 


F N the midſt of judgment God remembers n mer. © 

Though the deſtruction by the flood wall | 
ſo general and extenſive, yet he preſerved 2 
ſmall remnant of the human race, from whonÞ 
a new generation was to be raiſed. The Ari 
floated ſafely from place to place upon the wa- 
ters, till God cauſed them gradually to de- 


creaſe: at length it reſted upon Mount Ararat; 


and ſome time after, when the earth was in a 


proper ſtate for their habitation, he directed 


Mah to go out of the Ark, and to take his fa- 
mily and all the creatures with him. As foonſ 
as they had ſet their feet upon the land, Noah 


raiſed an altar to the Lord, and they offered 


ſacrifices, pouring forth thanks to the Almighty 


for their wonderful preſervation. God was 
pleaſed with this mark of pious gratitude, and 
eſtabliſhed a covenant with Noah and his chil- 
dren, that he would not any more deſtroy the 


world by a flood; and added this gracious pro- 


miſe, while the earth remaineth, ſeed-time and 
harveſt, cold and heat, ſummer and winter, day 

and night, ſhall not ceaſe. 
He then alſo appointed the Rainbow to be 
an everlaſting token of this covenant and pro- 
miſe. 
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THE TOWER OF BABEL. 


9 8 any of them for food. 
3 d od d hf s after the flood 

'F vears He. 45 

lood was red an Ly * 5 


; miſe, It compaſſeth the Heaven with a glorious cir- 
: cle, and the hands of the moſt high have bended 
it. He likewiſe renewed to Noah the bleſſing, 
| which he had given to Adam at the beginning, 
of 3 dominion over the earth, and all the crea- 
| tures in dt; and added the privilege of killing 
Noah lived three hun- 
and it is 

| not to be doubted, but that he took great care 
eſerved 24 i By | ; | 
m whom]! to train up his children and his deſcendants, 
which were ſoon multiplied upon the earth, 


He was 


13 


mankind concerning the attributes and per- 


fections of God, a governing Providence, the 
fall of Man, and the promiſe of a Redeemer 
and Deliverer; of which gracious promiſe, 


Noah was now become the heir, and through 
him it was to be handed down to ſucceeding 


generations . 
0 H A P. VI. 
_ THE TOWER OF BABEL, OR CON- 
r1 
1247. FUSION OF LANGUAGES. 


1 ſons of Noah were Faphet, Shem, 
and Ham, whoſe deſcendants ſoon be- 
came ſo numerous, that they could not live to- 
gether in one family, or agree in any general 
| plan 
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14 THE TOWER OF BABEL, 
plan of government: and therefore many of 
them reſolved to form themſelves into a ſeparate 
ſociety, and to remove into ſome other country, 
Accordingly they left their great anceſtor 
Noah, (who is ſuppoſed to have been the foun- 
der of the Chineſe empire) and journeyed from 
the eaſt, till they came to a pleaſant and fruit- | 
ful plain, in the land of SHinar. There they 
determined to fix their habitationz and ſoon 
becoming ambitious of diſtinguiſhing them- | 
ſelves, and eſtabliſhing a powerful kingdom, 

they began to build a very high tower: but 

what they, in their fond conceit, intended to | H 
be a monument of their fame and power, was 48 


made a monument of their pride and folly, Chal . 
For, while they were at work, God produced 3 
diverſe languages among them: though they PR 
retained the power of ſpeaking, yet He cauſcd | Jo _ 
them to expreſs their thoughts by new ſounds, Sh th 
ſo that they could not underſtand one another, Bur 1 
This ſudden change excited ſuch a tumult oben, 


and confuſion among the builders, that they 
were obliged to leave their work unfiniſhed. J Before 
After which, having quitted Babel, in different J 1921. 
parties, according as they underſtood each he's 
other's language, they ſettled in ſeparate coun- 
tries; and gradually as they increaſed, they of 7 
ſpread more and more, till the human race was 
diſperſed over the face of the eartn. 

A The meaſures of our conduct ſhould be | be th 
formed by a regard to the divine will, and not 


by 


ind indeed into deſtruction. 


that exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed, but he that 
humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted. 


THE CALL OF ABRAM, 15 
y our own vain whims and fancies. Pride 
as not made for man. It has frequently hur- 
ied perſons into the moſt fatal miſconduct, 
God reſiſteth the 


proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. He 


THE family of Shem, from which the great 


Chaldea : 
ſoon decayed upon the earth; the belief and 
worfhip of the one Supreme Being gradually 
degenerated, and the world in general was at 
length over-run with idolatry and wickednels, 


of Terah, he removed by the divine direction, 


CHAP. VII. 


THE CALL OF ABRAM, 


Redeemer was to come, ſettled at Ur, in 
but the principles of true religion 


But Abram, the ſon of Terah, a deſcendant of 
Shem, was remarkable for his underſtanding and 
Refore Piety; and therefore the Almighty called 
Chrit him out of Ur, when he was ſeventy-five. 
1921+ years of age. Accordingly he went with 
his father, and Sarai his wife, and his nephew 
Let, into Haran; from whence after the death 


into the land of Canaan, He was taken from 
his country 2nd father's houſe, that he might 
be the father of a peculiar nation, whom God 
deſigned to train up in the knowledge and 

worſhip | 


16 THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM, 


1 


worſhip of himſelf, and the promiſe of a St 


viour: and God encouraged and comfortdlff er 
him in the undertaking by a ſolemn —_— mee 
that He would bleſs him, and make him | rlaon 
great nation; I will make of thee, favs He, of | rmy 3 


great nation; and in thee hall all the Janine Pelled: 


of the earth be bleſſed. Fingdo 
— ART RIDER x CE . 
7 [hom 

CHAP. VIII. IImmed 

having 

THE DESTRUCTION OF S0DOM ANpſitnemy 
GOMORR AH. Fcſcued 

Ind his 


BRAM and Lot lived together with their : 
families, in the land of Canaan, They . 


were eminent examples of piety and holineſs; Þ 7897 8 
therefore God loved them and bleſſed them. Ned x 


At length their herds and flocks increaſed ſc Hime tl 
much, that there was not ſufficient room in n anc 
the place, where they dwelt; and debates aroſe Nerd 
between their ſervants about convenient paſ- ts ty 


turage. Upon which Abram, with great con- N A 
deſcenſion and humility, propoſed to Lot, that 
they ſhould part; and offered him the choice, 

either to continue where he then was, or to re- 

move to another place. (F How honourable is 
this condeſcenſion in Abram to his nephew Let? 
And how powerfully does it recommend to us 
meekneſs and forbearance, and the love of 
peace and concord Lot choſe the plain of | 
Jerdan, 
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7:rdan, which was every where well watered, 
ind pitched his tent near Sodom: but he had 
ot been ſettled there many years, when Che- 
Porlaomer, king of Elam in Perſia, brought an 
Srmy againſt the king of Sedom, who had re- 
peed againſt him; and, having over-run ſeveral 
&ingdoms about the land of Canaan, carried 
Lay much ſpoil, and many captives, among 
hom were Lot and his family. Abram was 
Feamediately informed of what was done, and 


Having armed his trained ſervants, purſued the 
aN 
feſcued all the captives, and brought back Lot 


| Ind his goods to his former habitation. 
their | Sefore 
Tori were however ſo loſt to all ſenſe of reli- 
17 gion, and ſo given up to impure luſts, that 
Bod refalved to deſtroy them. But at the ſame _ 
time that he manifeſted ſuch an abhorrence of 
ſn and wickedneſs, he ſaewed a diſtinguiſhing 
ſegard to eminent piety and goodneſs, by ſend- 


ine two angels for the preſervation of Lat. 


nemy, attacked them by ſurprize in the night, 


The inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah 


Angels are a particular kind of beings, much 


uperior to men: they are repreſented as per- 


orming the commandments of God with un- 
earied alacrity and diligence; and are ſaid to 
e miniſtring ſpirits, ſent forth to be miniſters for 
bem who hall be heirs of ſalvation. „„ 
The two angels came to Lot in the appear- 
nce of men; ab as he ſuppoſed them to be 


dreadful ruin. 


But, as they went towards Zoar, the wife 0 
became of the place, or a fond deſire of return- 


for which ſhe became a pillar of ſalt, as hard 
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hoſpitable manner. (7 They were ranger gang 


he took them in. They ſoon acquainted him, that 


they were ſent to execute vengeance upon H.. 
dom and Gomorrah for their ay; ravated In1Qui- 
ties, and to reſcue him and his family from the 
They accordingly took Luſi 
and his wife and his two daughters; and, hay 
ing led them out of the city, charged them u 
fee from the danger without the leaſt delay, 


Lot, either out of vain curioſity to ſee what 
ing to her old habitation, Iod, or turned back;i 


and durable as ſtone; a laſting monument of 


her folly and diſobedience Then God ſent fin 
and brimſtone out of heaven upon Sodom and Go- 
morrah, and the ſmoke of the country went up at 


the ſmoke of a furnace. He overthrew the citii 
and all the inhabitants; and made them an exampl 


to theſe, whe ſhould afterwards live ungodly. 


THE BIRTH OF ISAAC, 


Co D was pleaſed with the piety and vir- 


tue of Abram, and promiſed to be his 
protector and ſhield of defence, and to give 


him an exceeding great reward. Abram wa 


deſirous of having a ſon, in preference to all 
earth 
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thly bleſſings and rewards; and with great 
umility expreſſed ſome uneaſineſs before the 
ord, becauſe he was as vet childleſs, and had 


bnly Eliexer, the ſteward of his houſe, to ſuc- 


eed him: upon which God promiſed, that a 


Yon of his own ſhould be his heir, and that his 
race ſhould be as the ſtars in multitude.- 


Abraham, becauſe (according to the meaning 
of the word) he was to be the father of many 
nations and he changed the name of Sara, 
which ſignifies y princeſs, to Sarah, which 


ſignifies the princeſs in a large and extenſive 


ſenſe, according to the promiſe of God; /he 
ſhall be a mother (or princeſs) of nations; kings 
of people ſball be of her. The Almighty at the 


ſame time aſſured him, that Sarah ſhould have 
a fon, who thould be called Iſaac; and that He 
would eſtabliſh his covenant with him, and "_ | 
all the people of” the earth ſhowld be viejyea Dy Gi, zh | 
him : the meaning of which was, that his de- 
ſcendents ſhould be heirs of the great univerſal 
promiſe, and a perſon thould ariſe from them, 
who would be the Saviour of the world, and 
a bleſſing to all nations. 

Sarah indeed, becauſe ſhe was now grown 
old, placed very little dependence upon this 
promiſe, and even /aughed at it within herſelf; 
for which the Lord reproved her. But Abraham 
waited with patience for the pertormance of 


Y 
ö 


His word, which never fails; being fully pr 


alſo to perform. 


ſtature, he improved in knowledge and pool. 


ſuaded her huſband to take Hagar, her hand- 
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aid, A: 
is cha 
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ter the 
agar, 
d jeal 
im. 
}, tha 
lag 


de fath 


caſtor 


ſuaded, that what God had promiſed, He was al 


The time appointed at length came, and d 
rah brought forth a ſon, who was called Jaa 
This was an occaſion of great joy; and | 
proved an increaſing comfort and bleſſing 1 
his aged parents; for as he grew in years ail 


neſs ; becauſe Abraham commanded his children 
and his houſhold to keep the way of the Lord, i 
do juſtice and judgment. arab, 

(= Parents, bring up your children in the nur. 1 
ture and admonition of the Lord: Train them i Lala k 
in the way they ſhould go, and when they are ui, Ain 
they will not depart from it. led. 
Children, honour and obey your parents; fe The, 
that is well pleaſing to the Lord; and it jhailhe Ape 
be well with you, both in tbit world and in tht el, th 
next, | 


"IN or 
purſe « 


FI 'Y 5 8 


CHAP. X. the 1 
| N on of 
HAGAR AND ISH MAE. vo CO! 


n ſome years had paſſed after the mer 
firſt promiſe of a ſon to Abraham, and ter a 
Sarah ſtill continued childleſs, ſhe gave up all be m 
expectation of becoming a mother herſelf, and Noble, 


concluded, that the promiſed heir was to be the ba 
born of another woman. She therefore per- e pir 


u and 


maid, 
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y per 


aid, as a wife. Hagar became proud upon 
Jas al 


is change of her condition, and treated her 
ſtreſs with contempt and inſolence; and 


nd deter the birth of Tſaac, Iſbmael, the ſon of 
| Lian azar, looking upon him with an envious 
ind Md jealous eye, made a mock and deriſion of 
ing m. At this behaviour Sarah was fo offend- 


I'S Ati 

good. 
hildre 
ord, t 


u, that ſhe importuned Abraham to exclude 
Hagar and her ſon from the family: and, when 
xe father was in great perplexity upon the 
caſion, the Lord confirmed the requeſt of 
arab, and directed him to ſend away the mo- 
Je nur. ter and the ſon; promiſing, that Iſbmael 
hem Pould become a nation, but at the ſame time 
e caring, that in Jſaac his ſeed ſhould be 
led. 

„ fff There was a OM difference, according to 
it /bailiþe Apoſtle Paul, between theſe ſons: for 1/þ- 
in the hel, the fon of Hagar, the bond-woman, was 
rn only according to the fleſh in the common 
—— urſe of nature; but Iſaac was born, by virtue 
the promiſe, and by the particular interpoſi- 
on of divine power. They repreſent to us the 
vo covenants of the Law and the Goſpel ; the 
mer is a ſtate of bondage and ſervility; the 
ter a ſtate of freedom and glorious privileges. 
he miniſtration of Moſes was weak and unpro- 
able, when compared with the Goſpel, which 
the miniſtration of righteouſneſs, of life, and 
e ſpirit ; and the difference between the Jew- 
h and the Chriſtian ſtate is like that between 
childhood 
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G How thankful then ſhould we be to G 
that we are the children of the free-wom 


of the covenant through the promiſed ſeed, 


him to take I/aac, when he was about twent 


i plied with it. He reaſoned with himſelſ, t 
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childhood and manhood, between naaa 
and ſubſtance, between bandage and libenſ 


Was n 
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rong 
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called under the liberal and happy diſpenſati 
of the Goſpel, and made heirs of the bleſlin 


whom it was declared, that a/l the familie ſtayed 
the earth ſhould be e | Prize, 
1 No Shaving 
3 5 fering 
C H A P. XI. of fait 
Ioan 

THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM IN OFFERI\EE 
© Mather 


b bleſs 
family 
of the 


voice. 

{<p 
dience 
five years ef age, and offer him for a bur earth, 
offering, upon mount Moriah. Severe 28 f fortun 
command was; though Iſaac was his ſon, Hvhen. 
only ſon, whom he loved with all the affe odſery 
tion of a tender father; though he was th quirec 
very ſon, of whom it was expreſsly ſaid, er rex 
Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be called; he readily coc as is 
leems 
ſucces 


by \ 


Ter Almighty was pleaſed to me 
another trial of the faith and obediene 
of Abraham; or rather to manifeſt them mo 
fully to the world, and make him an illuſtt 
ous pattern to all poſterity. He command 


God who had given him, as it were b) 
miracle, when in the courſe of nature the 
| 8 U 
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ha was no hope of children, was able even to 
liberMWaiſc him from the dead : and therefore, being 
to G rong in faith he flaggered not, He roſe early 
womaWhe next morning, and took {/aac to the 
enſatifnountain ; the fatal knife was in his hand; 
leſlinfWhis ſon lay panting upon the altar; and he was 
ſeed, Mult giving the deadly ſtroke, when an angel 
nilies ; Wiayed his hand. As he looked round in ſur- 
prize, he ſaw a ram caught in a thicket; and 
| aving ſeized it, he offered it for a burnt-of- 
fering, inſtead of his ſon. For this great act 
of faith and truſt in the Supreme Being, Abra- 
ham was honoured with the glorious name of 
Wather of the faithful; and God immediately 
renewed his promiſe to him, that he would 
bleſs him very abundantly, and multiply his 
family : [n thy feed (ſaid He) /all all the nations 
of the earth be b. he becauſe thou haſt obeyed my 


voice. 
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(7 We are taught, by this inftance of obe- 
dience, to love God above every thing upon 
earth, and to reſign with a willing mind, our 
fortune, our children, our deareſt comforts, 
whenever he calls for them. We cannot but 
obſerve farther, that this particular action, re- 

was quired from Abraham, was a remarkable type 
ſaid, Nor repreſentation of what was done afterwards, 
Jily coc as is ſuppoſed upon the fame mountain; and 
\ſelſ, i ſeems intended to point out to him, and to 
ere by ſucceeding generations, the particular method, 
ure tha by which God propoſed to redeem man- 
* | | kind, 


Adolaters. 
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ind, by offering up his only begotten Son 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


C H A P. XII. 
IAE LIFE OF ISAAC, 
Before 


_ HE peace and proſperity of Abra- 
os, * ham were in a few years diſturbel 


by the death of Sarah, whom he buried in the 


cave of Machpelah : hier which, conſidering 
that he was far advanced in years, and being 
deſirous of ſeeing his fon Iſaac happily married, 
he ſent a faithful ſervant into Meſopotamia, to 
ſeek a wife for him among his own kindred; 
for he did not approve of the women of that 
country, in which he lived, becauſe they were 
The ſervant, being g guided by Pro- 
vidence, brought home Rebekah, the daughter 
of Bethuel, the nephew of Graham and [ſaac 
took her to wife. —The good old man {aw 
them flouriſhing in plenty and happineſs, and 
Before at length having quitted this world to 


Chriſt go to God, whom he had faithfully 
3321+ ſerved, he was buried in the cave, near 


his beloved Sarah. 
Some time after the death 4 e 2 


ſevere famine raged through the land of Ca- 
naan; and Iſaac, in order to avoid the diſtreſs, 


went unto Gerar, in his way towards Egypt; 
there the Lord appeared unto him, and com- 


manded him to dwell in that land, aſſuring 


him 
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25 
m that he would exceedingly increaſe both 
s family and his poſſeſſions, and renewing to 

m that grand promiſe of the Mefliah; Ia thy 
1 ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed. 
There he ſowed corn, and received in tne 
e year an hundred fold; and his ſervants 
d cattle increaſed in ſuch abundance, that 
e people envied his profperity, and began to 
ar his power; therefore Abimelech, their king, 
order to ſatisfy his ſubjects, det! red him, in 
friendly manner, to leave the city, and feek 
it ſome other habitation. Accordingly [/aac 
tired to the valley of Gerar, and afterwards 
moved to Beerſbeba, where he fixed his abode, 
d built an altar to the Lord. 


Iſaac and Rebekah had two ſons, who were 
ied E/au and Jacob Eſau, the eldeit, was 


unning hunter, but Jacob was a plain man 
a gentle diſpoſition, and employed himſeit 
domeſtic affairs. One day, Eſau returning 
om the fields very hungry and tired, earneſtly 
ired ſome pottage, which Jaesò was prepar- 
for himſelf ; and Jacob aſked him for his r- 
zt in exchange. Now the particular bleſ- 
g of his father Iſaac, and the ſpecial promiſes - 
God concerning the land of Canaan, and 
e deſcent of Chriſt, were annexed to his 
rthright : but Ehau, being wholly given up 
hunting and ſporting, and of a looſe pro- 
e diſpoſition, ſet little value upon it, and 


dily exchanged it for the meſs of pottage, 
| 6 | Aich 
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dreſs it; with a promiſe, that after he had eat 


ſence of his father, Eſuu returned; and hau 


(that is a ſupplanter) for he ſupplanted 
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which he ſo greedily longed for. AH Thus: 


does every unthinking ſinner; he {cl}; } 
birthright for a meſs of pottage, and a morſe 


90 late 
pe ta 
| arss, 


meat; for preſent momentary gratifications,| 


gives up the bleſiing of his heavenly Fath 


it to | 
a and 


and parts with his eternal portion in the kin Nes. 
dom of glory. r dect 

After ſeveral years, IJ/aac, who was ign gem, i 
rant of the contract between his ſons, being! nage 


old and blind, and apprehending that his de 
was near, ſent Eſau to get ſome veniſon, 
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he would give him his blefſing. Rebekah he 
the words of Iſaac; and having an extraordin 
affection and fondneſs for Jacob, ſhe dreſſe 
kid with favoury ſauce, and covered his ne 
and hands with the ſkin of the kid, beca 
Eſau's hands were hairy, and ſent him to | 
father. Iſaac was deceived by theſe means; 2 
miſtaking Jacob for Eſau, gave him his bk 
ling, 

As ſoon as Jacob was gone out from the pr 


found that his brother had gained the bleſln 
he cried out, is he not rightly named Facd 


twice: he took away my birth-right, and " 
he bath taken away my bleſſing. Stung u 
penitent remorſe for his folly, he intreated| 
father, ha/t thou but one bleſſing ? bleſs me, even 


40e, O my father, A But his repentance ca 
" 
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Thus Ao late; therefore he is ſaid 0 find no place for 
[el | pentance, though he fought it carefully with 
| mar ears; for the bleſſing was given to Jacob, and 
ation tt to be recalled; I have bleſſed him, ſays Jaac, 
y Fa, and be ſhall be bleſſed. 

the kin R:be4ah and Facob are not to be commended 
r deceiving Iſaac. M The method purſued by 
tem, in order to obtain the bleſſing, was in- 
nſiſtent with truth and honeſty; and we 
ould never tell lies, whatever advantage may 
> expected from them. Indeed the bleſſing 
5 intended for Jacob, by the ſovereign pur- 


Vas 12 
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had been revealed to her, before her ſons 
ere born, that the younger ſhould be prefer- 
d to the elder : therefore inſtead of deceiving 
d impoſing upon her huſband, in this matter, 


im to Me ſhould have waited patiently, till God had 
eans; ſen pleaſed to bring it about in his own time 
1 his bd in his own way. He thought proper, how- 


er, to let the bleſſing paſs in this manner: 
for he over-rules the ſchemes and contri- 
nces of ſhort-ſighted mortals, and makes 
Im ſubſervient to his own wiſe and gracious | 
poles, 


n the pn 
nd avi 
e bleſſi 
2 Jaci 
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tung v 
treated! 
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CHAP. 


ance ca 
i * 


oe of God: and Rebekah knew it; for 
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Abel, and the grievous puniſhment inflid 
upon him for that crime. But Rebekah, haut 
been informed of his threats, in order to pi 


to heaven; and the angels of God aſcended ar 


_ and that all the families of the earth ſhould be 
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CHAP. XIII. 


rut irt dr Aeon 


no TSA U was full of reſentment 
1760. fury againſt Jacob for having 
prived him of his birthright and blefling, ; 
threatened to kill kim. He did not remem 


the ſad ſtory of Cain, who flew his brot 


vent the miſchief, perſuaded I/aac to ſend } 
cob to Padan-aram, to get a wife among! 
relations, . 
Accordingly Jacob, having received the 
rection and bleſſing of his father, ſet out up 
his journey, and at a place called Lux, in t 
land of Canaan, as he was fleeping in a hi 


with his head upon a ſtone, he dreamed M 
faw a great ladder, which reached from eu od, 


eſcended upon it. God himſelf appeared abojs tie 
the ladder, and promiſed to give him the laiice u 
whereon he lay; that He would be with hai 
and keep him whitherſoever he went; that his 
terity ſhould be numerous as the duſt of the eur 


through him; the Meſſiah, or Chriſt, being! 
be born of one of his deſcendants. | 
Tait 
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Jacob, as ſoon as he was awaked, with awful. 


verence and pious gratitude, ſet up the {tone 
on which he ſlept, and poured oil upon it, 


9 d called the name of the place, Bethel, that: 
ent No ay, the bouje of God, He then purſued his: 
1 urney, till he arrived at the houſe of Laban, 
e brother of Rebekah, who entertained him 
ſing, 4 


th great kindneſs. Laban had two daughters, 
eah and Rachel. Facob ſoon ſnewed a particu- 
r affection for the youngeſt; and, being de- 
rous of marrying her, agreed with her father 
take care of his Hooks, as a ſhepherd, ſeven 
ars for her.. But at the Expir ation of the. 
me, Laban, by an artilice, obliged him to- 
ry Leah; and excuſed by ſaying, it muſt 
bor be fo done in our country io give the younger 
ere the fir/t- born : he promiſed however to- 
ire him Rachel alſo, if he would ſerve him ſeven. 
ther years. To this Jacob readily agreed, and- 
1 hs Rachel to wife. In thoſe days, be- 
there were but few inhabitants in the 
2 5 men had more wives than one, and 
ar relations were married to each other; but, 
$ the Wolle 5 8 0 more populous, this prac- 
ice was en and aiterwards ſuch mar- 
ages were forbidden. | | 
The prudent and. induſtrious management of 
jaceb was fo favoured by i rovidence, that every 
ing which he took in hand proſpered. His 
amily allo increaſed; he had twelve ſons and 
ne daughter, callod Bab : tne two youngeſt 
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private manner with his family, and all that h 
had. Laban however followed and overtodiliff,; 


parted in friendſhip, 
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ſons, Joſeph and Benjamin, were born of Mit an 
beloved wife Rachel. Being deſirous of malW-mitt 
ing fome proviſion for his children, he pu! ſaid 
poſed to return to his father's houſe; bu, Ii: 
Laban, having experienced the good effects 
Jacob's paſt care, engaged his further ſervice h 
giving hima ſhare of the cattle. After which th 


Hubſtance of Jacob increaſed exceedingly, { Fact 
that he became maſter of many flocks ant ſor 
herds; ¶ the hand of the diligent maketh ri -vant 
At length, perceiving that Laban was eniſſc.. t 
ous at his proſperity, and that his countenana a ge 


was not tewards him as before, he reſolved to de 
part from him; and accordingly ſet out in 


him; but after ſome expoſtulation, a covenanih, 
of peace was made between them, and the 


As Jacob purſued his way, he recollected the 
anger of his brother Eſau, (who then lived i 
Mount Seir, in the land of Edom,) and there 
fore ſent a kind conciliating meſſage to hin 
but the meſſengers ſoon returned, with tut of 
alarming news, that Eſau was coming to med 


him with four hundred men. Being afraid of li went 


brother's reſentment, and anxious for his ten 


der family, he applied to Him, 20% alone is abſcbem, 
to ſave, and prayed earneſtly for deliveranceiled 
The Almighty was pleaſed to give him a figaſſward: 
or token of the ſucceſs of his prayer; for he 


DR 
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n of Mint an Angel, who wreſtled with Facob, and 
of mal mitted him to prevail: upon which the An- 
he puff ſais, thy name ſball be called no mere Jacob, 


ſe; bu: Itrael; for as à prince Page. thou Power wit!) 
effects od, and with men aifo fhait thou prevail. ihe 
rvice h 
7hich th 
ngly, 
cks 
eth rie 
as emi 
ntenana 
ed to de 
ut in 
that he 
»ertool 
:ovenant 
nd the 


ord Iſrael literal y ſignifies a prince of G, or 
revatling with God, | 
Jacob divided his flocks into feveral parts, and 
nt ſome before him, with in{tructions to his 
rvants, that, upon mecting Eu, they ſhould 
Fer them as preſents in his name, and fpcak 
A gente n and reſpectful manner to him. A 
t anſwer turneth away wrath. } he heart of 
Eau was melted into peace and love by this 
ind reſpectful conduct; he ran to meet Jacob, 
ith all the affection of a brother, embraced 
nd kiſſed him: and after ſome friendly conver- 
tion they parted. g& MWhen a man's Ways | 
leaſe the Lord, he maketh even his enemies 
Cted this be at peace with him. 
lived i Jacob journeyed to Succoth ; and from thence 
] there Salem, where he built an altar to God. 
to himWhile he abode there, his daughter Dinah, 
vith thFſout of a ſilly curioſity to ſee the young women 
to mil 1 that country, and the faſhions of the place, 
id of hfwent to a great feſtival at Shechem; where her 
Us ten beauty captivated a young prince, named S He- 
is ablWchem, who carried her away by force, and de- 
veranceſſ filed her. The young man indeed would after- 
a ſigiſ wards have marricd her; but her brothers 
for be LS: reſented 
ſent 
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reſented the ry to ſuch a degree, as to H area 


Shechem and the men of the city, and to t eve! 
the WOM! and children Ca Dt Ves. Ju n Wi Y {tr 
grieved at this furious and cruel proceciing ic ſee! 


is lons; and, from an chen on 5 at ne Pr: 
inhabitants of the land would revenge it upofge“ h 
his family, removed his habitation; and went ich 
by the direction of God, to Bethel; and fron N 
thence to his fath ler, to the city of H. bron, n nis 
the plain Of Hare; Wher & about fifteen year put 


after warde, I/aac, being one hundred and eighty 4 

VVV 1 Es 9, "ou, * Wi» Eo 

Years OG, died and was DUTICU by his lon. 8 

Eau and Jacob. Une 
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. raw | 

Before 70 SEP H was the favourite ſon d IR 

Chriſt 5 : / 5 

1723. / Jacob, becauſe he was the eldeſt ſonofM..; . 

his dear Rachel; he loved him more than all hit Nu un 

children, This partial affection of his father, Ne te 
and a dream, which he related to his brothers 
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duſba; 
nat 
Lord 
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denoting that his condition in the world would 
be higher than theirs, made him the object of 
their envy and hatred. Therefore one day, when 
they were feeding their flocks, and faw 7o/epb 
coming toward them, they cried out, here cometh 
the 
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e dreamer, let us fill him. Being diſſuaded 
bwever by Reuben from ſhedding his blood, 
ey ſtripped him, and threw him into a pit; 
t ſeeing ſome merchants, who were at that 
e providentially paſting by into Egypt,” they 
ew him up, and fold him to them. After 
hich they ſtained his coat with blood, and 
ried it to Jacob; who concluded from thence 


at his fon was devoured by a wild beaſt ; and 


put on ſackcloth, and mourned for him ma- 
days. 79/epb in the mean time was carried 
to Egypt; and fold to P:tzpher, an officer of 
tin%ion under Pharaoh the king ; where the 


ard made all that he did to proſper, 0 that he found 


vour in the fight of his maſter, who made him. 


erſeer of his houſe, and put all that he had into 
hands. But his blooming hopes of happineſs 
ere ſoon blaſted; for the wife of Potiphar, 
ring with impure defire, endeavoured to 


raw him into in; he was however too good 


 yicld to her ſolicitation, and faid to her, 
x cant fin againſt God? An when .he pret- 


4 um moſt earneſtlu, he reſolutely fled from 


e temptation. Full of indignation at this 


ontenipt of her, ſhe acculed him falſe: y to her 
Wuſband: and Potif har too readily believing 


nat ſhe ſaid, put h:m into priſon. But the 


Lord was with Joſeph in the dungeon; and 


e of it was ſo charmed With His . 
emper and patient behaviour, that he uſeck him 
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in priſon. 


and again, he ſaw ſeven full ears of corn devaur 
ed by ſeven thin withered ears. When the wit 


of him to the king; upon which he was ſent 


years of plenty, which would be in the land; 
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x 2 
very courteouſly, and entruſted him with Wy; ov. 
care of the priſoners. ſeven 

It happened, that the chief baker and theſe flare 
butler of Pharaoh, who were in the ſame pill The 
fon, dreamed each a dream; and Foſeph inte oſeph, 

preted their dreams to them; foretelling, . Hir 
at the expiration of three days, the baker wolf of 
be hanged on a tree, and the butler be reſtordW\cle | 
to his place: Then, added he to the butle ne 2 
think on me, and ſhew kindneſs, 1 pray thee, a; w. 
take me aut of this houſe. As he had foretold, Ne fam 
it came to paſs. ¶ But pomp and pleaſure a;«d o 
apt to divert the mind from the obligations dh, anc 
gratitude ; the butler, in the midſt of his pruſſhe nei 


perity, forgot his poor friend, the interpret The 
acob, 
rn 1 
ole 
ither 
ey \ 
emic 
arth, 
ad be 
new 
9 204 
o ſee | 
Inforn 
ana! 
dne \ 
ome 


nd 


Some time after, Pac had two dreams; 
be ſaw ſeven fat cows devoured by ſeven lean cow 


men of the country could not explain thei 
dreams, the butler recollected Foſeph, and ſpak 


for out of the priſon, and the king related hi 
dreams to him. Joſeph immediately, by the 2 
ſiſtance of God, informed Pharash, that the 
ſeven fat cows and ſeven full ears, ſignified ſeven 


and the ſeven lean cows and ſeven lean ear, 
ſignified ſeven years of famine, which would 


ſucceed them, Let therefore , Pharagh pea of- 
2 
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He. 
with c 
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Fs over the land, and let them gather corn in 


theſchit ftore againſt the ſeven years of famine, 
ame pr The king was aftoniſhed at the wiſdom of 
> inter 


ſeph, and concluding juſtly from thence, that 
e Spirit of God was in him, appointed him to 
is office, and gave him full power over his 
hole kingdom. The ſeven years of plenty 


ng, th 
er woul 
Þ eſtorg 
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thee, q 
etold, 
ure ar 
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is pra 
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rn were laid up under his direction. Then 
ge famine commenced; and when the people 
ied out for bread, the ſtore-houſes were open- 
d, and the corn was {old to the Egyptians and 
e neighbouring nations. 

The famine ſpread itſelf to Canaan; and 
aceb, having been informed that there was 


Ireams Morn in Egypt, though he little thought by 


zn co oſe hand it was diſpoſed of, ſent his ſons 


dedous 
the witz 
n these 
id ſpak 
was ſent 
ated his 
the af 
that the 
ed ſeven 
e land; 
n ears, 
| would 
oint of- 


Feen 


ther, keeping only Benjamin at home. When 
ey were preſented to Joſeph, they bowed 


arth, in acknowledgment of his ſuperiority, as 
ad been foretold by his dream. He immediately 
new them, but made Himſelf ſtrange, and ſpake 
o guy to them, accuſing them as ſpies who came 
u ſee the nakedneſs of the land, Upon which they 
nformed him, tnat taey came from dhe land of 
anaan; that their father had twely= ſons; that 
ine was dead, and the youngeſt was left at 
ome. Zoſeph was diſlatisfied wita their report, 


ſeven plenteous years: and this food ſhall be 


me accordingly, and immenſe quantities of 


emſelves before him with their faces to the 


ml perhaps. doubted whether Benjamin was 
: C 6 really 
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former guilt; their inhuman treatment of tha 


_ becauſe we ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoul, when þ 


TY 
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really alive: Hereby fhall ye be proved, ſaid imme 
fend one of you to fetch your brother, and the ! 
ſhall be kept in priſon. velfar 

Their preſent diſtreſs reminded them of th Hected 


brother ruſhed into their minds, and with ſehnis te: 
condemning conſciences they ſaid one to anoentert 
ther, Me are verily guilty concerning our brother 


beſaught us, and we would not hear; therefore i 
this diſtreſs come upon us. FF Such is the con- 
viction of every wicked man, when calamity 
overtakes him. Although he may for a time 
' darken the light of bone (that candle « 
the Lord within us) yet it can never be totall 
put out. Upon a ſudden misfortune or dans 
gerous {it of ſickneſs, the ſenſe of guilt revives; 
and while the hand of God is felt, the juſtice 
of the punithment is acknowledged. There- 
fore keep innocen y, and do the thing that it 7oſe 


right; for that, and that only, will bring a na cere 
| peace at the laſt, £ coul 


Joſeph however n only . and N abo! 
diſmiſſed the reſt, with an order that they ſnouli I tber 


bring Benjamin with them, when they returned I ae 


The relation of what nad paſſed in Egypt filled I ther 
the mind of Jacob with uneaſy reflections and G 


dreadtul pprehenſions; and when his ſons were I 3797 


obliged to go again for corn, ic was with great 


: | ri. 
difficulty, that they perſuaded him to let Beꝶa- 1% 
min go; not without repcated aſſurances, that you 
tiey would bring him back fafe, i hey were end 


immedi- 
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immediately upon their arrival, introduced to 
Jeſeph, who enquired tenderly after his father's 
velfare; but was ſo ſenſibly touched and af- 
ected at the ſight of his brother Benjamin, that 
he was obliged to withdraw from them, leſt 
his tears ſhould diſcover him. He afterwards 
entertained them with great kindneſs, and 
diſtinguiſhed Benjamin with particular marks 
of regard. 
Joſeph had privately commanded his ftew- 
ard to put his ſilver cup into Benjamin's ſack ; 
and the next morning, when they were 
gone out of the city, they were followed, | 
and charged with ingratitude and robbery. 
The cup was foon found; ; and the innocent | 
Benjamin was Carried back, as a thief, to Jo- 
His brothers alſo returned in great aſto- 
niſhment and aMiction, and, proſtrating them- 
ſelves, entreated earneſtly for his deliverance. 
Joſefh, who was now fully ſatisfied of their ſin- 
cere penitence, and their love for Benjamin, 
could refrain no longer; but, throwing his arms 
about their necks, faid; / am Joſeph ; d:th my fa- 
ther yet live? And perceiving them to be deep; ly 


affected and troubled at his prejen e, he addrefſed | 


| them with the moſt kind and gentle expreſſions; 


Come near me, I pray you; I am Jol-ph your 
brother, whom ye fold into t gypt; but be nat 
grieved, that ye ſold me into Egypt, for God ſent 
me before you to preſerve life. o now it was not 
you that ſent me hither, but God. (I ITnus he 
endeayoured to comfort them; to make them 

forget 
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forget their paſt faults, .and to ſpeak peace to 
their minds. He then directed them to haſten 
to Jacob, to acquaint him that his ſon Foſepb 
was lord of all Egypt; and to bring him and his a 
his whole family into Egypt, that he might pay (= 
his duty to his aged father, and that they Wticul: 
might all partake of the plenty which God had {Mdeſce 
provided, CE | 
The heart of Jacob upon the return of his blan 
ſons, was filled with joy: and he ſaid, It is and, 
enough (J deſire nothing more in this world) N upor 
Joſeph, my ſon is yet alive. I will ga and ſee ¶ dent 
him before I die. He ſet out; he arrived ſaf: in Him 
Egypt; but the pleaſure of the interview be- Seri 
tween ſuch an aftectionate parent and ſuch x 
dutiful ſon is not to be defcribed. Fojeph fell 
on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while: 
and Jacob ſaid, now let me die, fince I have (cen I Tr: 

thy face. Farob and his family were ( 4 in 

the land of Goſhen, where they liv... in great 
plenty; and after ſome time, the gow! gl man 1 
having bleſſed his children, and rid tat | 
the Meſſiah ſhould deſcerd from” , dic in that 
peace. | | Th 

(x What ſentimer's of iety and goodneſs of 

ariſe in the heart upon con dering the character I and 
of Toſeph ! patient under a;Fiction; honeſt and He 
juſt in his fQcwardihip ; reſiſting temptation, Jer 
and fleeing from it; living under the fear of mei 
God, 21:4 (4ipported by his preſence; riſing from and 
the lowelt ſcene of diſgrace and miſery to the I ing 
- higheſt dignity; providing for the wants of the 
| people; 
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people; cheriſhing a ſpirit of forgiveneſs and 
brotherly love under the greateſt iujuries, and 
pouring plenty and comfort into the breaſt of 
Inis aged father 
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E - There are alſo ſeveral circumſtances, par- 
ticularly his being hated by his brethren, his 
deſcending into the dungeon, and being raiſed 
to rule over Egypt; which, by their reſem- 
blance, naturally lead the mind to Chriſt; 
and, though too much ſtreſs ſnould not be laid 
upon ſuch reſemblances, yet they may be pru- 
te uſed, to direct the eye and heart ta 
Him, who is the end of the Law and all the 


Scriptures. 


\ 


CH AF, XV. 
THE SLAVERY OF THE ISRAELITES AND 
THE BIRTH | OF MOSES. 


HE ſons of Jacob and their deſcendants, 


in proceſs of time, multiplied ſo much, 
that the land of Goſhen, was filled with them. 
They were called Iſraelites, from the ſurname: 
of Iſrael, which God had given to Jacob; 
and ſometimes they were called Hebretus, from 


Heber, one of their anceſtors ; and afterwards 


Fews, from Judah. But after many years the 
memory of Joſeph and his great ſervices was loſt; 
and a new king aroſe, who, inſtead of protect- 
ing the * Was us jealous of their increaſing 


numbers. 
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numbers and ſtrength, and determined by al 
means to reduce them to a low ſtate. He 
therefore employed them like ſlaves, in maki i: 
bricks, and building cities; and made their li: 
bitter with hard bondage; but the jnore he e / 
them, the more they multiplied and grew : at which 
he was ſo enraged, as to command, that all their 
male infants ſhould be deſtroyed, as ſoon 28 

they were born. A certain Hebrew wo- 


Before 
Chriſt man, bowever, called Jochebed, having 
87 been delivered of a fon, hid him for 


three months; and at length, through fear of 
his being diſcovered and {lain, ſhe laid him in 
a baſket, among the flags in the river Mi; 
Miriam, the {titer of the child, was placed at 
a diſtance, to fee what would become of 

him. | 
The king's daughter ſoon came with her 
maid- ſervants to batne in the river; and, hav- 
ing found the baſket, was affected with the 
light of the weeping infant, and melted into 
pity. Miriam, who had joined heriif with the 
attendants, offered to call a nurſe; d, being 
ſent for that purpoſe, ran with joy tor Fochebed, 
So the infant was happily placed v14- 
of his own. mother; and when h ws fulict- 
ently grown, was brought bac' to Pharas!”s 
daughter, who called him Maſes, (which meais 
ſaved out F the water, ) and hou him educated, 
as her own ſon, in the knowisde and wiſdom 
of the Egypiians, 
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Miſes, when he was grown to manhood, 
tom the honours of 


je court to the afflictions of his brethren. He 


hind 


ing obſerved an Hg). 1 


ian doing Wrong and injury to an Hebrews, he 


n ad; Killed him. Yen Pharaoh heard 
pay Moſes; whou porn that ac- 
prieſt of that 
ountry 3 he afterwards married his daughter, 


his; be fai ht 77 
7 \ 
GUI It In (1 10 Mi. Ar, '/ #4 3 0 Jethro, Re 


nd lived with him as keeper of his flocks. 
After ſeveral years, as he was feeding the 


locks neur mount Horeb, he ſaw a buſh fla eh 


rith fire, and yet not in the leaſt conſumed. 
Vhile he ſtood in amazement at the ſtrange 
ght, a voice iſſued from the place, 


be God of Abraham, the G:d of ifaac, and the God 


Jacob; I have ſeen the oppretfon of my people, 
abe heard i cry; and { will ſend thee to 


Pharaoh, that thou mayeſt lead them 15 Fe gypt; 
wr I will bring them into a land flowing with milk 
md honey. 75jes was no leſs aſtoniſhed at what 


e heard, than at what he ſaw; and expreſſed 


is fears of undertaking ſuch an important and 
Ificult enterpriſe, b<cauſe he was a perſon of 


But God exhorted 


0 authority or eloquence, 
* e 1 * 
im to be of good courage, and promiſed that 


e would be with him, and give him power to 


fork miracles for the deliverance of his people; 


nd that Aaron, his brother, ſhould 90 with 


im, as his ſpeaker upon the occaſion. 


iT When 


faving, I am. 
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When God in bis providence appoint u 
to any important or ar:luous ſervice, let us ng 

plead inability, and c with Hab and blo, 
but immediately prepare ourſelves to do it, and 
£9 on in the face of every poſſible diſcourage. 
ment, truſting in that comfortable promiſe 
My grace is ſufficient for thee; far my ftrength 


:s made perfect in weatneſs, 


3 — 


HAP. XVI. 


THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 


no HEN Mes and Aaron arrived it 
2497, the land of Geben, they acquaintel 


the elders of Jſrael with what the Lord had 
ſpoken, and convinced them of the truth of it 
by ſome miracles, which he had enabled then 
to perform. They then proceeded to Pharaoh, 
and in the name of the Lord required him to let 
the //raelites go into the wilderneſs, that the 
might hold a feaſt unto the Lord. Pharao 
however treated the meſſage with contempt, 
and enjoined the taſk-maſters to lay heavier 
burdens upon the people. Moſes and Aarm 


went again to the king, and in order to prove 
the divine authority by which they actech 
wrought ſome miracles before him; ( but the 
Lord hardened his heart, or rather permittel 
kim to harden his en heart; for God did " 

make 
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43 
ake him wicked, but by his own continued 
bſtinate wickedneſs he brought this judgment 
f a hardened heart upon himſelf, —After this, 
ſeſes and Aaron turned all the water of Egypt 
nto blood, fo that the fiſh died, and the rivers 
ank; and, ſeven days after, they brought a 
reat plague of frogs, which covered the whole 
and, and ſwarmed even in the rooms and 
hambers of the king. Pharaoh ſeemed a little 
umbled, and entreated Moſes to pray to God 
or relief, with a promiſe that he would permit 
he Hebrews to go and do facrifice unto the 
Lord, But as oon as this plague, upon the 
prayer of Moſes, was removed, he forgot the 
auſe of it, and refuſed to fulfil his promiſe.— 
The Lord puniſhed his obſtinacy and falſnood 


THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 


by ſending great quantities of lice both upon 


man and beaſt; and afterwards ſwarms of peſti- 
ential flies, which corrupted the land. The 
king was ſo affected with theſe grievous cala- 
mities, as to apply to Moſes for relief: the de- 
hired relief was granted; but ſtil Pharaoh hard- 
ened his heart. 

Then God ſent a murrain among the eatile, 
of which they almoſt all died; then a ſickneſs 
among the people, which covered their bodies 
with fore boils and ulcers; then dreadful 
ſtorms of thunder, lightning, and hail, very 
grie vous, ſuch as Egypt had never ſuffered be- 
fore; then he ſent innumerable locuſts, which 
devoured all the remaining fruits of the earth; 

and 


rao) could not but feel theſe terrible effec 


ning; again he entreated MHoſes again the 
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and afterwards a thick heavy darkneſs, hi 


ſhut them tip in their Hos ifes, as Sons: and fel 


tered them with the honds of 4 ? lang Nig pt. Pha. 


of divine vengeance, and yet he ſtill went d 
inning and revent ng, and repenting and fin. 


plagues were remoy ol and again he hardenel 
his heart, r How apt are men, in the time d 
affliction, to fle to God, as their only hope and 


* * 7 * 52 7 7 & 1 * 
refuge; and yet, upon deliverance from the 


danger, to forget incir ve nefactor, and make 10 
due“ acknowiedgn nent for his mercies! When 
diſtreis and anguiſh take hold of them, they ap- 
pear to be penitent, devout, and good; bu 


when their withes are anſwered, and things g 


on fſmoothly, they ſee no further need of divine 
aſſiſtance, and their pious reſolutions paſs awi 


like the early dew. Ho baſe and ungencrous 


is that temper, which is only to be driven by 
fear, and never to be won by goodnefs | 
At lait God ſent down deſtruction upon the 


firſt-born of the Egybtians; and there was a 


dreadful cry and confuſion through the hand; 


for there was not a houſe, in which there du 1 


one dead. Terrified and confounded at this 


dreadful infance of the power of God, and not 


knowing what might be the end of his anger 
Pharanh ſent haftil y for Adoſes and Aaron; * 
ſaid, Riſe up, get you forth from among my penpie 
both you and the children of Iſrael; take your flach 
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, ard your herds; and go ſerve the Lord. The 
tian indeed we by o affected with the 
Jaguzs, which Cod had ſent, aud ſo glad to 
et rid of the Iſrael: tes, that they inade them 


many rich preſents, and gave them whatever 


hey deſired.— This day was commande d by 
he Lord to be obſzrved for ever by the 1/- 
raclites, as a ſolem 1 feſtival; and to be called 
he Paſſi ver; becauſe, waen © - deltroped the 
frſt-born of the Eop1ion;, he paſſed over the 
Ifraclites, and alſo delivered inem from their 
cue] and oppreſſive bondage. 


En AP. Nn. 


THE DESTRUCTION. OF PHARAOH. 


THEN the 1/raclites had been gone fome 


days journey, Pharasb, being informed 

that they intended to leave his kingdom, pur- 
ſued them with a numerous army, in order to 
bring them back. But the Lord led his peo- 
ple, 2 5 protected them in a wonderful man- 
ner; for He went before them by dav in a Pillar of 
a cloud, a 
them lig 573 and thus they m urched eure by 
day and night. Yet when they were overtaken 
by Pharach near tie Red Sea, and found them- 
ſelves, as it were, beſieged, by a great army 
behind, and the Red Sea before them, they 
diſtruſted 


2 by night in a fi illar of fire to give 


. 
fi 
| 
| 
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they 
_ Pharaoh and all the Egyptians purſued them y 
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diſtruſted the divine power, and murmurd 
againſt their leader. But AMoſos, at the con 
mand of God, ſtretched his hand over the {+ 
and immediately the waters were divided, af 
became as a wall onthe right hand and on the i 
ſo that there was a dry path forj them, aut 
walked with ſafety to the other ſhor 


the ſame path; but 4Z/es again ftretched ou 
his hand, and the ſea returned to its firength 
the waters ruſhed violently upon them, and nd 
one of them eſcaped. - 

6X The enemy ſaid, I will 3 Twill over. 
take, I wilt divide the ſpoil; my hand ſhall d. 


ſtray them, 


Thou aidft blow th thy wind, and the ſea c- 
dered them; they ſunk as lead in the mighty waters, 
Miho is like unto thee, O Lord; glorious i 
holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders! 

The Lord ſhall reign for ever and ever. 


— 


. XxvIII. 
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LTHO' the Iſraelites had ſcen the great 


power of the Lord in the deſtruction of | 


the Egyptians, and had joined in a ſong of 
thankſgiving for their deliverance ; yet they 
were ſooff forgetful of his mercies, and within 


a few days, being in want of water, upbraided 


their leader for having brought theim out of 


Egypt. 
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yt. Their way to the land of Canaan, 
hich God intended to give them, lay thro? a 
ong wilderneſs ; and here, Whenever they were 
n diſtreſs or difficulties, inſtead of putting their 
ruſt in God, they murmured with impatience, 
The Almighty, hows 
wer, manifeſted his power and goodneſs, fre- 
quently in their favor; —by ſweetning the 
aters of Marah;—by cauſing great quantities 
of quails to fall among them; by ſending them 
bread from heaven called Manna; — by bring- 
ing water out of a rock at Rephidim; — and by 
giring them a complete victory over the Ama- 
letites. Thus by a continued courſe of mira- 
cles, He conducted them to Mount Sinai. 

This mount was a part of the great moun- 
tain Horeb, on which Maſes had attended Fethro's 
flocks ; but was diſtinguiſned, upon the return 
of Moſes, by the name of Sinai, on account of 
the Buſh, which ſtood on it, in which the Lord 
had appeared unto Aeſes in a flame of fire. 


— 


r 
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8 | HE {jrazlites had not long pitched 
Chriſt : Sx . 
1441. their camp before Mount Sinai, when 
the glory of the Lord appeared upon the moun- 
tain with thunder and lightning, and the found 
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all people. He then gave him the ten comman! 
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of a trumpet z and God, having called M;; 
to the top of the mount, made a covenant wii 
the Iſraelites, that if they would obey his Vit 
they ſhould be n peculiar treaſure unto Him abr 


do an 
lice, Ol 
cont? 
he ſe 
tempe! 
all in 
n, and 


l defile 


ments, which contain the ſum and ſub{tang 
of the moral law, written on ſtone; the tall 
were the work of Goa, and the writing was i 


writing of God, graven on the tables. he. e 
2 The firſt teaches, That there is but oF perſo! 
God, and that we are to worfhip him alone ee or f 
and have him for our God, 5 al our 
The ſecond teaches, That we are not to wor, 
ſhip God in an unworthy manner: by bowingWThe r 
down to a picture or image, or making any rſſÞutatior 
preſentation of him; and conſequently, tucourt 
we are io worſhip him in ſpirit, and in truth, W tale-t 
The third forbids all oaths; not only perjury WThe te 
but common fearing, and uſing the holy name defer 
of God upon trifling occaſions, and without er co 
becoming e and reverence. y wh 
The fourth directs us to reit from all labor ted wi 
and lay aſide all worldly buſineſs on the fe oder Tor 1 
day; and to keep it holy by reading and med lbs 
tation, by public and private prayer. The 
The fifth, That we {ſhould honour and obey, ies ſe 


love and comfort our parents; and bchave nt of 
with proper reſpect to all who have a lau ful Mled th 
authority over us. to « 

The ſixth, that we ſhould not wi! fully and d gave 


unlawfully take away the life of any perſom I the b 
5 1100 
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d Mo any kind of hurt to others, nor bear any 
int wiifſlice, or hatred in our hearts; but ſtudy, on 
contrary, to live peaceably with all men. 

he ſeventh, That we ſhould keep ourſelves 17 
temperance, ſoberneſs, and chaſtity; avoid- 5 
Ibſtanqi all indecencies of behaviour and converſa-- n 
e tall, and whatever has a tendency to corrupt 
Was {1 dchle the mind. 

he eighth, That we ſhould -not dis: 
r perſon of his right and property, either by 
ce or fraud; but ſhould be juſt and honeſt 
all our dealings, and give to every man his 
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but on 
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to Wor-. 
The ninth, That we ſhould not injure the 

any te. Hutation of others, either by falſe evidence in 

„ tha court of juſtice; or by ſlander, backbiting, 

ruth. tale-bearing, in common converſation. 

er urn WThe tenth forbids all unlawful wes and un- 
y rameM: deſres; and is a fence and ſecurity to the 

thout er commandments, by directing us not to 

y what others enjoy, but to be fully con- 
12bo!, ted with our own ſtate and circumſtances. 
Doge Lord have mercy upon us, and write all theſe 
medi- lows in our hearts, we befeech thee. 

The Almighty was pleaſed to deliver alſo to 
obey, ies ſeveral directions for the better govern- 
»chave nt of tne people, and to eftabliſh what is 
lan ful led the Ceremonial Law. He commanded- 

to erect a tabernacle for puhlic worſhip, 

[y and id gave him particular inſtructions concern- 

\erloi, I the building and the utenſils thereof; con- 
not D cerning 
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Deliverer, whoſe foul ſhould be made an offerin 
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cerning the office of High-prieſt, and the fe 
ration of the Levites for the performance 
divine ſervice; and concerning the burnt-offe 
ings and ſacrifices. 

There was a material difference betwez 
the moral and the ceremontial law; the form 


was far more excellent and valuable than g 


latter. The moral law is in its own natu H Fi 
good and excellent, and carries with it an h t9 4 
trinſic obligation; it is invariable, and mufſÞſued t! 
continue the ſame. for ever. But the ceremnmi quired 
law received all its efficacy and all its power i ey pre 


obliging, merely from its being poſitively condi * god 
manded; it was only of a temporary naturJſor{bip 
and given to a peculiar people; it was th al ar 
ſhadow of things to come, and to continue Me imp. 
longer than till the ſubſtarſte actually appexWrtaker 
ed. — The end and uſe of it was, partly to de all t 
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tinguiſh the Jets, and, as it were, fence then 
againſt the idolatry of the neighbouring nations 
partly, by their purifications and waſhings, t 
remind them of purity of heart, and oblige then 
more ſtrongly to the practice of ali moral dutie 
but chiefly, by their offerings and ſacrifices, tt 
cheriſh a lively faith and hope in that grea 


and ſacrifice for fin. The law was a ſchool-maſit 
to the Fews to bring them unte Chriſt, 
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betwes ny 
forme 
than th 


Enn 


1 nat HE N Moſes had delayed, for ſeveral days, | 
it an i 79 come down out of the mount, (for he con- 
1d my{Moued there forty days and nights,) the people 


quired Aaron to make them ſome gods; and 
ey prevailed upon him to ferm a golden calf, 


remon 
O Wer ( 


ly con god for them, to be the object of their 
natun Horſhip, and their guide and conductor. (5 How 
vas teak and blameable was Aaron in yielding to 


inue Me importunity of the people, and becoming a 


appexWrtaker of their ſin? Yet, alas! how apt are 
to die all to give way to the humour and opinion 
ce thenliſſ{ the company we keep, even againſt the light 


nation our minds, and the conviction of our con- 


ings, Hiences? The fear of man bringeth a ſnare, but 
ge then$9 putteth his truft in the Lord, ſhall be ſafe.— 
| duties they were paying adoration to their new 


fices, Hol, and finging and dancing round it, Moſes 
it greafſeme down from the mountain; and was ſo 
offer i ceedingly moved with anger at their behavi- 
{- maſter" that he threw down the” tables of the law, 
nich he had in his hand, and brake them. He 

en deſtroyed the image; and commanded the 

ns of Levi to flay thoſe, who had been prin- 
pally guilty of this idolatry. He afterwards _ 
turned to the Lord, and made interceſſion for 
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Aaron, and the people: the Lord was pleaſe 


tables of tone. 
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and re! 


to forgive their wickedneſs; and command highly 
M7 ſes to write the ten commandments on twoWnd ha 
| a pun! 
lerneſs 
| [ey w] 
cept 7 
of Can 


ney, 


The people however ſoon gave way to the 
natural corruption of their hearts; they offendel 
God again and again, and many of them fif. 
fered the juſt effect of their obſtinacy and in. 
piety. Nadab and Abihu were conſumed by fr 


from heaven for diſregarcing the fire of the Lo (= 
upon the altar, and bringing-common fire ingo 
the tabernacle, which he commanded them nat, AMeertull 
Many were deſtroyed at a place, called Taff gett 
rab, (that is a burning, becauſe the fire of th promiſ 
Lord burnt among/t them) on account of the way tc 
impatient repinings.— Many died of a pleguſſenemi: 
at Kibroth Hattaavah, (that is, the graves ere apt 
luſt) becauſe they complained of their foal giants, 
and /ufted for fleſh to cat. One man was ſtonel But 6- 
for blaſphemy; another was ſtoned for breatngſW**7 
the ſabbath; and Miriam was ſtricken wit tis VIC 
leproſy for murmuring againit Maſes. „ 
When they had proceeded farther in H “Cour 
wilderneſs, and drew near to Canaan, Mat reft of 
ſent twelve men to take a view of the land an 
its inhabitants; who brought back an evi] re Aft 
port, ſaying, The land eateth up the inhabitant tide, 
thereof, and all the people are giants, and aue wil Cignit 
5 | hemſe 
in our own fight but as greſshoppers. The Ifrat * 


ites were ſo diſheartened and terrified with thi 
account, that they again reproached Mi 
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plea ad reſolved to go back into Egypt. God was Fi 
mandeWizhly diſpleaſcd with them for this contumacy 1 


on twWnd hardneſs of heart; and declared, that for 


* 
. 
2 


> puniſhment they Should wander in the wil- 
y to t erneſs forty years, and that none of the pco- 
offendel ple, who were above twenty years of age, ex- 
em ſul.cept Vaſpua and Caleb, Thould go into the land 
ind im. Hof Canaan ; the land Sowing with milk and 
by frt0n2y, a and àabounding with a; i} 200d things. 
he Lo (5 They were Ciftruſtful of that power and 
fire in goodneſs, which had been ſo often and ſo won- 
a not Mecrfully manifeſted in their favour; and deſpaired 
| Tai: Hof getting poſſeſſion of that land, which God had 


c FH rromiſed to give them So it is with us in our 
of therſWway to the heavenly Canaan our luſts are the 


enemies, which oppoſe our entrance; and wg 
are apt, like the IJſraelites, to look upon them as 
giants, and upon ourſelves as graſshoppers. 
But 6: /2; Pong in the Lord, and go forth in the 
ner of His might; in cheerful dependence on 
his victorious aid bid defance to all your ene- 
mies, and labour with renewed diligence and 
vigour to enter into the complete and eternal 


% of God, that you may not fall after the j7 Jame 


| plague 
1 
r foo 
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and an {*272þe of unbelief and diſobedience. 
evil & Afterwards Kerab, one of the heads of a 
abitant tride, and many other perſons of conſiderable 


Gnity, upbraided Moſes and Aaron for lifting 
themſelves above the congregation, and excluding 
ethers from any ſhare of honour and power 
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THE 


| epenta! 


and attempted by a feditious tumult, to depriy 
obtains. 


them of their authority, and to take the prief. 


33 themſelves. But their rebellion wx Afte! 
puniſhed in a wonderful manner; for the earth they art 
] 4 

e eral VI 


opened under them, and they and all that belong 
to them, went down alive into the pit, and i 
earth claſed upon them. : 
The Maelites they: wande red up and dom 
from place to place; and in the ſandy deers 
of Kadeſb, they murmured for water; Miſs 
therefore ſtruck à rock, and it od fon 
ſtreams before them: but upon this occaſin 
22 es and Aaron neglected to give the eglon 
of the miracle to God, and Anne the nos | 
and power of it in ſome degree to themſelves WP tt 
at which God was ſo highly offended; that he de mans: 
elared, they ſhould not enter the land of Promil, both 
Before From thence the people journeyed ts ful an 
Chrit Mount Hor, where Aaron died; and be- Ing ta 
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ing refuſed by the king of Edom to paß“ 
thro his country, and in want of provitons had p 
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they again rebelled againſt Moſos: for which whicl 


crime God ſent fiery ſerpents among them, by tied 
whoſe | bites many were deſtroyed; but upon | heave 
ae r 


their humility and repentance, he commandel 
AZofes to hang a brazen ſerpent upon a crols; 
and the wounde ed perſons, by looking upon it 
were healed. (# What a lively 8 Was 
this of him, who offered himſelf a facrifice upon 


the croſs ; and upon beholding whom with true 
repent- 
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55 
repentance and faith, the wounded conſcience 
obtains pardon and peace! 

After ſeveral marches and encampments, 
they arrived at Pgah, and having gained ſe- 
eral victories over the Amorites, proceeded to 
the plains of Moab. Balak, the king of Moab, 
terrined at their approach, ſent for the prophet 
Baiaam to curie them in a ſolemn manner; 
but when he came, the prophetic ſpirit of God 
over-ruled his Intentions, and cauſed him to 
bleſs them. 
At length 1sfes, being one hundred 
= and twenty years old, Pu knowing that 

the time of his death drew near, ſet be- 
fore the people the repeated mercics and com- 
mands of God, and exhorted and preſſed them, 
both by promiſes and threatnings, to a faith- 
ful and conſtant obedience. After which have 
ing taken (from the top of Mount Piſgah) a. 
view of the country of Canaan, which the? ord 
had promiſed to the poſterity of Abraham, and 
which they were ſoon to take poſſeſſion of, he 
died in peace, and was tranilated into the 
heavenly Canaan, that better country, where. 
ue rivers of pleaſure, and joys for evermore. 
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CH AF. XXL 
THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN BY JOSHUA 


U P ON the death of Mojes God appoint 
Foſhua to be commander and judge on 
the Jſraelites, and to conduct them into the [a 
of Canaan and as no leſs than the divine i 
could ſupport him in ſuch a difficult undertik 
ing, the Almighty endued him with ſtrengt 
and wiſdom equal to the work, and encourage 
him with this gracious promiſe, I will neu 
leave thee, nor forſake thee. G Every ſincet 
Chriſtian may apply theſe words to himfelt, ai 
in the midſt of the greateft fears and dangen 
not only tr/?, but even boaſt in the divine pre 
ſence and protection, boldly ſaying, the Lordi 
my helper; I will not fear what man ſhall | 
unto me. For God hath ſaid, 1 will , never la 
thee nor forſake thee. | 
 _ F«ſhua, having le earned the ſtate of the coun 
try, and the diſpoſition and ſtrength of the in. 
habitants, by two ſpies, whom he ſent to Jen. 
, the firſt city on the other fide of the rive 
Jordan, led the army to the bank of the river; 
and the prieſts, by divine direction, went be- 
. fore the people, bearing the Ark of the Covenant 
'The ark was a ſmall cheſt, or coffer, overlai 
with gold ; the lid or cover of which was cal- 
ad the Mercy eat, being conſidered as ti} 
place 
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Jos 
ace of God's ſpecial and gracious preſence. It 
as called the ark of the covenant, becauſe it was 
ſymbol or repreſentation of the covenant made 
$11, Wctween God and his people, and contained the 


o tables of the law, which they were required 
n their part, to fulfil—God was pleaſed to 
onfirm the authority of Fo/hua at Fordan, as he 
ad before confirmed the authority of Moſes at 
he Red ſea; for as ſoon as the feet of the 
rieſts touched the extremity of the river, the 


ppoints 
dge one 
the la 
vine a 
ndertak 


ſtrengt urrent was ſtopped; the dry ground appeared; 
-OurarWnd the people paſſed over in ſafety. 
ill neu Jeu, immediately laid ſiege to Fericbo; and 


fter a ſolemn proceſſion of the army, with the 
rieſts bearing the ark round the city once a 
ay for ſeven days, the walls of it ſuddenly fell 
own flat to the ground; ſo that the /ſraelites 
ntered and took poſſeſſion of the place without 
y difficulty. The Lord had commanded them 
tterly to deſtroy all the people of the land, on 
ccount of their groſs idolatry and monſtrous 
ickedneſs, and thus to make them a monu- 

n-Fnent of his juſt diſpleaſure and hatred againſt 
0 Vein: they therefore put all the inhabitants to 
e rede ſword, and ſpared not a living creature, 
> riverWxcept R4hab and ner family, who | had enter- 
ent be-Mained the ſpics, and obtained from them a pro- 
venantulc of {at ty. 
As ſoo s Joſhua had reſtored order to the 
1s cal- amp after the deſtructio. i of Jericho, he ſent 
as theMirec tout inen againſt the city Ai, where 
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THE C' 


they met with an unexpected repulſe on x 
count of the impiety of Achan, who, contr 
to the expreſs direCtion of God, had taken a 
_ concealed a rich garment and a wedge of gde of 
part of the Pander of Fericho (FF Take heed, fff... divi. 
beware of covetouſneſs. — The treachery howe f the! 
being diſcovered, and the people ſanctified by 
the puniſhment of the offender, they again at 
tacked the city and took it. Upon this th 
neighbouring kings were alarmed and joins 


bt; and 
e ſeve 
he nu n 


reſerve 
vere to 
ther tr 
he ofte 


their forces together; but the Gzbeonztes, fea 75055 
ful of the event, ſent meſſengers to Fo/bu roſperi 
and by a ſtratagem obtained an alliance wit;hlihr 
him. He afterwards defeated the army of tiWrawin: 
Canaanites, and put the confederate kings u RPA 
death. The power of God was remarkath emind, 
_ diſplayed upon that occaſion; for during tine ma 
flight of the enemy, the clouds were convertWftow 
into very large hail-ſtones, by which more weWhewed 
deſtroyed than by the ſword; the ſun and ts well 
moon alſo ſtood ſtill, and the day was coniideriſlef the 
bly lengthened, ſo that the zeal of the //raclitaWays, b 


was not obſtructed in the purſuit and laughter 
of their adverſaries. 

Thus the Lord God fought for Iſrael, and led 
them on to ſucceſſive victories, till the Canaan 
3tes were almoſt wholly ſubdued. Then 7oſhud 
applied himſelf, by the direction of God, to the 
diviſion of the land: an exact ſurvey of it ha- 
ing been taken, each tribe had a poſſeſſion bj 
lot; 


1th. ( 
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will u 
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t; and the land fo allotted was divided amoi 
e ſeveral families of the tribe, according to 
he nu aber of perſons belonging to it. The 
ribe of Levi indeed had no ſhare or portion in 
e diviſion of the land; becauſe, bcing-choſen 
the Lord to be his prieſts and miniſters, to 
reſerve knowledge and preach the law, they 
vere to be 1ntermixed for that purpoſe with the 
her tribes, and to be ſupported by tithes and 
he offerings of the altar, 

Faſhua governed the Tſraclites in peace and 
roſperity about ſeventeen years aft-r their eſ- 
bliſhment in Canaan; when, finding himſelf 
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eads of the tribes before the Lord; and having 
eminded tnem, in a very pathetic ſpeech, of 
ne many wonderful mercies which God had 
deſtowed upon them and their fathers, and 
hewed them how much it was their intereſt, 
a5 well as duty, to perſevere in the pure worſhip 
of the Deity, and the faitnful obſc rvance of his 
laws, he exhorted them to renew their covenant 


and led 


Anddu- 


, to thi 


Voice ꝛbill we obey, 
it nav 


will we ſerve, and his 


on by 
lot; 


— << wean; — 
n 


raw ing towards his end, he aMembled all the 


1th God in ſuch a ſolemn manner, as might 
hx a laſting impreſſion upon their hearts. To 
hich they all cheerfully afſented, and engaged 
then. {clves by the moſt ſacred proteſtations and 
promiſes, declaring publickly, T he Lord our God 
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THE HISTORY OF THE JUDGES. 


deore HERE is no expreſs record, thi 


Chriſty 5 : : efore 
1425. any particular perſon immediate fa 
ſucceeded Jaſbua in the title and power of Judt Ne 
of Iſrael; yet there is great reaſon to apprehen{{iup, e 
that Caleb acted in that character, who at tht ow 
He na 


head of the tribe of Judah gained many vid 
ries over the neighbouring nations; ſever 
other tribes alſo gained great advantages on: 


ith h 
he De 
reſts 
purſue 
this tin 
ff Ber: 
0 0ne 
rethr: 


The Lord however did not entirely drive out 
the Canaanites but on account of the diſobe 
ence of the //raclites, ſuffered ſome to remain 
as inſtruments for their chaſtiſement, declaring 
to them, they ſhall be as thorns in your ſides, and 
their gods ſhall be a ſnare unto you. 
Accordingly indeed by converſing with the 

heathens and intermarrying with them, (which 
they were forbidden to do) they ſoon forgot the 
Lord God, who had done ſuch great things fol 
them, and ſerved the gods of thoſe countries 
called Baalim, The word Baal ſignifies Lord: 
theſe falſe gods were generally worſhipped upon 
high places, which were full of trees and ſhadyffand cr 


groves. ( How ſhould we learn from the ex-|ſſtte { 
ample of the Jews to avoid the company of the Kg 
wicked 


8 


8 THE HISTORY OF THE JUDGES. Gr 
ricked and profane; for evil communication cor- 
gts good manners. In conſequence of their 


lolatry and wickedneſs, the hand of the Lord 
vas againſt them for evil; and they were much 


* araſſed and perplexed with internal calamities 


nd foreign enemies. 


rd, th; 


"= Micah, of the tribe of Ephraim, had ſo 
1ediate = far degenerated from true religion, as to 
ff Ju b ſet up images in his own houſe for wor- 
prehen hip, excuſing himſelf on account of his diſtance 
o at tom Shiloh, where the Tabernacle was placed: 
y vidſle had prevailed likewiſe upon a Levite todwell 

ſoverWith him, and perform religious offices: but 


ges ot 
plantet 
rive out 
diſobe 
remain 
eclarim 
des, and 


riefts and the images, carried them away, and 
urſued: the ſame idolatrous worſhip.—About 
this time alſo the people of Gibeab, of the tribe 


o one of the Levites and his wife; and their 
rethren, inſtead of giving up the offenders to 
puniſhment, when they were demanded by the 
ther tribes, protected them: upon which a 
bloody war enſued, and the Benjamites were 
imoſt totally deſtroyed. 

The Lord alſo ſuffered the people to fall an 


vith the 

(which 
got the 
ings for 


2untrieseay conqueſt into the hands of the king of 
Lord: MMrſepotamia, who exacted a heavy tribute from 
d uponſſſtiem for eight years; but upon their repentance | 
d ſhadyfſand crying to him for help, he raiſed up Othnze 

the ex- Ie ſon-in-law of Caleb, to be their Judge, 
of theo defeated their enemies, and gave them 
Wicked 


peace 


—— bak 
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he Danites, having accidentally diſcovered the 


f Benjamin, were guilty of horrid barbarity | 
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peace and tranquility for forty years. Aﬀer 
Befor: the death of Othnrel, the children of lirae 
Chriſt, again did evil in the fight of the Lord, who 
1325.4 for that reaſon reduced them into (ubj 0 
tion to the Moabites, till they turned unto him 
with humility and penitence : upon which he 
recovered them from their flavery by the hands 
of Ehud. After him, Shamoar, a man of fins 
gular ſtrength and valour, made a great flauznter 
of the Philiſtines, who had invaded their terri- 
tories; and he wrougat out their deliverance. 
Theſe warnings however had but little effeq; 
they again offended God, and were therefore 
_ expoſed to the oppretiion of Fabin, king of Cu. 
naan, for many years; but when they were 
brought to a ſenſe of cheir — he ſet them 
free by Deborah, who judged Iſrael; for Barak, 
under her direction, defcated a numerous army 
commanded by Siſera; and Jael killed Siſerg 
by driving a nail into his temples, 

W niie "hes y enjoyed the fruits of this deliver- 
ance in peace and plenty, they ungratefully 
forgot tivir Almihty COD and fell again 
into idolatry and n. U This was general 
their (ale, and is indeed the caſe of many: in 
the time of dagger and diſtreſs, they ſee thei 
folly, and humble themſelves before the Lord 
but in the time of profperit they become care- 


Teſs and profane; nd rheir Janguage is, Who 
is the Lord that we ſhould obey his voice != 
For their repeated crimes they were brought in- 
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i) miſerable bondage under the Midianites, till 
upon their repentance an Angel called, Gideon, 
ſrom the threſhing-floor to be Judge of Iſrael, 
who performed many glorious actions, and not 
only freed them from their enemies, but alſo 
reſtored them to a flouriſhing condition, and led 
them from idolatry to the true worſhip of God, 
oe At his death Abimelech, one of his ſons, 
brit, having {lain all his brothers, except Jo- 
py tham, perſuaded the SHechemites to make 
him king, This occaſioned ſome civil diſſen- 
tons among the people; but after three years, 
as he was beſieging a city, he was ſlain, —Tola, 
the next judge, governed the ſtate for twenty- 
three years with prudence and ſucceſs : but 
during the adminiſtration of his ſucceſſor, Farr, 
the people rejected the worſhip of their own 
God, their almighty friend and benefactor, and 
adopted and ſerved the gods of all the neigh- 
bouring nations. The Philiſtines and Ammonites 
were therefore ſtirred up againſt them, and in- 
vaded them on every fide. Upon which the I 
raelites, in great conſternation and deſpair, ran 
o the Deity whom they had offended, and ear- 
neſtly implored his protection and ſuccour: but 
be faid unto them, Go and cry unto the gods 
which ye have choſen ; let them deliver you in the 
time of your tribulation. Yet upon their humble 
Pefore Confeſſion and repentance, he raiſed up 
6, Jepthah to be their Judge and deliverer. 
* Tepthah was a man of great courage and 
power; 


| 
K 


obliged to do unte her according to his vow. 


deteſtable in his ſint; and Zepthah mut 


obligatory, where the matter of it 1s clearly 
_ unlawful. The words alio may be underſtoo 


a ſingle recluſe life. The diſcharge of th 
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power; he defeated and drove out the Amm 
nites, invaded their land, deſtroyed many of the 
cities, and revived the liberty and glory of [| 


of any 


petuat 


rael, But he blaſted his own glory, and em 1 
bittered all his days, by one act of indiſcretio 88 
and raſhneſs: for before he took the field again ds 
the enemy, he made a yow, that if he ſhouf by 


. il d 
return victorious, he would offer unto the Lor | 


whatever came firſt out of his houſe to mer 
him. Unhappily his daughter, impatient t 
ſee her father again, ran out firſt to embrace 
him; and the afflicted parent thought him 


There is reaſon to believe, that the victin 
of this raſh vow was not offered as a human 
ſacrifice to God; becauſe ſuch ſacrifices wer 
expreſly forbidden by the law, as odious ant 
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othing 
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pon h 
hat co 
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lon Ou 


l be 


have known, that no oath can be binding and 


in a more favourable ſenſe, as 1:nplying onlj 
that ſhe was to be the Lord's, that is, to be de 


voted wholly to the ſervice of God, and to lex After 


cceſſi 
fare m. 
brit, de 
5 na 
us, ar 
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e ren 


vow, however, according to this mild con 
ſtruction, muſt have occaſioned great anxiet 
and grief to Fepthah, becauis tnus he ſeclude 
his beloved daughter from all iociety; he wa 
Geprived for ever of her company; and, as tht 
Was his only child, could have no. expectatio 
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ofany poſterity to inherit his fortune and per- 
petuate his name. 

E YVows are not to be made without great 
wtion and deliberation. When we preſume, 
ps it were, to make bargains with God, and en- 
gage concerning temporal affairs, that if He 
ill do ſuch a'thing for 5s, we will do ſuch a 
hing for Hin; we do but t:mpt God, and lay 
\ ſnare for ourſelves.--- All vows, however, 


nce, are not only lawful, but prudent and ex- 


e. edient. We ſhould endeavour to bind our 

victim reacherous hearts to him with the moſt ſo- 
human mn ties, and firmly reſolve to be and to do 
8 "I othing but what is agreeable to his will. Par- 
das Ycularly every Chriſtian ſhould ſeriouſly reflect 
5 mut on his baptiſmal vb, and frequently renew 
ung Mat covenant with God in the facred ordi- 
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ance appointed by Him, through whoſe media- 
on our ſincere, though imperfect obedience 


ll be accepted, even Jeſus Chriſt. 


cceſſivel/ Judge Ißrael, of whom nothing re- 
markable is recorded. God then raiſed 2 


fore 

named 8% % His birth was miracu- 
us, and forctela by an angel, and he was en- 
bed with an uncommon degree of ſtrength. 
le rent a lion as he would have rent a kid, 


4a. 
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hich are formed merely to bring us nearer to 
od, and oblige us to a more ſtedfaſt obedi- 


After Fe/:45, 1924n, and Elon, and Abdon 


rift, deliverer in an extravrdinary manner, 


| 
| 
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ter as wormwood, and her feet go down to deat 


2 

: He killed a thouſand Philiſtines with the jane was 
bone of an aſs; and being ſhut up in the cit great 
Gaza, carried off the large heavy gates, and ſco! 
eſcaped, He became a flave however to genie e Cried 
pleaſure, and was at length perſuaded by e aven 
artifices of a treacherous woman, named fen h. 
lilah, to diſcover the fatal ſecret concerning Mee pri 
ſtrength, that it conſtſted in his hair. G 7 any o 


lips of a wicked woman drop as a honey=combya igt; 
ſhe flattereth with her wvords; but her end is bd the 


ins. 
Dalilah ſoon took an opportunity, while EA, 
was ſleeping, of cutting off his hair, and de ho, t 
vering him into the hands of the Ph:li/tinfliolent 
who confined him in priſon and put out the 


eyes. (= The gifts and advantages, willihns, 7 
which God diſtinguiſhed the Judges and other 


according to the exigencies of his people, d 


er hin 


| mes; 
not exempt them from human frailties: tn w 
might be furniſhed with miraculous endoſe gr. 


ments, and yet fall ſhort of thoſe moral grande , 
and virtues, which are the objects of his ſpec 
favour. Many will plead in the laſt aut 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophefied int 
name? and in thy name done many wonde! 
works? to whom however he will anſwer, Dt 
part from me, ye workers of iniquit). 

When Samſan had paſſed ſome months! 
miſcrable ſervitude, (in which time bis . 
was grown again, and his ſtrengtn returne 
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e was brought forth by the Pyiliſtines, upon 


great feſtival, as an object of their mockery 


ites, and ſcorn. Full of indign- ion at this inſult, 
o fenfulle cried unto the Lord for help, that he might 


1 by eavenged for the loſs of his eyes; and having 
ken hold of the pillars of the houfe, in which 
e princes and nobles we” aſſembled with 
any others, he bowed hin. with all his 
wht; upon which the houſe fell, and Samſon 
nd the Philiſtines were burie” TO r in the 
to deatins. 

while Eli, the high-prieſt, ſccerdes as Tales 
and delWho, though of good diſpo!: ons, was very 
Hiliſtinghaolent and remiſs in the vernment both 
t out if the nation and his own fainily. His two 
es, wins, Hophni and Phineas, who officiated un- 
d other him, were guilty of the moſt infamous 
pple, mes; and by their example led the people, 
es : theo were naturally prone to wickedneſs, into 
_ endonifſſe greateſt abominations. Becauſe his ſons 
al grace themſelves vile, and he reſtrained them not, 
is ſpecſe Lord threatened to take the prieſthood 
iſt avon his houſe, and to deſtroy his family. Not 
1 in ig after this, the Philitines attacked and de- 
ated the Iſraelites; Hophni and Phineas were 
wn, and the ark of the covenant, which had 
en brought into the camp in order to encou- 
ge the people and terrify the enemy, was 
"I God ſuffered that ſpecial token of his 
relence to be removed from his people, be- 


wc their minds Were eſtranged from him, and 
hs 
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wonder, 
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gods, to confeſs their ſins, and to ſerve ti 


TE 
he was not in all their thoughts, Eli was ine / m: 
patient to know the event of the battle; aq meftly 
as ſoon as he heard, not only that his ſons wfeernm 
ſlain, but olfo that the ark was taken away, Mn 7X. 
fell backward trora his feat and died. "FOR 
"7 EM Ine Philiſtines carried the holy arkt ord, ſe 
ons t the city Add, and ſet it in the houſe off ori 

Dagon their god; but the vain image f lige; 
upon its face, before the ark, as it were in 0 fins 

beiſance; and God ſent a ſevere affliction af... + 

plague among the people, ſo that they gh. -.... 

Tent it back to the Iſraelites, who placed it ile. .. 
the houſe of Minadab in Gibeah, TE! 

Samuel, who had been dedicated to the Lol - _. 
in a remarkable manner, and bred up uni 2 

Eli from his infancy, ſucceeded to the goveniiſi,, mo 

ment, and acted both as prophet and judge auen 
He was favoured by the Almighty with fre leit t. 
quent revelations of his will: he preached t ' 
the people with great affection and zeal a, , 
prevailed on them to put away their ftray} ., 


Lord alone. He was allo a wile and vigil 
magiſtrate ; he adminiſtered juſtice with gra 
impartiality, and took a circuit yearly throug 
the kingdom for that purpoſe. But When! 
grew old, and incapable of diſcharging his pub 
lic office, he made his ſons Fudges over Trat 


om 
Ire ino 
hem 0 
Dee, at 


ſt! 4 
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who degenerated from their father's virtu 
perverted juſtice for the ſake of bribes, and qq 
preſſed the people: upon which the —_ 

rd 


* 
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Was nge made a general complaint to Sammel, and 
le; al meſtly requeſted him to alter their form of 
n Weiorernment, and to appoint a Ving to judge 
Way, In Le other nations. 

Samue!, by the 3 direction of the 
ord, ſet before them the many inconveniencies 
nd grievances, which would attend ſuch a 
hang? ;- and alſo informed th=m, that, by thus 
ſüſting upon it, they rejected the Eord from 
ang their king: yet when, notwithſtanding 
EC omonſirance of the prophet, they perſiſted 
Mlizately in their demand, God ordered him 
h hearken ta their voice, and was pleaſed to 
ominate $4:/ to the regal dignity. 
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ed it if 


the Lor 


Y und 
ip mae e We know not what temporal advantages 
overt | 
Sobeue moſt conducive to our true interet and 
d ſudge it. h ] erneſs and jon 
> ently, with equa] eagerneſs anc ignorance, 
vith fre 


licit thoſe things, which would be pernicious 
us, God alone knows what will help us, 
nd what will hurt us; and all our prayers 
bould be offered, as with entire dependance 
his goodneſs, ſo with entire ſubm!ifion to his 


Iched 
7.eal, at 
r ſtrang 


erve tif 


| viellanll --; 5 s 
Bhs IGOR, (GT1ve us, O Lord, the tDIUgs which 
I Y 

8 re moſt convenient for us, whether we deſire 
throug hem or not; and keep frem ws, we befeech 
when | V . : 
ia oak bee, at! evil things, even though we ſhould car- 

1 ly wiſh and fray for them. 

* * | | | | 
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grievous famine; during which, E1imelech, : 


died; upon which Nam: refolved to returt 


clave unto her, ſaying, Whither thou goeft, I wil 


him, The Lord bleſs thee, Having inquired int 
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THE BOOK OF RUTH. 


V HIL E the Jraelites were governed by 


Judges, the land was afflicted with; 


man of Bethlehem, retired for ſafety, with hi 
wife Naomi and his two ſons, into the land d 
Moab; where his ſons married Orpab anl 
Ruth. But after ſome time he and his ors 


into her own country, and defired her daugh- 
ters-in-law to remain in Moab, under the care 
and protection of their own relations.—Orpat 
with great reluctance and many tears, too 
leave of her mother, and remained; but Ruth 


ge; thy people ſhall be my people, and thy Gil 
my God: | 
Upon their arrival at Bethlehem, Ruth went 
into the fields of Boaz to glean corn for ther 
food. Boaz, though abounding in riches, wi 
diligent, condeſcending, and charitable. Ob- 
ſerve the behaviour of the maſter and the ſer- 
vants: as he went into the field, he ſaid to tht 
reapers, The Lord bg with you; and they anſwered 


the 
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e family and circumſtances of Ruth, whom 
e ſaw gleaning, he commanded the men to 
t fail ſome handfuls in her way; contriving 
tie ſame time to give her a plentiful proviſion 
ithout the appearance of giving, and to ſave 
er that ſhame and confuſion, which modeſt. 
ople feel upon receiving. 


rned H Bas was ſo charmed with the honeſt induſ- 
with of Ruth, and her dutiful affection to Naom:, 


lech, Int after a fruitleſs application to her kinſmen 
with Hr a huſband, he himſelf married her; and 
land hey had a ſon called Obed, who was the father 
% lt Je, and grandfather of David; from 
his ſongf 00m in a direct line the Saviour of the world 
\ retunlkleended, and is therefore called the Son of 
- daughs David. 
the care 
-Orpab 
85 to0 VV 
ut Ruf . | 

i, Tuuil 
thy Old 
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ore 


6 04 U L, a young man, as he was look- 
5, ing for his father's aſſes, which had 
ſtrayed from their paſture, was directed by 
e Lord to Samuel, and anointed to be King | 
er Iſrael. He was no ſooner ſcated upon his 
tone, than the men of Jabeſh- Gilead, being 
ſely beſieged by the Ammonites, implored 
s aſſiſtance; upon which he immediate! 
llected ſome forces, marched all night, at- 


3 tacked 


ith went 
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e. Ob- 
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tacked and defeated the enemy, and put theniihed 
to flight with a very conſiderable loſs. ats ?- 
After this Jonathan, the fon of Saul, took vhty | 

_ garriſon from the P/rliftines; who were { ung 
much enraged at it, that they marched again Joy m. 
the {/raelites with a very numerous army. IMs Is 
people were filled with conſternation and de refore 
ipair; and Saul, though he had been com „ Ho 
manded by Samuel to wait for his coming, g. 
hoping to raiſe the drooping ſpirits of ks ſub Lord 
jects, offered the burnt-offering himſelf; f -7 
which act oi preſumption the Prophet ſharpñ he: 
rebuked him, and told him that h:s Kinga, Iira 
would not continue. The Lord was pleaſelih-- 5 
however, in compaſſion to the people, to favoulfoq 1 
the arms of Jonathan, and grant a remarkabt deen 
victory over the enemy. muſt 
Saul was afterwards ſent to execute judy al tu 
ment upon the Amalch:tes, with an expreſs con or .. 
mand not to leave any creature alive. But Wh 4.1 
obeyed the command only in part; for he ſay n7-ki 
Agag their king, and the beſt of the cattle: Han 
when Samuel, upon hearing the bleating of i 1 
ſheep and the Iowing of the oxen, charged hi. fav 
with thc failure, he pretendcd that he had fare nor re 
the cattle for a ſacrifice unto the Lord. eripty 
(7 There can be no good excuſe for ti to 
wilful violation of our duty. Can we be fahrt his 
to do the will of God, while we do it only mis F 
ſome particular inſtances, and knowingly il . 
glect it in others? Can a partial obedience n the 
Juftut 
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fed in the fight of God, or to our own 
ts !— Could thoſe ſpoils, which the Al- 
hty had commanded to be deſtroyed, be hk 
ding jacrifice to him zor an external cere- 
uy make amends for the breach of an ex- 
y. Thats luv f — Certainly not. — The Prophet 
and derefore rejected tne hypocritical defence, and 
n com, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt— 
ung, rings and ſacrifices, as in obeying the voice of 
his fub Lord / Behold, to obey is better than ſacri- 
elt; -T baſt rejected the word of the Lord, 
t ham the Lord bath rejected thee from being king 
kings e | 
plealedſÞe-- Prue religion conſilts in doing the will 
© favou God Vith ſincerity of heart. We mult re- 
narkab ce not only this or that fin, but all fin; 
[muſt obey not c1ly this or that command, 
al the command: of God, without os 
els cont or reſerve. Ther ſhall J not be aſhamed, 
But n ſhall I have confidence in thy favor and 
he far nz-kindnels, when Have reſpect unto all thy 
ttle: 20 1 dnents.—Saul was deeply aftected with 
ng of . denunciation of Samuel: The loſs of the 
gec hne favor was attended with great perplexity 
14d 1219Þ horror: there is 15 peace to the wicked, ſaith 
ſeripture. In this unhappy ſituation he was 
led to try the power of mu'ic, in order to 
rt his thoughts, and lull his mind to reſt, 
[this purpoſe, David, a ſhepherd, the ſon of 
, who was famous for playing ſkiltuily 
n the harp and ſinging hymus, was recom- 
mended 
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i '. ot ; # * 
mended to him; and his muſic was to n a 


lent, that it charmed the paſſions of the kin 1 . 
and in a great meaſure removed his diſorder, uiting 
The P ill tines returned with recruited for linay's 
againſt 7/rael; and, when both armics we : Wl 
encamped near cach other, Goliath, the 
day after day, challenged any of the Jad | the 
to decide the war by a ſingle combat: but] time 
was. of ſuch a pr odigious Mature that the (i 5 
diers of Hau were terrified at the ſight of H be 1 
and ſhrunk back from the encounter. YaWeut 
avid, however, who came in the mean tee otl! 
to vilit his brothers in the camp, as ſoon comn 
he, heard his inſulting language, was mont d: 
with indignation, and refolved to "gn fer He 
gigantic champion. For he truſted in Wt Jo; 
Alwighty, by whoſe aſſiſtance he had form Dar 
17 lain both a lion and a bear, which had: ger, 
Aa his flocks; that Ile would alſo dei his 
into his hand this proud PHiliſtine, who Ws don 
reproached and defied the armics of the lui lere, 
God. | le, he 
The Ira olites Rood in amazement, and tre this 
bled for the adv: nturous ſtripling, who veny « 
forward with only a ling in his hand, aud 21 bro 
pebble ſton. s in his hepherd* s bag. Gruricd 
on the Other hand, treated him with info M"y re 
diſdain, and threatencd % give hrs fleſh ts ere, 
oruls of the air and to the beaſts of the fon rlued 
| David, guided and ſupported by an in“ lt : 
litre 


power, ſlang a ſtone, which penetrated eb 
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fo cx 11s adverſary, ſo that he fe!l upon his face t9 
the H aft h. At the fight of which, the {jrazlctes, 
TAR ulting with joy, attacked the army of the 
ited for may cd Philiſtines, and obtained a complete 
cory over them. a 


nies we 0 | | | 
4 9 The admiration and applauſe, exprefied by 
Lac 
t: but! 
it the “., What a wretched temper it is, 


nt of de miſerable upon thoſe occations, Which 


the people in honour of David, excited 
ntiments of envy and jealouſy in the breaft 


VorlMWurht to give pleaſure and delight; and to 
te others for thoſe excellencies, which ſhould 


mean tir 


is ſoon Mcommend them to our lovel— This malig- 
as moWnt diſpoſition, by degrees, ſo far prevailed 
fight Heer Sau, that he reſolved to deſtroy David : 


ed in 
24 form: 
h had! 
Ifo deli 
„ who | 
the li 


ut Fonathan, whoſe ſoul was knit with the ſoul 
David in friendſhip, informed him of his 
anger, and adviſed him to fiee from the anger 
his father. Dabid therefore retired from 
$c0minions to Gath, a city of the Phili/tines, 
dere, being diſcovered, and in danger of his 
tt, he pretended to be mad. Having eſcaped 
j this artifice, he fled to Adullam, where 
any of his relations and friends, and others 
{broken fortunes and diſcontented minds re- 
ted to him. He could not find however 
ly reſt or dwelling-place; for Saul, as it 
ere, hunted him upon the mountains, and 
tued him whitherſoever he went. 

lt happened once, that Sul, being alonc, 
tered into a cave, where David and ſome 
E 2 friend 
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friends had concealed themſelves. The com. 
parions of David preſſed him to put an end v 

all his diſtreſſes, by the death of his unjuf 
perſccutor ; to which he mildly anſwered, 65 
Frbid that Ihn ftretch forth my hand aguii 
the Lord's anointed. £5 A good man will ng 
take any unlawtul advantage of his enemy; 
nor feek deliverance from danger by ſuch me. 
thods, as are inconfiſtent with the Will « 
God. 27 Ado good to them thit 
hate you; pray for them that perfecute you= 
When &au/ was gone out of the cave, Dun 
called after him, and expoſtulated with hin 
concerning the unreaſonableneſs of his hatred 
_ againſt a man, who had never done him an 
injury; and who, having that day had it in 
his power to avenge himſcif, had yet ſpared 
his life. Saul was melted into tenderneſs with 
this undeferved generoſity and goodneſs, and 
laying alice his anger, returned to Feruſalm 
in peace. | 5 

Near the place of David's reſidence lived 
Nabatl, a man abounding in flocks and herds 
but brutal and churlith in his temper. Davih 
who by keeping his men under ſtrict diſcipling 
protected the cattle of this man from plunder 
ers, fent meſſengers to! u at the time of ſheep- 
ſhearing, requeſting ſome proviſions. The 
ſelſih bal, however, not only. retulec but 


de your Enemies 


treat. d the meſlengers rudely, and fpoke re 


mroachiully of ee himſelf; who was fo ol. 
fende 
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2 Me 
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nded with the ingratitude and inhumamity of 
1e co. De man, that he threatencd to dettroy nm 
n end nd bis family. But 477477, the wife of Na- 
S unfuſ a woman of a beautiful perſon and gentle 
ed, C5 poſition, carried a rich fupply ct proviſion to 
L Agia; and with her preſents and toft p 
will nate words appeaſed his indignation, and pre- 
enemy;Mented the fhiedding of blood. -In a inort time 
uch me. Lord inte Naval, that he died; and atter- 
will dards David invite 1 Abigail to come to him, 
Dem that it married her. | 


5» 61 
12 ſua⸗ 


2 90. The anger and hatred of S from revived! 
| Dani e ungratefully forgot the generoſity ef David 


n ſparing his life in the cave, and marched 
gainſt him with three thouſand men into 2 
ilderneſs of Ziph. There David had anothe 

pportunity of Killing Haul, and putting hh 
town upon his own head: for going to view 
he camp, he entered into the tent of Saul, 
white he was ſleeping: but his piety prevailed 
wer his intereſt, and he only carried away a 
dear and a pitcher of water, as tokens of the 
ce livedMins's danger, and of his own innocency. AS 


d herd nas 08 Was appr] ized of what had fed; 


Davis 


1th hin 
S Natred 
him any 
ad it in 
t ſpared 
eſs with 
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erujalm 


e acknowledged the fuperior virtue and gene- 


ſcipling pott of David, promiſed not to make any fur- 
plunde- er attempt upon his life, and having blefled 


f ſheep- 
„ 
fed, Dut 
zoke Ie 
is fo oi 


fended 


um returned to his own city. 

After a few years Sau was reduced to a very 
plorable condition; he was attacked by an 
amy of the Philiſtines, far ſuperior in number 


E. 3 aun 


——_— 


r 


. k 
Wi ti} great Courage; but bo: 11 at length Obel 
d — WW — 


78 THE REIGN OF SAUL, 


and ſtrength to the forces of lfraet, which h 
drew out againſt them: and, when he e 
quired of the Lord concerning the event, th 
Lord gave him no anſwer. This filled him wit 
the utmoſt perplexity and terror; he wwas afrei 
and his heart great trembled; for he well kna 

that there could be no ſucceſs without theft 


Art 
vor and aſſikance of God. — A battle howerWes 
ſoon chlued: the engagement between the Jr ected 
mies was very ſharp and violent. engt 


* 1 
oli 


aud two of his brenne ſupported the g“ 
Mauls 
0560 


DVCT . 


pov ed and flain, all vas diorder and cn 
ultori and the Jjraclites fled. Saul himk 
Iſo fled; and on mount Gi. zu, being fatigue 


0 wounded, and fear ful of . into th 


DetWe: 


hands of the enemy, he threw himſelf upon i ou 
ſword and died. er; 
Dau! lamented, with unſeigned ſorrow, th tx 
death of Saul and „ in theſe pathet I t 
words: The be j] of {jr gel 1s Vain; ; how an Anta. 
the night Fulle * 7 * Net! 777 25 Ciche 50 ta bl 
there be no dew % p vous for t th e #Þ wy 1 0 
the mighty 15-411; WE ly C . away, roen the hich | bes 
Saul um fer fled f for thee, my brother fun Devi 
than; thy love t9 me Was Wo! der?! ut, paſjung th 9 
lows Th Wonen. Hliio are the It y Fail: 77, ai +a 
{114 wWeapms of war ter 2 ted! =h 
mate 
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fore 1/TD,.. who had been privately 
anointed king by Samuel, Was di- 
ted by God, upon the death of 9a, to te- 
10VC 0 Hebron Where the tribe of Fudan 
mointed him to be their king: while Aoner, 
baus general, at 1 the other tribes. proclaimed 
nhfrethy the remaining fon of Haul, King 
wer Jrarl. An open war ſoon commenced 
etwecn the two rival Princes, Wich PCs 
ued for ſeveral years, till IHbaſheth was bar- 
zrouſly murdere 2d by two of his own captains : 
iter which, the confpirators, with full depend- 
Ince upon a gracious reception, fled to David 
th the news; but, though the event was ad- 
antzzeous to him, that good prince deteſted 
tle bloody y fact, and commanded the authors of 
t to be put to death. The heads of all the 
rides immediately ſubniitted to the WO of 
David, and ananted him A ing over lfracl. 

Inſpired with a grateful 3 of the nuniber- 
ks and various inſtances of divine goodneis, 
wich had taten him from the fhort-coty am 
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mae him riler or 1775 act; it Was his ſtudy 
Tad delight to promote the glory and worſhip 
0 God ) ail Ti fo diſcharge the Impor allt du: tt 8. 


1 A E L 4 Ci 


i: 1 IT '; 22a rn. EOS : 


— 


Bo THE REIGN OF DAVID, 


of that ſtation, to which he had been ſo Won | The 


derfully raiſed. He brought the ark of wn t 
Lord from the houſe of 4binadab to Feruſal wing 1 
iN a ſolemn triumphant proceſſion, with mug fou 
and ſongs of joy. He was alſo deſirous ored t 
building a ſtately temple to the Lord, 2 N pla 
nxt of public worſhip ; but the Almi Gr 
tent Nathan, the prophet, to inform him, th enerou 
though his intention was highly acceptable, Mom tt 
the execution of it ſhould be reſerved for Hat i. 
fon, whom God would eſtabliſh in the king (= ] 
dom, and bleſs with proſperity and peacY=.,.q m 
(= Men are apt to be offended, if their goofs feſo 
intentions are not carried into execution NW²e 
their own time, and in their own manner id, w 


but all our defigns ſhould be formed and puren ot 
ſued with ſubmiſſion to Providence, and ne ine 
| ſhould cheerfully ſacrifice our private wilhe -auty 


to the will and glory of God.—The fervent... 
zeal of David was not extinguiſhed or abatel 
by the divine prohibition ; tho? the pious and 
honourable work was deferred to adorn ti a f. 
reign of his ſon, yet he applied great care andſþrets;; 
diligence in making preparations for it ; and omin 
immenſe quantities of gold, filver, and braklherou 
which he obtained both by con queſt and dyamb « 
commerce, -were dedicated to the Lord, and lately 
laid up for that ſacred purpoſe. He reipnedſytice a 
happily «ver all [ſrael, and executed judgment aniÞprong 
jt 1 'c2 unts all his people: aud the Lord was withFhay | 


J 


22, and preſerved him whitherſoever he tcert. nb 


The 
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The friendly affection, which Jonathan had 


K of 1þ kewn to him, was ſtill freſh in his mind; and 

'eruſal ving made diligent enquiry after his family, 

ith mu. found Mephiboſpelh his ſon alive, he re- 

11rous Fred to him all the poſſcſſions of his father, 

rd, as $4 placed him conſtantiy at his own table. 

\Imighi- Gratitude is the certain fruit of a go0d and 

um, th netous- heart art; and the Halit dom ariſing 

able, Mom the exerciſe of it, proves experimentally, 
1 for lipat it is more bleſſed to give than ta re eive. 


1 fo won 


12 king E But, alas, what 15 man; 5 what are EVE n 
1 peaeood men! tl ir belt diſpoſitions, their ſtrong- 


Cir goa reſolutions, how uncertain and ch ang eable 

ution M- We have an alarming inſtance of it in Pa- 

manner who ſuffered impure deſires to get poſſeſ- 

and puhon of his heart, and then gave hiniſc} up to 
and "ce indulgence of them. Captivated with the 

: Wilhes cauty of Bathſheba, he took her to his own 
fervent... 


auie:: after which he cauſed. her huſband, 
/r:ah, to be ſlain, and married her, The Pro- 
net Nathan being ſent by Gol to bring him 
0 2 ſenſe of his guilt, addreſied him with the 


r abatel 
OUS and 
orn the 
are and 


retended ſtory of a rich man, who, upon the 
it; and 


oming of a ſtranger, tal ſpared his own nu- 
d bralfherous flocks, and taken away the favourite 
and byfamb of a poor neighbour. Ihe king imme- 
rd, andMliare!: condemned the rich man for his injuſ- 
reignedſice and cruelty; but ſoon found that he had 
ent antÞronounced ſentence againſt himſelf, for Na- 
as «with Nan ſaid unto him, Thou art the man : for the 
e rent mb was the wife of Urich, Upon this home- 

The | 
E 8 | attack, 


attack, his ſleeping conſcience was roufed ; hy 


his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lind 


ter which, the people reſorted to the ki ing Wi 
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mind was filled with remorſe; and the hear 
felt confeſſion of his crime burſt forth in thi 


_ honeſt confeſſion, I have ſinned againſt i Me 


Lird: and ſo ſincere and effectual was his u 
pentance, that Nathan inſtantly replied, J 
Lord alſo hath put away thy fin. G Lett 
wicked forſake his way, and the unrightezus ma 


rions 
eaſin, 
ayers 
the c 
At It 
age, 
ve hi 


for he is gracious, and merciful, and forgive 
iniquity, tranſgrefſion, and ſin. 
The laſt years of his life were embittered 

d ure 

private and public calamities: his ſon As ſal 1 
having in a great degree ſtolen the affectio 


of the people from his aged father, broke off .- 


at thc 


into open rebellion, and obliged him to f 1 
| og VID! 


from Jeriſſalem but the rebels were ſoon dt 
tcated, and the young prince, as he fled upon 
mule, was caught by his hair in the boughs 


a thick oak, and ſuſpended between heaven at 


earth, till Joab, David's general, flew him. 4 


great ſubmiſſion and zeal; yet growing jealou! 
on account of the partial regard Which 1 
{hewed for his own tribe, they revolted again 8 
him under Sheba; but they were ſoon ovens: 


powered, aud public peace Was reſtored, ſelf 
While David was enjoying the ſweets (<< 
peace and profperity, he was deſirous out ed 
vain-glory and a foolich curioſity, to know t 3 a 
"mY 


number and {trength of his ſubjects, and coi 
mande 


uſed ; hi 
1e heart 
1 in thi 
amft ii 
1s his ft 
lied, Th 
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anded Foab to take an account of all the 


ople. For this act of pride and arrogance, 
d for the wickednels of the people in gene- 
„ God ſent a dreadful peſtilence, which 
a ſhort time deſtroyed ſeventy thouſand 
rſons; and the devaſtation was itill in- 
eaſing, when God in his mercy heard the 
ayers of the penitent king, and put an end 
the calamity. 
At length, David, being about leventy years 
age, and ſenſible of the approach of death, 
ve his laſt ſolemn advice to his ſon Solomon, 
d urged this particular inſtruction : H Ob- 
we the charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in 
5 ways, to keep his ſtatutes and commandments; 
at thou mayeſt proſper in ail that thou doejt, and 
utherſoever thou turneſt th, ſelf. 


HA F. XXVI. 


THE REIGN OF SOLOMON> 

=e = OOLOMON, as ſoon as he was fet- 
. tled firmly in his Kingdom, applied: 
ſelf to the management of public affairs, and 
encouragement of divine worſhip. "Lhe Lord 


Ked down upon his conduct with approba- 
n; and, after a ſacrifice at Ci, ed 
bim in a dream, and promiſed to give him 
whats 
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whatever he ſhould aſk. The young pri 


did not aſk for long life, or riches, or hong 


n AC 
efactic 


but conſcious of the difficulty of governinF His 
extenſive kingdom, and Gilpenting juſtice over 
numerous people, he defired a wife and uniparned 
ſtanding heart, The N and mode re © 
this requeſt procured for him not only fund fi 


degree of wiſdom as exceeded that of all ot 
men; but alſo a promiſe of thoſe bleflng 
which he had not aiked, dependant upon} 
obedience to God. See ye firft the king 
of God and his righteouſneſs, and all other thi 
| ſhall be added unto you. 

An opportunity ſoon ofored f for - ws trial 
his wiſdom; two women, bringing two il 
dren, the, one dead and the other alive, came 
him for juſtice ; both diſowned the dead chi 
both claimed the living child. How couldt 
truth be diſcovered, and the infants be given 
their proper mothers! Solomon had recon 
the workings of nature for the diſcovery oft 
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roug!] 
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hefe 1 
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imſe! 
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ſecret : he commanded, that the child for wiifÞ-"r7 
they contended with equal warmth, ſhould ily, 
divided, and half of it given to cach womdſie k 


One of them was willing to have it fo dividFntre 
but the other cried out in deſpair ard aconÞeatio 
that it ſhould not be ſo; O, my. Lord, give Mfeſter 
the living child, aud by ub means ſlay it, T hie © 
fectionate anxious deſire to fave the life of tÞngs 
infant, manifeſted the true mother; and i I 

108 


N. THE REIGN OF SOLOMON. By 
ing prin} accordingly gave her the child, to the ſa- 
Y hon faction of the whole aſſembly. 
vernivY His wiſdom was no leſs diſtinguiſhed in the 
uſtice Horemment of his kingdom; ard in many 
11d uiMWrncd treatiſes, which he wrote, upon the na— 
modeſt; Ware of plants and trees, and of beaſts, birds, 
ly fudffflnd fiſhes. Peace and plenty were diffuſed 
f all ctffhrouzh his dominions, and, by his extenſive 
bleſinWliances and commerce, gold and ſilver were 
upon Wrought to him in ſuch abundance, that the 
he Hiugifliches of the world ſeemed to have been gathered 
ther ili Hogether in the city of JFeruſalem. Having by 
heſe means added a vaſt quantity of materials 
he trial Mo thoſe which David had collected, he applied 
two cihhimſelf to the great work, which his father had 
e, camt h much at heart, and built a tempie to the Lord, 
dead ct was the moſt beautiful and magnificent edifice 
could the world. The grandeur and richneſs of 
e given are thought to have exceeded all deſcription, 
ecourſe MWhen it was finifned, and the ark was depo- 
very of ted by the prieſts in the moſt holy place, the 
for wg YF the Lord filled the honſe, and appeared vi- 
ſhoull Hbly, as it were, to take poſſeſſion of it. Then 
h wo king offered up a wiſe and devout prayer, 
o dividntreating God to hear favourably the ſuppli- 
rd aconſeations, which his peop'e ſhould at any time 


„ 0700 1 
„This 
life of tl 
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Ni 


fer in or toward that holy temple ; to avert 
he evils they ſhould fear, and grant the bleſi- 
ings they ſhould aſk, 

The tame of the wiſdom and magnificence 
ef Solamen, was ſpread through all the earth; 
and 


eee 
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and dre'y many perſons of wealth and learn. 
ing ſrom the moſt diſtant nations to his court, 
P acticularly the queen of Sheba, a princeſs x 
remarkable for underſtanding, as for power and 
_ riches, came from the fartheſt part of the 
ſouth, to ſee his glory, and be an | ear-Witnel 
of his wiſdom. 

Solomon, however, fo beloved of God, and {6 
' admired by men, did not perſevere in this happy 
ſtate ; but flarted aſide like a breken bow, and 
from the love of witdom, degenerated to the 
love of women and idolatry. He took wives 
out of thote nations, with which God had com- 
manded the /ra?/:tes not to make any alliance, 
Theſe ſoon corrupted his heart, and drew him 
from the ſervice of the true God; fo that he 
built temples for idols, and worſhipped their 
gods and goddefles, going after Aſhtoreth, the 
goddeſs of the Zidoniaus; and after Milcom, the 
abomination of the Ammovites. Thus the glory 
he had obtained by his wiſdom and virtue, was 
fullied and defaced; and the Lord expreſſed his 
indignation and anger, by railing up ſeveral 
enemies againſt him; and by foretelling that 
he would take the kingdom from his family, 
and give it unto his ſervant ; except a certain 
portion of it, which ſhould be reſerved to his 
fon, for his ſervant David's ſake. 
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and ſo 
is happy 
72, and 
1 to the 
k wives 
ad com- 
alliance. 
ew him 
that he 
ed their 
eth, the 
con, the 
ne glory 
ue, was 
eſled his 
ſeveral 
ing that 
family, 
certain 


d to his 


fore RE HOBO4 V, upon the death of his 


briſt 
15 father, went to Shechern, in order to 


e proclaimed king ; where all the congrega- 
jon of Jſrael, being aſſembled on the occaſion, 
leſired him to redreſs fome grievances, and 
hten the yoke, which had been laid upon 
hem by Solomon. The oid counſellors, who 
ere experienced in the affairs of tae nation, 
adviſed him to give a kind and gentle anſwer, 
at he might ſecure the affections of the 
deople, SR i eftabliſh himſelf firmly on tne 
rone: but the advice of bis young giddy 
ompanions ſeemed, in his vain imagination, 
nore agreeable to the dignity of his govern— 
ent; and therefore, inſtead of ſoothing his 
ubjects and promiſing redreſs, he threatened 
0 increaſe their burdens, and govern them 
ith greater ſeverity than his father had done. 
en "of the tribes were ſo offended at this 
arſh anſwer, that they diſclaimed all allegi- 
nce to him; and made Feroboam, a bold am- 
tous youth, king over them. The other 
Wo tribes, Judah, and 2 A amin, adhered firmly 
to 
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88 HISTORY OF THE KINGS OF ISRAEL, 
to the intereſt of Rehoboam, and conveyed hin 
ſafely to Jeruſalem. | 

Thus this kingdom, which was juſt nt nz 
into fame, was divided into two parts, ts 
kingdom of Judah, and the kingdom of 1jrae; 
and tzus God puniihed the ins of Solomon, by 
the folly of Rehaboum; and mauifeſted to the 
world, that He is the ruler of kings, turning 
their hearts vohitherfoever he plealeth, accord 
ing as they are the objects of his merey, oro 
his indignation. . 
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of his kingdom. 
idolatry, the minds of the people were cor 
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vpiety and wickedneſs. 
He alſo took upon himſelf the office of High 
priett, and appointed any of the loweſt of tht 


+ ' 
4 
k 
+ It 
| N ſ 
1 [1 1 
$1 * : 

L 1 . 
ö \ 
11 

Pe 
4 
28 
[4 


i 


—EROBO 4475 intent — ſecuring his 
} new. kingdom, bcautified Shechem, and 
built a palace; and fearing, leſt the peopl 
if they went at the public feſtivals to worſhip 
God at Feruſalem, according to the law, ſhoull 
be induced to dwell there, and become ſub- 
jects to the king of Zudab, he ſet up two golden 
calves, as objects of worſhip, in different parti 
By this public inſtitution 


mes and a door opened to every kind 0 
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eople to be prieſts of the high places, where 
hey performed falſe worſhip. But as he was 
bout to offer ſacriſices at Bethel, a Prophet 
no came from Feruſalem foretold, that that 


yed hin 


ſt riſing 


arts, the 


f Jfraii lar ſhould be deſtroyed by a king of Juda, 
mon, biſamed %,; and when Jeroboam, being 
d to tieWncry, ſtretched forth his hand to apprehend 


im, it became withered, and as it were dead: 
et upon his humiliation and the prayers of 
he prophet, 1t was reſtored to him. He was 
ot at all reciaimed however by this wonder. 
ent, nor yet by the denunciation of divine 
iments by 4þijab; he perſiſted ſtill in his idola- 
55 and drew off the minds of the people more 
d more from the worſhip of the true God. 

ce Nadab ſucceeded his father Feroboam, 
tt and reſembled him in impiety; but within 


turning 
accord 
y Or 0 


R APL, 


ring hi 
n, aut all the family of Ferabodm to death. Baaſha 
peoples ſucceeded by his fon Elab, who in the 
 worlhipcond year of his reign, was killed by Zimri, 
„ ſhoulſl captain of his chariots. But Zimri, who 
me ſub⸗ 
o golden 
ent part 
utlon d 
ere col 


kind 0 


mediately made Or: their general, king 3 
nd Zimri, in deſpair, ſet fire to the palace, 
d was deſtroyed with it. Omr: built the city 
maria, and made it the place of his reſi- 
nee. He not only walked in tne ways of 
errboam, wha made Tjrael to fin, but is ſaid 


of High- 
ſt of the 


ere before him, 


Ahab, 
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„ two years he was flain by Baaſha, who 


ww his maſter, had no peace; for the army 


ſcripture, to have done worſe than all wha 
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918. ceeded it. Be married Jezebel, the 


and influence, built an altar to Ban i in aH ³ 


— * ho = g - > 
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remaining for herſelf aud fon, cheerfully 


act of benevolence and compaſſion, he bleſel 


to God, and the child was reſtored to life 
U Remember the poor widow's charity, au 


HI. 


Before Abab, the next king, followed the 
Chriſt, ample of his father Or, and even en 


im te 


Dad | 


aughter of Ethbas!, King of the Sidenigng! 
proud and crucl woman; ad by her periaf 


and made a grove for a ſuperſtitious and 4 rife 
pue wourihip. in his time lived Z/;jah, a gs the 
prophet, Vho, having threatened a grievous en! 
mine, on account of the e e of Abd don 
and his people, retired to the brook Cheri! 
where he was Nas tor ſome time by ravers 
The broolk at length was dried up; he the 
went to Lateath where a poor incultrion 


» J. y Fe) 
Widow, who, OE ihe had only a little nel ye 


le W 
ind 2 
be fa 
2 
Ah, 
Lord, 
00X11 
ard 
ontr! 
have 


00K | 


ceived him and gave him a part: for whic 


her barrel of meal and her cruſe of oil, i 
that they failed not during tne famine, Th: 
widow's ſon afterwards fell ſick and dice 
but at her entreaty, Elljah prayed earnctt 


her reward: and be mercijtu after thy Power, 
V thou : aſl HTC HA gi pleuteci: iy; if 60 ha 


little, give giadiy of that littie; fo wilt thou yu ſole 
ther a good reward in the day of thine can. q ! 
necelſity. | Hria 

00 he W pro het wok an ape 47% 
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SRAEL, HISTORY OF THE KINGS OF ISRAEL. QE 


d the 9 
ven ey 


im to collect all the people and the prieſts of 
pa to mount Carmel : he there upbraided the 
[ralites with halting between two opinions. 1f 
e Lord be God, ſays he, follow him; but if 
5 een hun. Let us, on each fide, of- 
ir ſacrifices, aud tne God that canes? the ja- 
fee by fir Cy li 1 I m he ack HOWLLL wed and ſerved 


IR, 
evel, th 
(OLA, 1 
Peritakn 


NYT HIT (d 


, a greg the true God, Ine prieits of Baule mmedi- 
VOUS eln put a bullock upon the altar, and called 
of A on Baah from morning to noon 3 but there 
Cheri W TT Doice 2 anſu cr „ Ne any! that regar ged. 
W Fever ut waen Elijah had put a bullock upon his 
ne tie tar, and entregted the Almighty to ſhew that 
ruſtrior 2 was the Lord Gut, a firs came down from 
tle maten, and conſumed the facritice : the e 
fully t le were at once aſtoniſhed and convinced; 
or whic Ind at the command of the prophet, ſeized 
e bleed. falſe prieſts, and carried them to the brook 
K oil Wir, where they were put th death. 
e. I 4545 however hardened his heart apainſt the 
1d os Lord, and perſiſted in his wicked courſes : And 
carneny booking with a covetous eye upon the vine- 
q © ud of Naboth, which joined his palace, he 
[ ya ""MFcontrived with 7ezebe!, by a fa'ſe accuſation, to 
Hod, 


have the poor man ſtoned to death, and then 
00k poſſeſſion of the field. God expreſſed high 
pleaſure at this unjuſt a nd barbarous ations - 
and ſoon after Ahab was flain in battle by a 
Hrian, as had been foretold by the prophet Mi- 
may, He was ſuccecded by his ton Avaziah, 
4 weak and inglorious prince; who dicd by a 
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fane as his father and brother, for he rem 
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phat, king of Judah, he overthrew the A 


Before About this time Elijah was tranſlated) 


889. 


mite, and atterwards reſtoring him to life, wit 
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Es 118. 
fall from his upper chamber, and Fehrom, 


as 
brother, (for he had no ſon) reigned | in his es 


of 
vant 
8; Al 


This alſo was a wicked prince, but not fo 1 


the image of Bau aſter which Having pn 


cured the friendihip and aſſiſtance of Je reat 


e hir 
nhad 
> cit) 
„ tl 
arn 
| p al 
edit! 


who had rebelied againſt {/roel, 


Obrit, a whirlwind into heaven; but his fy 
of propnecy refted upon Z/:/ha, who t 
him thus taken up. He immediately gave 
proofs that God was with him, by dividing 


waters of Jordan with his mantle; and head e 
the waters of Jericho; and afterwards as 1 
Was travelling near Bethel, when a mul itude 
wicked children mocked him, and ! [aid unto hi 5 i 
Go up, thou baid-head:; 4 G9 up, f thou bald-heal ey 
bears ruſhed out of a wood, and d. r aye 4 far ap; 
two of them. g A dreadful warning to the mY 

who turn human infirrities into ridicule ; al ? * 
make a mockery of others, becauſe they ared , x 
and decrepit ani bald-headed. T hou ſhalt y { . 
up, ſays God, before the hoary head, and hen 2 
the face of the vid Nan. ; 

__ E*ifba perrormed ſeveral miracles in the oY 8 
cution of his prophetic offce,- ſupplying! | 7 
armies of Jſracl and 7udeb with water; mere 2 
ing a „„ for the namnnent ol! 
ing a poor woman's oil for the payment of! Wo 


creditors; giving a ſon to the charitable Shu. 
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was dead; healing Naaman the Syrian gene- 
of his leproſy, and fixing it upon his own 
vant Gehazi for his falſhood and covetouſ- 
s; and cauſing iron to ſwim. He alſo ſmote 
great multitude of Syrians, who were ſent to 
e him, with blindneſs ; and afcerwards, when 
thadad had beſieged Sama ria, and reduced 
city to the moſt grievous famine and diſ- 
s, the Lord ſpread a dreadful terror through 


it; abit 


1) 
nated) 


1 i army in the night, ſo that they left their 
. MP : mW p and proviſions, and fled with the utmoſt 
Ae edition into their own country: in conſe. 
5 heal: nce of which the people were ſupplied with 
de a_—_ xpected plenty, according to a remark- 
MH - prediction of Eliſa. 

1 Tehu Was raiſed to the throne by the Al- 
541. pity to exccute vengeance on the houſe of 
ed far a; and began his reign by killing Zehoran, 


cauling Jezebel to be thrown from a win- 
„ whoſe body was devoured by dogs, as had 
en forctold by the prophet Elijah. He then 
t of all the family of Abad; and pretending 
eat zcal for Baal, collected all his prieſts 
ether, and deſtroyed them and their tem- 
- he it He proceeded to purity the kingdom, 
olving entirely baniſh that kind of idolatry; but 
cu hi was only a partial reformer, for he continued 
Ae a old idolatry of the calves, which Feroboam 
Me $/ ba u eſtablithed. 3 
: life, wh Mc-cahaz, the next king, did evil in the 
1. of the Lord, which tes him and his 
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people to the cruel oppreſſions of the king i 
Syria; till, by his repentance and ſupplic 
tion, the anger of the Lord was averted, 2 
deliverance granted. After a troubleſon 
reign he left the kingdom to his ſon 50 
who obtained 875 complete victories on: 
the king of Syria; and, having overcan 
Amaͤxiab, king of Fudah, ſpoiled the tem 
at Ferilſalem, and took away the treaſures « 
the king's houſe, 
Before Feroby, an, tne ſon of 7eafh, ſucceed: 
Chrift to the throne; Who walked in the ſteps 
825. his anceſtors, and did evil in the ſight. 
the Lord: vet when the offifion cf Ijracl: ud 
very bitter under the oppreiſion of their enemit 
and they cried unto the Lord, He had compi 
ſion on them, and wrought out their dcliver 
ance by the hand of Feroboam.. Being enic0i 
raged by the prophet Jonah, he over-ran allt 
country of Syria, recovered many territor 
which had been taken from /rae!, and reſton 
the kingdom to its former oreatneis. 

(= About this time Jeugh was ſent to d 
nounce judgment againſt Nineveh, the met! 
polis of the Merian empire, becaule the wick 
edneſs of it was very great: but the - prope 
afraid of fulfilling the commiſſion, took ſhip f 
Tarſhiſh. He was ſoon overtaken however 0 


a dreadful ſtorm ; and the ſailors, ſuppoſing bi 
to be the occaſion of their danger, threw hig 


He was immediately ſwallowed d 
| 5:4 vohai 


overboard. 
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e king whale, and, after having been wonderfully 
ſuppiaheſerved for three days and ni ights, was thrown 
-rted, n ſhore: after which, with a penitent heart 
oubleſonMd devout ſubmiſſion to the will of God, he 


rocceded to Nineveh, and delivered the aw- 
| meflage. The inhabitants were ſo affected 
nd alar med with it, that they proclaimed a faſt, 
nd by their humiliation and repentance and 
rayer, obtained pardon and ſafety from the 
ord. (lt is certain, that God might have 
reſerved Jonah by appcaſing the ſtorm, but he 
hade uſe of this extraordinary method to mani- 
ſt his power, and teach the prophet better obe- 
ence for the future; and eſpecially to give an 
mblem or type of the burial and reſurrection 
four Saviour; for as Fonah was three days and 
ig hts in the whale's belly, ſo was the fon of man 
bree days and nights in the heart of the earth, 
After the ſucceſsful rei In of Foreboam, there 
as a vacancy in the throne for ſeveral years, 
bre Which was filled at lait by Zechariah, the 
it ſon of Jerebeam; from whoſe time to the 
* captivity, the hiſtory is full of confuſion, 
reaſon, and murder. Zechartiay, at the end of 
x months, was ſlain publicly before the people 
y Shallum, who uſurped the crown, and after 
reign of thirty days was killed by Ange, 
US N 

Menahem was ſucceeded by his fon Pekahiah, 
mo, after two years reign, was murdered in his 
wn palace by Pet ah, one of his generals; and 
Pekah, 
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Pekah, after having ſeen the kingdom oe. ofte 
run by the Mhrians, and reduced to a ata dor 
of anarchy and confuſion, was murdered infffenies 
Before his turn by Haſbea, in. vrhoſe time their im 
Chriſt, government of 1/rae! was totally de life. 
10 ſtroyed. | in ſi 
| | ee, 

— Ws ' 

| | | Ss Mm, | 
„ AA m am 


Acco! 
[ſri 
| | rm al 
THE great Creator and Father of all hallroye: 

called the Hebrews, as a chojen generatimſWing c 
and a peculiar people, and had trained them in in 
by many wonderful methods in the knowledge alſo 1 
of himſelf; not only that they might preſerve ict 
ſpirit of true piety and religion among themlelveut, t! 
but alſo that they might be the happy means offifelite, 
reforming the idolatry and 1gnorance of otheWeQtio 
nations. Yet, initead of complying with this im- Ninue 
portant deſign of Providence, they defeated it, byþ defi 
giving way to the ſuperſtitious deluſions of theſfling 
Heathens, aud going aſtray after other gods ba 
They ſet up images and worſhipped the holWrten 
of Heaven, and fold themſclves to do evil ine t/ 
the ſight of the Lord. The Almighty patiently 
endured tneir iugratitude and wickedneſs for 
long courſe of years, and earneſtly invited them 
by ſeveral facred meſſengers to repentance, He 


THE CAPTIVITY. OF THE ISRAELITES 


IL 


[4 
FF. 
"T7 -: 
$ : 
: 
f 6 
: 
7 
G 1 
1; 
& Fe 
1. 
141 
11 
8 
f 1 
FR.” 
_ - 
i 
a: 
18S 4 
+74 
ny 
g £ 
1 
4 
J 
© 
1.4” 
8,” 
1 
ua N 
„ 
bY. 
*. i 
4 
f 
1 
ſi! j 
* 5 
64 
11 
4 t: 1 
14 
14 
1 


L LIES 
, 9 
* 
ene 
es . 
=. - 
_— 
1 
1 . 
L 1 
1 
1 ö it 
OI 
ET 
j 4 
l ' 
5 0 


o * £ 
4 7 
{5 +48 
* 1 
470. 5 
4 1 v 
. ; \ 
1 1 
i 32 
F - 
„ * 
8 
YT 
C1) N 
" 
N 
5 L 
[2 
1 1 
1 3 
18 k 
\ : 
3 
b 3 
N * bi 
{ 1 
1 1 
* 
* 4 
x F 
5 
. 
i : 
. 
x 2 
* 
+ 5 
Y % 
j p 1 
| } 
11 18-38% 
\ 10 
2 : * 
; FR 
-| >” 
4 
i } 
0 c 
»y) 
[3 | 
1 
- k 
K. 
=. 
14 K 
N 1 
N i 
9 
1 
5 
1 
Y4F 
. 
5 
is #] 
1 
D 14 
1 
1} 
. 
„ 
. 
q 1 
"4 oy 
-i 
$$ 
9 ? 
i 
, ” 
— 
4 + 
t 
+. | 
[7 
= 
* 
* 
Fi 
1 ” 17 
17 
JI; 
10 
= : 
[i 
4 
1 


1 1 \ 7 o : 8 


TES, 


om over 
0 a ſtat 
dered in 

time the 
tally de 


LITES, 


F ail had 
eneratim 
them up 
10wledpe 
reſerve a 
emielves, 
means 0 


of otherMeRi 


1 this im- 
ted it, by 
ns of the 
er gods, 
the hol 
o evil in 
patiently 
eſs for 4 


CAPTIVITY OF THE ISRAELITES. 


97 


> often afflicted them by private calamities 
| domeſtic troubles, as well as by foreign 
mies, in order to bring them to a ſenſe of 
ir impieties, and a real amendment of heart 
life. But, at laſt, when they were harden- 
in fin and idolatry, and grew worle and 
ce, he reſolved to execute the heavy judg- 
its which had been denounced againſt 
m, to deſtroy their kingdom, and ſcatter | 
n among all people. 

\ccording]y, in the reign of Haſpea, the king 
ria invaded the country, took Samaria by 
m after a ſiege of three years, and quite 
He ſhut up Haſbea in priſon, and 
ing ROE the people away captive, ſettled 

m in different parts of Aria and Media. 
ao tranſplanted a great number of his own 
ets into Samaria, and the country round 
ut, that they might enjoy the land of the 
telites, and keep the reſt of the people in 
Thus this kingdom, after it had 
inued two hundred and fifty-four years, 
deſtroyed, and the people ſcattered, ac- 
ling to what the prophet Hoſea had foretold; 
hall caſt them away; becauſe they did not 
rien unto Him; and they Hall be wanderers 
tg the nations. 1 
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1 rowir 
u item 
DEHOBOAM, upon the revolt of the n, w 
tribes, raiſed a large army, in order ton 
«duce them to obedience ; but was preven 


fore 
briſt 7 


from marching againſt: them by the promt“ t 
 Shemaiah, who informed him that the divilgſom t 
of the kingdom took place by divine appci het he 
ment. He ſoon forſook the true worſhig by 
God, and gave himſelf up to idolatry and vichy 
edneſs, in which he was too readily followed Wﬀ”*” 
his ſubjects. Therefore God ſent againſt ti Neat 
the Egyptians, who entered Jeruſalem, and police v 
ed the temple and the palace of their trealudÞ%a) 
He left the ſtate much diminiſhed to his eie 
Abijah, who gained a complete victory 0 fete 
Feroboam, and recovered many cities and tra den 
places from the Iſraelites; yet he walked Th way 
ſms of his father, and his heart was not 7 en; 
with the Lord. = 
Before Aſa, his ſon, who ſucteoled le * 
Chriſt ployed the firſt years of his reign in 70 laß 
935 ing out idolatry, and reforming his kin 
dom: he deſtroyed the groves and in, 
adorned. the temple with veſicls of gold“ "Ne 


ſilver, and trained up his ſubjects in the att 
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rar, His piety was crowned with a ſignal vic- ' 
ery over the Ethiopians : but afterwards, being 

neaged in war with Baajha, he ſhewed a diſ- 
ruſt of the divine power and goodneſs, by pur- 
haſing the aſſiſtance of the king of Syria; and 
rowing peeviſh and impatient under a ſevere 
litemper in his feet, he caſt a prophet into pri- 


JUDa 


of the Mon, who was ſent to reprove him for his error. 
rder tor... Jehoſhaphat, the next king, began 11s 
preventWirit reign with the utter deſtruction of idola- 
1e prop“ try; and ſent prieſts through the king- 


he dom to inſtruct the people in their duty; ſo 
e apponſſſOtet he was beloved by his ſubjects, and honour- 
worlhiy I by the neighbouring nations. But he was 


and widuilty of a great error in marrying his ſon Je- 


followed m to Athaliah, the daughter of Hab, the 
gainſt th olatrous king of Iſrael, and in making an alli- 
2, and ſpnce with wi againſt the king of Syria, He 


ndeavoured however to repair his fault by a 
ore fervent zeal for divine worſhip, and a 
idter adminiſtration of juſtice. Therefore 
hen the Ammonites and Hoabites invaded his 
mintons, the Lord ſpread a terror among 
em; ſo that miſtaking one another for ene- 
ies, they carried on a mutual ſlaughter, till 
e Whole army was deſtroyed : : after which Fe- 
aphar ended his days in peace. 1 

. Fehoram, his ſon, as ſoon as he had got 
it the crown, in order to ſecure it, murder- 
* ed ad his brothers; and being influenced 
his wicked queen, eſtabliſhed the worſhip 
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of Baal through his kingdom. The dia 4 
ſure of the Almighty was manifeſt in the roWvit and 
volt of the Edomites; and again in an invaſaf with 
by the Philiſtines and Ammonites, who ravaze the fea 
his country and plundered Jeruſalem. Alte cory, v 
which calamity, he was attacked by a grievous welled his 
diſeaſe in the bowels, and died in a miſerab s infatu: 
manner, | | or of hi 
Ahaziah, his ſon, entered into a ſtrict frieni ds of E 
ſhip with Fehoram, king of Iſrael, and was inſÞ»/b1pper 
volved in the fame ft ae with him; fofcſeated b 
Fehu flew them both at the fame time. Upo his OW 
his death, his mother Athaliah uſurped i UZI. 
throne; and, that ſhe might poſſeſs it withoutated on 
oppoſition, endeavoured to deftroy all his chilWreat wid 
dren. But Fehoa/h, an infant, was ſecretly condſſÞuccels ag 
veyed away by the wife of Fehoiada the higbPpaired 2 
_ prieſt; and after ſeven years Athaliah, who huilany inſt! 
filled the kingdom with murders and impietiesW a gre: 
was ſlain, and the young prince placed uponſſÞ teedin 
the throne. His reign was flouriſhing and hap is ruin; 
_ ÞY, While he was guided by Jehoiada : idolati h pride 
was baniſhed, and true religion was reſtored red to b 
but upon the death of that good and prudent aldenly! 
counſellor, he gave way to the inſinuating per- Nred to 
ſuaſions of bad men, and revived the worlhipÞ#der the 
of idols. His guilt was ſoon followed witli. 
puniſhment ; he was conquered by the Syrians" con 
vexed with ſore diſeaſes, and at laſt treacherouſſi too 
Nain by his own ſervants. therited 
3 ſe was re 
Anaxidl, 
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ipkg b Amaziah, having his father's example 
le re 4 and fate before his eyes, began his reign 
van with piety; but did not long continue 
wage A fear and favour of God. A glorious 
AfeWitory, which he obtained over the Edomites, 
evouſWrclled his heart with pride; and fo great was 
erablMs infatuation, that he forſook God, the Au- 
or of his ſucceſs, and paid adoration to the 
riendMiols of Edom, which coutd not deliver their own 
as inWr/1pper's out of his hand, He was afterwards 
; bo eſeated by the king of 1/rae!; ane at an killed 
Upon) his own ſubjects. | 
d the Uzz:ah, who is alſo called a being 
;thoufWted on the throne, conducted himſelf with 
chili great wiſdom and goodneſs, and was bleſſed with 
7 conWaccels againſt the neighbouring nations. He 
high-Wepaired and fortified Feruſalem, and invented 
0 haWuny inſtruments and engines of war. He was 


ieticsMWſ'o a great lover of huſbandry, planting vines, 
uponſÞi feeding many cattle, But his ſucceſs proved 
| hap is ruin; proſperity corrupted his heart; elated 


th pride he uſurped the prieſt's office, and of- 
red to burn incenſe: but in the attempt was 
wdenly ſtricken with leproſy ; upon which he 


olatr 
ored: 
-udent 


per tired to a private houſe, where he continued 
rſhipſÞuler the infection, to the day of his death. 


Witt 
rians 
roully 


Y conducting public affairs, Fotham, his fon, 

took the government into his hands: he 
merited his father's virtues without his vices: 
de was religious towards God, and righteous to- 


2h F z wards 


bre As Uzziah was rendered incapable of 
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| 3 | at Iſaiah 
wards man. He died in peace; and was ſu ars ſhou! 
 Ceeded by his wicked fon Aar, who re: & .;om f 
bliſhed idolatry ; and after the 2%omination he Lord 
the heathen, ſacrificed in the valley of the ſons Mic oroph 
77: is prop 
mnnom, and made his children pajs throngh s of it) 
fire to Moloch. Rexin king of Syria and Pt, 1 in th 
333 — : 0 . . , 
King of {jrael attacked his kingdom in differe ria, h: 


parts, and carried away many captives and ri 


47 | nd of 7 
 Ipoils. In this diſtreſs hetreſpaſſed yet more again | 


te Lord: he even ſhut up the doors of the ten 3 
ple, and entirely ſuppreſſed the worſhip of tf... 5 
Supreme Being; and went on in a courſe rin 
ſhocking profaneneſs till he finiſhed his ing ner bef 
rious reign in the thirty-ſixth year of his age Hm to 
refore Hezeſiab, his fon, having obſerved Mud his 5 
Chriſt diſtreſſes of his country, and conſidet ard h: 
on the ſource of them, endeavoured to app! wzhty 
a proper remedy, He opened the temple, a 105 3 
reſtored divine worſhip, according to the Muth atv 
of Moeſes. He broke the images, cut down H of t 
groves, and cleanſed the city and the land fron bruſan > 
the pollution of idols. After ſeveral years Mie time 
peace and proſperity, he was ſeized with a kloerat 
vere illneſe, and forewarned by the prop :- .; 
Jain to prepare for death, as it was bid ine 
yond the power cf human art to recover hin Lord 7 
The king, being anxious for his country, wall 
the Aſſjrians were now invading, as welle we 5 
from a natural averſion to death, entreated for Wis. ; 
longer life; and his fervent prayers were ſuct Ur 


powertul advocates with the Father of merci 
| | ti 
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it Iſaiah was ſent to aſſure him, that fifteen 
as ſnould be added to his life, and that his 
ngdom ſhould be delivered from the ¶Mrians. 
te Lord alſo, to convince him of the truth of 
s prophecy, cauſed the ſun (or at leaſt the 


45 ſue 
re- 
ation 
e (ons 


* Vs of kit) to go back ten degrees upon a ſun— 
"© 01 in the palace. — Sennacherib, the king of 
1 Hria, had already made a rapid conqueſt of the 
ander | 


gain 
he tem 
oft 
ourſe 
s ing] 


en, he ſent an inſolent blaſphemous letter to; 
ke king. Hezeſiah prepared for a vigorous de- 
nce ; but at the fame time relied wholly upon: 
e divine aſſiſtance. He therefore ſpread the 
tter before the Lord, and earneſtly implored 
im to vindicate his honour, and reſcue him 
d his people from the impending ruin. God 
ard his prayer; and while the proud and 
aughty conqueror was intending to ſtorm the 
iy, and already thought himſelf maſter of it, 
that very nig hit the angelof the Lord fmote inthe 
amp of the Ayrians an hundred fourſcare and five 
2 and. 6X Thus the time of extremity was 
the time of mercy z and when all things were 
eſperate, t the Lord ſaved Hexe 10 or betruſt 
ein the Lord God of | ael, and clave unte him; 
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er hin a 1 
. Lord hall never be cor founded. 
whic| 1 N . | 
l 4 F{-2e$1ab died in peace, univerſally la- 
well Pre . , 


Cit mented, and was ſucceeded by his fon 
2h Manaſſeh, who was as zealous to reſtore 
idolatry, as his father had been to deſtroy it: 
£4 he 


d for 


re ſuc! 
1ercic 
tl; 


nd of Fudan ; and, as he drew near to Feru-- 
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he abandoned himſelf to every kind of wicke 
neſs and cruelty, and filled the city with t 
blood of the prieſts and prophets of the Loi 
but was ſtopped in his mad carcer by the 4 
Hrians, who carried him in chains to Baty“ gh, 
A In bis affiition however he humbled hin Nebuc 
greatly before the God of his fathers, who ther ied Dar 
fose mercifully reſtored him to his liberty, and io capt 
his throne. Then Manaſſeh knew, that the Liuyment, 
zb God, He afterwards enjoyed a long are the 
proſperous reizn, and ſhewed his penitence A erful 
gratitude in a holy and retigious life. line v. 
Before Amon, upon ſucceeding to the throngumed, 
Chriſt took the former part of his father's reizyWeir tres 
643. for his example, and did that which waouſand 
evil in the ſight of the Lord. The repentancean] Zedek: 
piety of Manaſſeh were forgotten, and the kinyWointed ] 
dom was ſoon over-run with idolatry and {uſu for 
After two years he was killed by his ſervantcived b. 
and the crown deſcended to his ſon, the pioyuvice of 
Joſtah; who brought about a total reformation ſubn 
He demoliſhed all the idols, and particularly uch 
altar at Bethel, as it had been foretold. HereWnſels a 
paired the temple, reſtored the regular worſhj 
of God, and cauſed the book of the law to de 
read and explained by the prieſts publicly and 


lakim 
ame to 
< 


before  « 
hrift and 


diſtinctly to the people. He died of a wound E 

which he received in a battle with the Epyt- 

tians; and his youngeſt ſon Fehoahaz was made H E 

king by the people: but he was ſoon detaronedf of 

by the king of Egypt, who gave the crown taf onderf, 
aan 
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vickdW/;abim his eldeſt brother, and changed his 
ith HMame to Fehoakim. 

Lon 
the | 
aby 
Vin 


before 
din and denunciations of the prophet Jeremi- 


% ah, was ſoon obliged to become tributary 
o Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon; who car- 


) thereſicd Daniel and a great multitude of the Jews 
and io captivity. Afterwards, upon a refufal of 
he LiWiyment, he took eruſalem, ſlew the king, and 


ng 2 
ice aowerful monarch, who was the inſtrument of 
| line vengeance againſt the Jews, ſoon re- 
urned, ſtripped the temple and the city of 
eir treaſures, and carried the king and many 
ouſand captives to Babylon. 

Ledekiah, uncle to Fehaiachin, was then ap- 
ointed king by him, and continued faithful to 
im for ſome years; but at length being de- 
eired by falſe prophets, and diſregarding the 
dvice of Feremiah, who recommended patience 


throns 
s rely! 
ch wa 
nce an 
e king 
und fin 


:IVan 


e pio 
nationÞ"d ſubmiſſive truſt in God, he rebelled againſt 
uy tÞ0ebuchadnezzar, and brought deſtruction upon 
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Egyt- 
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umſelf and his country. 


C H A P. XXXI. 
THE CAPTIVITY or THE TWO TRIBES. 
HE hiſtory of the Fews is the hiſtory 
aronedlſl of Divine Providence, containing many 


own tall anderful proofs of God's ſuperintending all 
Lliatin 1 5 public 


Fehoiakim, who was deaf to the reproof 


ye the crown to his ſon Fehozachin, But that- 
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d carr 
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ery CIT 
je day! 

xlineſs 
ption : 


public events, and directing them uniform 
according to the rules of juſtice and righteouſ. 
neſs. While they cheriſhed piety and virtue, 
they flouriſhed and dwelt ſafely; they wer 
ſucceſsful in war, and rich and happy in 
peace: and when, on the contrary, they de. 
parted from the commandments of the Lord 
and did that which was evil in his fight, th 
Almighty either ſent a famine, or drougnt, 0 
peſtilence, or ſtirred up the neighbouring m 
tions againſt them, for the puniſhment of than") th: 
guilt, and the reformation of their lives. Buff» ! 


hardneſs of heart was the prevailing character rea 
the Fews; they were remarkable for a ſtron 7% = 
e holds 


inclination to worſhip idols and to work wick 
cedneſs: neither the different chaſtiſements i ©? 


flicted upon them, nor the inſtructions and ei he: 
amples of the prophets, nor the dreadful Jude duct. 
ments clearly and repeatedly denounced again. and 
them, nor even the recent deſtruction of H 99 
kingdom of Iſrael, were able to root it ou ar 


5 our{c]1 


ry of th 
an, but 


and at length they became fo wicked, fo cor 
rupt, and ſo idolatrous, that the Lord ſaid, | 
will remove Fudah alſo out of my ſight, as I hav 
removed Iſrael, and will caft off this city of 7, 
ruſalem, which have choſen, and the houſe! 
which I ſaid, my name ſhall be there. Accor 
ingly in tue reign of Zedekiah, king of 7i 
dab, that kingdom alſo was over-run by ti 
e who plundered the ſacred temple o 
the great God, ſet fire to that and the citif 
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CIBES, 
form d carried away the king and people to 
hteouf- len. 


May we learn, in all events, both public 
de private, to conſider God as preſent, and 
recting all things! May we fix our view up- 
him in all our deſigns and all our works, in 


Virtue, 
Y wert 
Ppy in 
ey de. 


Lon Nery circumſtance of life and every action of 
ht, tele day! And as the declining ſtate of practical 
Int, 0 dlineſs amongſt us, and the prevailing cor- 


ption and dilloluteneſt of manners clearly 
ew, that the meaſure of our iniquity, as a 
ation, is filling up very faſt; and that we 
we reaſon to expect ſome grievous puniſh |. 
ent, may we turn unto the Lord, now while 
e holds back his hand from judgment, and 
ives us ſpace to repent | May we apply our- . 
ves heartily to reform our own temper and 
nduct, and ſtudy to promote the practice of 
ety and virtue amongſt others, that we may . 
aw down from Heaven the bleiſings of pro- 
perity and peace upon our neighbours as well 
ourſelves ; for (as, we have ſeen in the hiſ- 
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44 N of the Jets) Righteouſneſs exalteth a na- 
Than but ſin is the reproach and ruin of a people. 
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Shadrach, Meſhach, and -Abednego, into ca 
tivity to Babylon; where after ſome time 
having diſcovered to the king, by the aſſiſtance 
N God, his dream and the interpretation of ian li, 
which the wiſe men of the kingdom were in- 


whole province, and his friends were advance 
to places of chief dignity and truſt, The great 
men, however, - whoſe hearts were ſet upon 
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1 HE prophet Daniel had been carried aw 


with ſome friends, among whom were 
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capable of doing, he was made governor of the 


thoſe high offices, obſerved them with a jealous 
eye, and induſtriouſly ſought an occaſion 0 
bringing about their ruin. Therefore when 
theſe Fenda out of zeal for the honour 0 
God, refuſed to pay adoration to a golden 
image, which the king had commanded all men 


to worſhip, threatening that they, who did not 
comply, thould be caſt into a burning furnact; 


they were accuſed of the violation of the royal 


law, and condemned to undergo that ſevere 


puzuihment, But the Angel of the Lord cane} 
doton 
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n, and made the furnace as it had been a_ 
wilt whiſtling wind, ſo that the fire touched them 
t at all, Upon which the king cried out 
ith amazement and joy, Bleſſed be the God 
f Shadrach, Mieſpach, and Abednego, who hath _ 
wt his Angels, and delivered his ſervants, who | 
truſted i in him. | 
{#7 The Lord waichah over the righteous ! : 
0 power can deprive them of his protection: 
1 the moſt diſtreſſing circumſtances, he is able 
o deliver them: and though he ſufter the ma- 
lice of their enemies to prevail even unto death, 
get {till they are ſafe; his favour reacheth be- 
ond the grave; his loving kindneſs is better 
ban life itſelf, Thule I live, therefore, I will 
mt remove mine integrity from me; but will com- 
nit myſelf unto the Lord in vwell-doing, after the 
example of thoſe pious heroes: O Nebuchad- 
rzzar, our God, whom we ſerve, is able to de- 
ver us from the burning fiery furnace; and, we 
3 will deliver us out of thy band. But if 
\ be it known unte thee, O king, we will 
ut ys thy gods, nor worſhip the golden 1 image 
which thou haſl ſet up, 
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depriving him of his honours. 
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CHAP, XXXIII. 
The e and Deliverance of DANIEI. 


Before © AFTER ſeveral years, the city Be: 
Gin 

538. bylon was taken, and the govern- 
ment totally deſtroyed by the Medes and Per. 
ſians, according to the expreſs denunciation 
of Daniel and other prophets. Upon which 
Darius (called alſo yaxares) uncle of Gru 
the great, and confederate with him in the 
war, united the kingdom of Babylon to that 
of Media; and having divided all his domis 
nions-into one huadred and twenty provinces 


appointed Daniel the firſt preſident of the whole 
empire; to which high office his experience 
and wiſdom juſtly entitled him. 


This exal- 
tation of Daniel gave great offence to the 
princes and nobles; they were envious of 
his ſuperior merit as well as his ſuperior 
Solty, and refolved to embrace the firſ 
opportunity of impeaching his conduct, and 
In yan, 


however, did they keep a ftrict eye upon his 
adminiſtration of public affairs; for he directed 
all things with ſuch prudence and integrity, as 
cecluded all accuſation or reproach z there wa 
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Perſecution” and Deliverance of DANIEL. II 
error or fault feund in him. At length, by 


wicked contrivance, they turned even his 
jety and devotion into an inſtrument of their 
alice; for they procured an edict from the 
ng forbidding all perſons to offer any prayers 
God or man, except to the king, for thirty 
ws, under the penalty of being caſt into the 
En of lions. Daniel was not terrified, by the 
anger that threatened him, into any mean 
mulation, but preferred his duty to every 
onideration in the world; and ſupported by 
onſcious innocence and a ſteady truſt in the 
vine power and goodneſs, he kneeled upon his 
nes three times a day, and prayed, and gave 
hunks before his God, as he had done afore-time, 
Fear not then, who kill the body, and after 
tat hade no more that they can ds © but fear him, 
who, after he hath ki led, hath power to caſt inta 
hell, i 

The enemies of Daniel immediately ec 
bim of having tranſgreſſed the royal decree, and 
urged the execution of the ſentence with ſo 
much earneſtneſs, that the king, though with 
great reluctance, gave way to their importunity, 
and commanded him to be caſt into the den of 
lions. But God ſent an angel, and ſtopped the lions 
mouths, that they ſhould not hurt him, becauſe in- 
nacence was found in him, and becauſe he believed 
mhis God. And when the king, who returned 
to the den the next morning with the utmoſt 
alicty, found, that the Almighty had pre- 
ſerved 


power over Daniel, immediately killed and d 


down in the pit which they made, 


Juſtice of Divine Providence, thus wonderfuly 
| manifeſted, publiſhed a decree through all hi 
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ſerved his faithful ſervant, he cauſed him toy 
taken out, and his wicked accuſers to be throw 


among the beaſts; which though they had 


bthers. 

nued fe 
he time 
pris PL 
eturn te 
emple. 

or this p 
nder t! 
hemſelv. 
hid the 
or. B. 
een pl. 
don the 
d the 1 
UN VET * 
ved 
rophets 


voured them. (&X The Lord is known by th 
Judgment which he executeth ; the wicked an 
ſnared i in the work of their own hands, and ſur 


The king, aſtoniſhed at the goodneſs, an 


dominions, commanding men to acknovlelg 
and reverence the God of Daniel, who is 1) 
living God and ſtedfaſt for ever. He deliver 
and reſcueth, and he worketh ſigns and wonder 
in heaven and in earth, who hath deliver 


Daniel from the power of the lions, 
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YRUS, the king of Perfia and Baty-Iif (cri 
lon, (who ſucceeded his uncle) had been nd ref 


STORATION OF THE TEMPLE, 


pointed out by his name, in the prophecy dhe co 


Iſaiah, two hundred years before his birth; 
and was raiſed by the Almighty to deliver his 
people, and reſtore them to the land of thei 
fathers 
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Athers. When therefore the Fetus had con- 
nued ſeventy years in captivity, which was 
he time foretold by the prophet Jeremiah, 
\rus publiſhed a decree, allowing them to 
eturn to Zeruſalem, and rebuild the city and 
emple. Many thouſand captives aſſembled 
or this purpoſe; and being arrived at Judea, 
nder the conduct of Zerubbabel, applied 
demſelves earneſtly to the defired work, and 
kid the foundation of the temple with great 
or. But the Samaritans (the people who had 
zen planted in the cities of the Vraelites 
don their captivity) by various arts obſtruct- 
( the undertaking, ſo that the building went 
on very flowly, till the decree of Cyrus was 
ved and confirmed by Darius, and the 
rophets Haggai and Zechariah ſtirred up the 
eople with promiſes and threats from God; 
pon which they renewed the work with un- 
ommon zeal and vigour, and finiſhed it with 
feat expedition. 
tor: After ſeveral years Ahaſuerus (who is 
lt alſo called Artaxerxcs) gave ample power 
. to Ezra, a man of a pious and good 
emper, and deeply ſkilled in the knowledge 
Baly-W ſeripture, to ſettle the Fewiſh government 
1 been end reftore the worſhip of God. He executed 
EE of Wie commiſſion with fervent piety and dili- 
birth; Wence, and in a great meaſure reformed and 
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ment, examined and corrected them, an 
placed them in proper order for the inſtrudiqlffhe good 
of the people. | nd ente 

Notwithſtanding the zeal and diligence Mighty, 
Ezra, the city {till remained in a ruinous hat th 
miſerable ſtate ; without gates and withouWilizent! 
walls; open to the invaſion as well as ſubjedſ (0 * 
to the reproaches of every enemy. Ne Hemi femn er 
he Fete 


diſmal conditien of the holy city, was fo af: yſelf 
ed with it, that he carneſtly entreated the kinſſook up 
for permiſſion to go thither : the king read vas 
granted his requeſt, and gave him a full con ee at 


miſſion to repair and fortify the city. Upo 


ew 1t \ 
his arrival at Ferufalem, he undertook the worn 


ind. 

o thy ſ 
U may 
ln be 
s 1NCO! 
rooted 
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weariedly, till it was finiſhed and completed 
He obliged uſurers and oppreſſors to reſtore u 
every man his right, and lived in a generou 
hoſpitable manner, giving up the Jawful ſala 
due to him as governor, and entei taining 4 
great number every day at his table. He di 


and required them, who had taken Wives tio 
other nations, to put them away. He reitore 


divine worſhip to a regular ſtate, aud caucd tis 
law alſo to be read and expounded ty te peo 


ple. By theſe means he brought abuut ſuch ; 4 17 
. . > L 5 | 2 
reformation in their minds, that, on a day ap 5 
pointed for a ſolemn faſt, the princes, pres 
and Levites made a public acknowledgment the kn 


my ang 
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e goodneſs of God and their own wickedneſs, 
ad entered into a ſacred covenant with the Al- 
jghty, to which they ſet heir hands and ſeals, 
[hat they would walk in his law and ey him 
lizently for the future. | 
ſubjealſſ 6 Permit me, O Lord, to enter into a ſo- 
hemiah mn engagement with thee, in imitation of 
1 of tie Jerus under Nehenuah ; that I may conſider 
> affed. yyſelf as one of thy covenant children, and 
10 kivoook up unto thee as my Father and my God. 
read was graciouſly admitted into covenant with 
com ee at my Baptiſm; and I deſire now to re- 
pate it with full underſtanding and conſent of 
ze worlFhnind. I make a willing ſurrender of myſelf 
it undo thy ſervice; and as it is hearty and ſincere, 
1pleteciFO may it be entire and perpetual! Let every 
tore Hin be avoided by me; let every wiſh, which 
nerouWs inconſiſtent with thy will, be ſubdued and 
1 ſalarWooted out, and let me be wholly thine for 
ning Meier. Amen. 

le di 
Fear 


S fro 


ence 0 
OUS ang 
Withoy 


CHAP. XXXV. 


eitOrel 

cd ti | 15 

e peo THE BOOK OF ESTHER. 

{uct 7 5 1 55 | 
MG HASUERUS had raiſed Haman, his 
I chief favoutite, to the higheſt honours, and 
* 145 4 


„eommanded the people to reverence and bow 
117 08 

ein A the knee to him. But Mardecai, a Few, and 
ſervant 
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1 
ſervant of the king, apprehending perhaps t bud be 
the reverence and homage required was moWred ? H 
than ought to be paid to man, diſregarded Moved b: 

command, and took no notice of him as hs own a 
paſſed. This neglect and ſeeming contemſ:nded, 
10 irritated the oreud Haman, that he deteſſe royal 
mined to deſtroy not only Mordecai, but hffiumph ; 
Whole nation too. Haman allo, very profifrſe, anc 
bably, bore ſome reſentment againſt the J dine to 
in general, becauſe he was deſcended from MI. 
 Amalekites, whoſe nation had been deftroyed H Afterw 
the 1ſraelites. Influenced by theſe motives lfweſs, | 
repreſented them to the king, as a wicked ng of t 
obſtinate, a ſeditious and rebellious people intre 
and prevailed upon him to ſign a decree for tiWeyle ; : 
deſtruction of all the Jes, men, women, aue guilt 
children, throughout his empire. r hange 
This bloody decree ſpread terror and priiſÞmlclt t 
among the Fews, wao immediately with weepfWng 1s 
ing and faſting prayed for deliverance to Hin raiſe: 
who had ſo often forgiven their fins, and ret im 
cued them from imminent danger. "The Godin in f, 
who heareth prayer, had compaſſion on themiſſpjs to b 
and turned the wicked deſigns of Haman to hi oicing 
oven ruin: For the king being one night reliqſential 
leſs and incapable of fleep, ordered his attend Han 
ant to read to him the records of his reign Wed we! 
and being thereby reminded of the great mere devzc 
of Mordecai, who had ſaved his life from con-W4ty / 
ſpirators, and yet had not been rewarded ; hf the in 


called Haman, and aiked him, what honou! 
ſhout 5 
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old be done unto the man whom he greatly 

ved? Haman, preſuming that he alone was 

loved by the king, gave ſuch advice as ſuited 
; own ambition. Upon which the king com- 

nded, that Mordecai ſhould be arrayed with 

e royal robe, and ride through the city in 
umph; and that Zaman ſhould lead the 
re, and proclaim before him, Thus hall it 
dine to the man, whom the king delighteth to 
aur. | 

Afterwards Efther, the queen, who was a 
eweſs, took an opportunity to inform the 
ng of the ambition and cruelty of Zaman, 
d intreated for the lives of herſelf and her 
ople ; and the king, being fully ſatisfied of 
e guilt of his favourite, ordered that he ſhould 
changed upon a high gallows, which Haman 
mſelf had a little before erected, intending to 
ng Mordecai on it. Mordecai on the contrary 
raiſed to great honour and power; and an 
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attendWonan ate of the fruit of his own way, and was 
reign d with his own devices. God diſappointeth 
it mere devices of the crafty , He putteth down the 


m in favour of the Zews, who appointed two 
s to be obſerved yearly for ever, as days of 


m con- Melt) from their ſeat, and ſcattereth the proud 
ded ; f the imagination of their hearts, 
honour 


ſhout * CHAP. 


iet immediately publiſhed through the king- 
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* 


— — f * hb : — £ = — 
= * by — a 
: * — _ — on > pus — — eee enraddon — 
a nr - 
— 7 . — — 2 — 3 2 25 
— — — —— — —ů ů — 
— Arr — — wr — — — 8 7 — 
- rr y — — 5 p 

2 — = . POT — = — — ä —ů IO — . 

a after a I 1 0 * 0 : — 

— <p clogs . — — 8 S 


_— A 
r 
S one > 
Ine — 8 3 
— * _— 2 — 
— F i — 7 > 
— > prog. __ CO « — 
— n 2 > 


> xd — K 


118 THE BOOK OF JOB, 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


THE BOOK OF JOB. 


| OB lived in the eaftern land of L, 2 


J ſeems to have been a perſon of exalt 
rank: his ſubſtance and poſſeſſions were ve 


great: he had alſo ſeven ſons and three daugh 


ters; but he was more diſtinguiſhed and hi 
noured for his piety and benevolence ; for 


feared God and eſchewed evil. Satan is repre 
| ſented, as ſuſpecting the ſincerity of this god 


man, and alledging that if he was deprived o 
his fortune and health, his temper and conduf 
would change with his circumſtances. Per 
miſſion therefore was granted by the Almighty 
for the trial of his int-grity, and according 
afflictions were heaped upon his head: he be 
came as remarkable for calamity, as he hat 


been for proſperity : his oxen and cameis weit 


taken away by robbers; his ſheep were con 
ſumed by lightning; and his children over 


whelmed by a houte blown down by a whit 
wind. He was afterwards ſeized with 3 vic 


lent diſtemper, which overſpread his body wit 


ſore biles, from the ſole of his foot unto the 


croy n of his head; and his wife, who ougit 
ave taken a ſhare in his diſtreſs, an 
| leſlenet 
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ſened the weight of it by all the kind offices 
her power, raſhly adviſed him to murmur 
gainſt the divine Juſtice, and to provoke God 
p deſtroy him. 
His friends concluded, from his uncommon. 
lamities, that he was a great ſinner and hy- 
rite; and argued with him, that God is 
ictly juſt, rewarding virtue and puniſhing 
ice; and that therefore he muſt either confeſs 
s own guilt, or charge God with unrighte- 
uſneſs. Fob, in his anſwer, acknowledges 
deed, that he was not infallible and free from 
ommon failings, and that conſequently he 
uoht to be bumble and ſubmiſhve under the 
I of God: but inſiſts, that he was honeſt 
d fincere in the diſcharge of his duty, and 
ppeals, in vindication of it, from the falſe 
uament of men to the unerring judgment of 
od, He aſſerts, that there is little or no dif- 
rence between the good and the wicked in the 
xternal adminiſtration of Providence; that 
oth are liable to the fame misfortunes, and of- 
en involved in one common ruin: which fully 
roves that there muſt be a future ſtate, in 
mich the righteous who ſuffer here, will be 
gnally rewarded, I know that my Redeemer 
eth; and, though worms 4 this body, yet 
all mine eyes behold God. | 
At .ength, in order to determine the debate, 
e uncrru judge himſelf is repreſented as in- 
Erpoling, to he w how unable men are to ex- 
plain 
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put an end to his ſufferings, bleſſed him wit 
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plain the ways and deſigns of Heaven, and 
declare in fayour of Fob, againſt the opinion 
his friends: Ye have not ſpoken of me the thin 
that is vight, as my ſervant Fob hath. He the 


a numerous offspring, and gave him tice i 
much wealth as he had before; ſo that the latte 
end of his life was more proſperous than th 
beginning of it. 

(= We ſhould learn from this excellent bo 
not to judge and condemn others, becauſe they 
are poor, or ſick, or under any calamity, Af 
flictions are no proof of a man's being wicke 
and forſaken by God. I hom the Lord liv 
he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom lt 
recerveth, —Chrift, though pure and ſpotleſ 


and highly beloved of God, ſuffered and died 


upon the croſs. 
The example of Jeb ceacherl us to em- 
ploy ourſelves and our wealth in doing good t 


others, according to their various neceſſities, 
He was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame 


a father to the poor, a refuge to the {trange;, 
the defender of the oppreſſed, the comforter 0 
the widow, and the protector of him that hal 


none to help him.— They, who are rich in thi 


world, ſhould be rich in good works, ready to givh 
glad to diſtribute, 

It teaches us alſo to reſign ourſelves pati- 
ently to our afflictions, and to bend our will 


to the divine will; ſtill to rely upon God " 
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, but to gloriſy him in all that is brought upon 


Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away : 
ed be the name of the Lord. 
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ruſt and confidence, and not only to 5 


hal, ſays Job, ſball we receive good at 
hand of God, and ſhall we not receive evil? 
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T H E FP S AL MS: 


have been valued and 
church of God in all 
ſtorehouſe of devotion: 


HE Pſalms 
eſteemed by the 
as an excellent 


are compoſed in the genuine fpirit of 


j and ſo very beautiful and affecting, thar 
cad them, they enlighten our minds 
warm our hearts, and we catch fomc de- 
of the ſpirit with which. they are written. 


ey contain alſo ſuch an agreeable and ex- 


ve variety of ſubjects, that every devout 


on may find paſſages applicable to his par- 


lar circumſtances and ſtate of mind, and 


digeſt them under proper heads for his 

ate we, 

ſome the power, wiſdom, and goodneſs of 

ln the works of creation are elegantly ſet 

i as in the 8th, 19th, 104th, and 11 Ith, 
G while 
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while others celebrate the conſtant adn 
tration of Providence, and record ſeveral y 
derful events in the eſtabliſhment of the 7 


78th, 106th, 107th and 147th.—Some 
Clare the excellency of the divine laws, | 


ſions and theſe cries for mercy are mine: 


and contrite heart, which God will not di 
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< are 
oth, 
Have yo 
98 from 
m the 
e benefa 
the commandments of God are pure Wings to 
righteous, giving wiſdom to the ſimple, teach; 


church and nation: as the 33d, 4bth, 4 


converſion to the ſinner : while others II and f 
the ſolid comfort and happineſs which iy bleſs h 
from the ſincere obſervance of them. Wibth, 3 
teftiminies have I taken as an heritage for tb, anc 
for they are the very joy of my heart. Sue bſerve 
the 1it, 15th, 19th, 112th, and 119th. ement 
Are you oppreſſed with public grievanWch Das 
or diſquieted with private calamities ? ¶ author 
are there furniſhed with the moſt moving In he v 
dreſſes to the Almighty for relief under tie itated 
fiction: and, while you read and medi ſweete 
will experience that the Lord is a refuge 1 Wd: yet 


time of trouble; and that happy is he, wiWuous ki 


hope is in the Lord his God. Read the! 
22d, 23d, 25th, 27th, 31ſt, 37th, 86th, d 
142d, and 146th. _ 

Are your iniquities like a ſore burden 
heavy for you to bear? and are you groan 
after pardon and peace? Look into the pe 
tential Pſalms, and you will ſay, theſe co 


and raj 
Lord, 

Ys and f 
hom t! 
clear 
it of ad 
ug life 


you may learn to offer up the ſacrifice of a bn 
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ch are the 6th, 32d, 38th, 51, and 

oth, — 

Have you received any public or private bleſ- 
s from the hand of God, and would you 
m the acknowledgments due to your di- 
e benefactor ? The Pſalms are full of thankſ- 
ings to the Father of mercies; every page 
teach you to praiſe the Lord for his good- 
, and ſtir up all that is within you to adore 
bleſs his glorious name. Read particularly 
18th, Zoth, 9th, 98th, 100th, 103d, I 16th, 
ith, and 145th. 

)bſerve the fervency of mind and the en- 
gement of heart, the deſire and delight, with 
ch David offered his prayers and praiſes to 
author of every good gift. He rejoiced, 
m he went up to the houſe of God; he 
ditated in the divine law night and day; it 
$ ſweeter to him than honey and the honey- 
ib: yet he had but an imperfect view of the 
ious kingdom of the Meſſiahb. With what 
and rapture then ought we to come before 
Lord, who are brought to a clearer know- 

ge and freer acceſs to the throne of grace; 
hom the treaſures of divine goodneſs have 

clearly revealed; who have received the 


t of adoption, and the full promiſe of ever- 
ne life! 
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eatures 


HE Book of Proverbs, written by o' ©)" 
loman, is a collection of wiſe and my The d 
ſayings; which, though not connected i in ae ©: 
way of a regular diſccurſe, but put toe) ings, V 
without order or method, have a general def nn 7 
and contain caſy and inſtructive rules for b 72 


direction of our whole behaviour. Ther The 
ſufficient to give wiſdom: to the ſunple, to the x: | ok 
man knouiedge and diſcretion; and bores an it, 
to the weakeſt underitanding and caps get * 
ſhould be put early into the hands of you tand. 
and recon amended to their attentive peruſal a. eenfo 
HOiolosom remembers with gratitude tne g dings. 


inſtructions given him by David; and 14 right 


his own experience adviſes others 20 bear thei 


797 
Mou / 8 


Itructiaus of their me ther, and not AK ler f 
zaw of their other. He cautions youth ag det li 
the inſinuating arts of evil company, and wat rd, 


them to keep at a diſtance from the danger: 
en, if frnner's entice thee, conſent thou not. I 
not in the way with them; refs ain thy foi ft 
their path, He recommends purity and challi 


by ſewing the deſperate Rate of the thous 
f 
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ee al 1fribed as far S ecding 3 ; in value tote 
ings, Which are richly gekred among men: 
iz is better than rubies, and ali the things 
hich may be aef;red are not to d compared with 
Therefore we are called upon to make it 
r choice, and uſe our utmoſt endeavours to 
unit. Miſdlom is the principal thing, theres 


Capri 
of voWr/nding. The ſtudy and practice of it are 


o enforced by the N advantages and 
dlings which attend it; Length of days 1s in 
ab band, and in Fo left hand riches and 
mur. Her was are ways of pleajantne/ 5, and 
ler paths are peace, Ii Pos findeth wwijdom 
math life, and ſball obtain the favinr of the 
rd, 
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CHAP, XXXIX. 


| | ments, 

PHIS inftruftive book is ſuppoſed {Þ"** co. 
have been written by Solomon, in his « whole 
age, after his happy recovery from idol nament 
and ſenſuality; as a penitential confeſſion hole hap 
his guilt, and a ſerious admonition to all th K Ic 
who give themſelves up to the extravagan ppineſs 
of fin and folly. The main ſcope and dely days 
of it is to teach us, that the happineſs of Veſſe 
man life does not conſiſt in the abundance ternal d 
riches or the ſplendor of titles, in the gratii . and 
tions of the voluptuous ſenſualiſt, or the in lively c 


pious jeſt and jollity of the profane. He {trial ſeek 
forbids the indulgence of youthful vaniti e fear 
ſtops the poor giddy creature, who 75s ai i thee, 
in the way of his heart, and in the fight ef N 
lation « 


eyes, with this alarming addreſs, Know tho, th 
for all theſe things God will bring thee into ju 
ment: and calls earneſtly to thoſe, who are ju 
entering into life, to devote their early bloc 
to the ſervice of God: Remember now 9. 
Creator in the days of your youth; and do not: 
fer this important concern, till the evil dt 
cant 


Eg. THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES. 127 


„ til! old age and infirmities overtake you, 
| death and judgment are ready to take hold 
Jou. For thovgh a finner do evi] an hundred 
us and his days be prolonged, yt ſurely G 
judge the righteous and the wicked : I know 
i it Ha de ꝛbell with them that fear Gad, but 
8. all not be well with the wicked, Therefore 
2 a ſerious review of all his labours and en- 
ments, he ſums up his opinion in that affec- 
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; whole matter; fear God, and keep his com- 
maments ; for this is the whols duty and the 
bole happineſs of nan. 

F To whom, gracious God, OP go for 


e days of my youth, do I ſurrender myſelf unto 


1; and reſolve, from this moment, to cheriſh 


jountiful author of all good, through the me- 


mate concluſion, Let us hear the concluſion of 


wpineſs,, but to thee ? — Now, therefore, in 


y bleſſed guidance and direction. I bid an 
ternal defiance to all the deceitful pleaſures of. 


lvely conitant remembrance of my Creator, and 
o ſeek for ſatisfaction and happineſs only in 
te fear and love, the knowledge and obedience 
if thee, the inexhauſtible ſource of joy, and 


lation of thy bleſſed Son, Jeſus Chriſt. Amen.. 
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C H A P. XI. 


T HR PNOP HET. 


PHE Prophets were perſons inſpired ; 

directed by the Supreme Peing, to il 
ſtruct the poople in the true ſenſe and oblin 
tion of the divine law, and to enforce t 
practice of it upon their minds; and allo 1 
foretel events, and make ſuch diſcoveries 0 
the deſigns of infinite wiſdom, as God w 
pleaſed from time to time to communicate: 
them. Upon ſome particular eccations i» 
when the honour of God, and the truth of f 
Prophets were called in queſtion, they wi 
endued with a power of working miracks 
which are certain infallible prov's of a din 
miſſion, and carry immediate conviction to tit 
attentive mind. 

Upon ſearching their ſacred records | 
ſome of them committed their edmonitionſcts, ſc 
and heavenly meſſages to writing, for the be heir de 
nellt of ſucceeding: ay We "a that in the ule ou: 
exccution of their ofice, they were not Mie lo cher} 


enced by any conſiderations of private imete. f ndence; 

but expoſed themſelves to poverty, contempb pendanc 

and perſecution. Holy and unblameavle in lncere 
their 


PHE PROPHETS. 129 
cir own manners, they boldly proteſted againſt 
e flagrant immoralities of the people, and re- 
oved even kings for their vices; they openiy 
proached their countrymen for their idolatry 
d wickedneſs, taught them the plain neceſ- 
ry truths of religion and virtue, and exhorted 
em by gentle perſuaſions and terrible denun- 
ations to turn from their evil ebays, and to 9 
fly, lade me rey, and walk Hume 50 with their 
to . | 
Some of their predictions, recorded in the 
ce ad Teſtament, related to particular occaſions 
nd remarkable incidents in the Fewtſh hiſtory: 
hey were expreſs and circumſtantial ; they 
ere publiſhed long before their e 
bent; and pointed out events, which no hu- 
n wiſdom could have foreſcen, and which 
deed were contrary to the outward appear= 
nce of things. The exact completion of their 
ache ophecies therefore Proves undeniably, that 
nen events were the conitant objects of di- 
ine attention, and came to paſs by the direc- 
on of an invinble agency. It not only eſta- 
biſhes the authority and miſſion of the Pro- 
_icts, ſo as to give weight and efnñcacy to 
heir doctrines; but alſo naturally tends to 
beine our thoughts and views to the creator, 
15: Mito cheriſh a lively ſenſe of his univerſal pro- 
„en Widence, and to bring men to an entire de- 
pendance on his power and goodneſs, and a 
ui iacere obedience to his will. — 0 All events 
| G 5 | are 
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130. THE PROPHETS: 
are under the infpection and government! 
God; he watches over us in every nt 
ment and every circumſtance of life, ; 
worketh all things according to the counſel of 
o will, May this reflection have its pro 
effect upon the mind! God reigneth, and al 
well; infinite wiſdom and righteouſneſs ; 
goodneſs are preſent, and preſide every wher 
The Lord reigneth; let the heavens rejoice, a 
let the earth be glad. 

But the grand ultimate object of the pr 
phetic ſpirit was Jeſus Chriſt, who was deſig 
ed in the everlaſting counſel of the Father t 
be the Saviour of the world, and whom ther 
fore he gradually foretold and pointed out 
the faith and hope of his people. Whoen: 
carefully examines the Old Teſtament ca 
cerning this matter, will eaſily learn, that an 
and the fame deſign is regularly purſued; a 
that there is a ſeries of remarkable propheci 


PITT 
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delivered by different perſons, and at diffeteſl. el 
times; which yet all unite and meet togetht td in 0 
in Chriſt as their proper center. Immediate roducti 
upon the fall, God was pleaſed to give our u nuch tr 

happy parents an obſcure intimation of t neareſt 
great Redeemer, who was to be born of a wana” lute t 
und bruiſe the ſerpent's head. His gracious def a lengt] 
ſign was revealed a little farther to Abraham i tie Gre 
the gracious promiſe, that in has ſeed ſhould u sere ſts 
the nations of the earth be bleſſed. — Then mot 7 by 
te 


diſtinctly to Maſes under the rites and ſacrifices! 


th 
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ment Wh: Jo, which were ſhadows and figures of him 
ry bo was to come.—Afterwards in the ſucceſſive 
fe, Mees of the church, the prophecies were more 


el of ſd more explicit; and his family, and the 
me of his appearance, were deſcribed and dif- 
ntly marked out, that when he actually 
ame, he might be eaſily known and dittin- 


uihed. 


els ; 


ice, a 
ſed ; let their bones flouriſh again out of their 
lace, fer they comforted "Faro, and deliueres 
hem by a certain hope, 
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it con 1055 THE DFATH OF NFHEMIAH TO THF 
hat ol COMING OF CHRIST, 


FTER the death of Nehemiah the go- 
vernment and high-prieſthood were uni- 
td in one perſon; but this circumſtance was 
productive of many ambitious conteſts, and of 
ur unuch treachery and cruelty even among the 
of ti areſt relations. —The people quictly paid 
mall ribute to the Perſian Monarch for many years; 


us def" length Alexander the Great, who commanded. 


ami lie Grecian forces, having overthrown the Per- 


uld oM-iore Jian empire, marched againſt Ferufalem ; 
 moY® "i but, being affected with the folemn peni- 


fices 1 * tent proceſſion of the high-prieſt and 
th G 6 Others, 
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132 FROM THE DEATH OF NEHEMIAH, 
others, he took them under his protection, 2 
granted them ſeveral privileges. 

Upon his death Prolemy, king of £2791, in 
vaded Fudea : and, being : Fornied that the 
"fetus were ſo ſuperſtitious, as not to fight, g 
even defend themſelves on their eg he 
entered Feriiſulem on that day, took poſſeſſiq 
ok it, and exacted a N y tri bute from * 
Before 
Qbritt 779725, till Antiocbus] king © 1 715 perſuade 
them to ſubmit to him, and beſto: 
ſome conſiderable privileges upon them. ut 
his brother Antiochus Epiphanes, who ſuccecdel 
nim, perſecuted them with the utmoſt rivoi; 
in order to compel them to lay aſide their d. 
and offer ſacrifice unto. idols; 
upon which trying occaſion, many, in de 
ci their religion, cheerfully underwent tire moſt 
bitter torments and cruel deaths. Fudat 
a famous general and good 
man, oppoſed the perſecutors, overthrew 
the forces of Samara and e ſubducd leve- 
round Feriſalem, and revived the 
geclining power and glory of the Ferus. The 
affairs of the nation were conducted with pro- 
perity under ſeveral ſuccceding high-prieſts; 
till Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulus, the ſons of 7a 
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neus, contending for the power, applied for 


protection to Pompey, who had reduced Syria 
and was then at Damaſcus: Pompey went im— 
mediate!) 
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lte ediately to Feruſalem, where he put 
Grit Ari/Zobrlus in chains, and appointed Hyr- 
can high-prieft, and prince of the 7ewsz 
obliging him to pay a yearly tribute. After 
wards, the Parthians, having conquered Aſia 
the Leſs and Syria, made Hyrcauus priſoner, 
whore and fettled Antigonus, the fon of Ariſto- 

chriſt Bs, upon the throne. Upon this He- 
g. rod, who was then the Governor of G- 

le, ted to Rome, where, by bribery, he prevail- 

ed upon the Senate to make him King of Fudea; 

and under that authority he ſtormed Feruſalem, | 
and took poſietfion of the Kingdom. He go- 
rerned with great injuſtice and inhumanity, 

for which the Fes complained of him to An- 

ty the Roman general; but his prefents and 

perſuaſions rendered all their accuſations inef- 
fectual. He afterwards built ſeveral cities; and, 
in order to ingratiate himſelf with the Jetos, 
pulled down the temple at Jeruſalem, and erect- 

td a new one at his own expence, higher and 
more magnificent than the former. 

During this period of the Yi hiſtory, 
God ſeems to have almoſt totally forſaken the 
jews, The gift of prophecy was withdrawn, 
and that free communication of the divine will, 
which had been the glory of their nation; and 
acir ſtate, which had made fo great a figure in 
lormer times, was become mean and contempt- 
ble, the prey of every tyrant and conqueror, 
This indeed was a juſt puniſhment for their 
abound- 
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abounding wickedneſs and corruption of man- 


ners: but thus alſo the deſigns of Providence 


were carried on; for by their various reyoly- 
tions and diſperſions, they were mixed among 
other nations, and ſpread more and more the 
knowledge of their religion and their hopes; ſo 


that there prevailed about this time a general 


and earneſt expectation of him, who was to be 
a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the faluatim 


| of God unto "The: ends 7 the earth, 


En A P.- XL. 


THE PARTICULAR STATE OF THE JEWS AT 
| THE COMING OF OUR GN mutant 


AT the time of our Saviour's coming into 

the world, the Jews were in ſubjection 
to the Roman government. They enjoyed how- 
ever the free exerciſe of their religion, and were 
at liberty to follow their own laws and cuſtoms, 
T hey had a High-Prieſt, and a council or ſenate: 
could impriſon offenders, try them, and infli& 
certain puniſhments ; but had not the power of 
life and death, for the governors or kings, ap- 


pointed by the Romans, were the ſupreme judges, 


Before the Babyloniſh captivity, they were ex- 
ceedingly addicted io idolatry; but, after their 


return corruption and ſuperſtition of a different 
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nature prevailed over them; they became zea- 
lous adherents to their own religion, but their 
attention and zeal were fixed, not on the moral 
and eſſential, but on the ritual and circumſtan- 
tial part of it; and they truſted in a punctual 
obſervance of the outward ceremonies, while 
they were deficient in true holineſs of heart and 
life. They perverted alſo the true ſenſe of 
the predictions concerning the Meſſiah; and 
inſtead of ſpiritual bleſſings and a ſpiritual ſalva- 
tion, looked for a Redeemer, who ſhould free 
them from the Roman yoke, and bring all na- 
tions into ſubjection to the Jewiſh ſtate. 

This was the general diſpoſition and temper 
of the people; but as there were at that time 
ſeveral ſects and parties, and perſons are men- 
tioned in the New Teſtament under various 
characters and denominations, it may be pro- 
per to prefix a ſhort explanation of the moſt 
important. 

The Phariſces were ſo called dom a Hebrew 
word, which ſignifies to ſeparate; becauſe they 
ſeparated themſelves from others, by ſtricter 
rules of living and extraordinary pretences to 
piety ; by which means they had gained a great 
reputation and influence among the peo- 
ple. They held e tradition of the elders in 
as high eſteem, as the written word itſelf, They 
faſted, and prayed, and gave alms in public; 
and were exceeding conſcientious in the pay- 
ment of tithes, the waſhing of hands and 

Cups, 
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cups, and the like; while they devoured Wi. 
dows houſes, and neglected the weightier mat. 
ters of the law, juttice, fidelity, mercy, and 
the love of God. 

The Sudducres took their name from Hadi, 
the founder of the ſect; they were great op- 
poſers oi the Phariſees, rejecting all traditions; 
and teaching that "nothing was to be ;mpold 
upon men's belief or 1 but what was ex- 
preſsly contained in the law of Moſes. They 
denied the immortality of the foul, the being cf 
angels, and future rewards” and puniſhments; 
and their lives were aglecable to that maxim, 
let us eat and drink, for ?9-morrow we die, 

The &cr:bes, who were allo called /awyers or 
docters of the !uw, were the principal authorized 
teachers, and the mu:t lvarned men of the na- 
tion: it was their peculiar office to copy the 
original ſcriptures, in order to preſerve then 
free from error; and to interpret and expound 
them to the people. igy were held in great 
repute, were cleſely united with the Pha if iſees 
and concurred with them in moſt of their lu- 
perſtitions and corruptions, 

The Hercdians were a ſect or party 4 men, 
who diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their zeal for 
Herod, in vindicating his conduct and ſupports 
ing his ſovereignty; and in favouring as much 
2s "poſſible the principles and maxims of the 
Romans, under whom he held the government, 


They were in this ſens oppoſue to the Phari— 
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mat. Motion; and thought it unlawful to pay taxes to 
and . ret zn power 
The Publicans were certain Prey olhicers, 
ad, Mather "AER or Fewws, employed by the go- 
op ernors to collect the tribute or tax, impoſed 
ions; upon the people by the Roman e I his 
poled tu vas confidered by the Fetus, not only as a 
5 eu- 


mn | an \ infult to the honour and freedom of their 


18 ration; and the cvil was much increaſed by 
ens; ae cov etouſnefs and ſeverity of the collectors, 


am Hrho having farmed the tribute at a certain year- 
V furo, generally exerciſed every method of 
FOR extortioi and oppreſſion z ſo that the Publicans 
red Were vraverſally hated, and bore ſuch an in- 
na- Namous character as to be ranked in common 
ſpeech with /inners and harlots. 


* the 
them 


ound people, who had been tranſplanted by the king 


great Wet ria into the land of iſrael, The Forws 


et Wield them in contempt and abhorrence : be- 
r ue Nause they had oppoſed the rebuilding of the 

temple and the N 0 nz of the city under Ex 
mem Wind Nehemiah; and beca uſe they had joined 


| for With ſome banifh 1c FeUS in building a mag- 
ore Miniicent temple upon mount Gerizim. ws 


7 ity had Prieſts and facrifices, in Oppolition to 
tne 
J 


ae temple at Ferujalem. Such a jealouſy and 
ent Naumolit y ſubliited between tac two nations, that 


arts though 


ſti, 


i. N, who were zealous for the liberty of the 


wy burden and affliction in itſelf, but alſo as 


The Samaritans were the deſcendants of thoſe 
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though they inha bited almoſt the ſame countn, 


yet they had no friendly intercourſe, and con- 
ſtantly ſpoke one of another in the mot re. 


proachful terms. 
(& With what pity and concern muſt we 


look back upon the impiety and wickednel 


of the Fews, upon thoſe inveterate prejudices, 
and that partial adherence to their narrow ſel 


and parties, which were the cauſes of their re- . 
jecting the Meſſiah ?—Baniſh from our hearts 4 wh 
O Lord, every kind of prejudice, and caſt down 
every imagination which exalteth itſelf againſt 


cient pr 


; 5 reaſons 
thy will: that we may rejoice in that da- ſent fort 


give light to them that fit in darkneſs, and i! we 
guide our feet into the way of peace. Let us N which! 
" Jearn from his life and doctrine, to cheriſh that preſely 
divine charity, which no national animoſities I na. fl 
nor religious differences can extinguiſh ; an ig 
pray earneſtly for that bleſſed time, when al I dere. 
Hfrael ſhall be fawed, and the fulneſs of the Gen. 
tiles come; that ſo we and they may become 
one fold, under one . Jeſus Chriſt the 
8 Righteous | "7 
Wits: 
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CHAP. XLIIL 
THE LIFE OF CHRIST, 


* EN the fulneſs of the time was come, 
which had been pointed out in the an- 
cient prophecies, and which was for ſeveral 
reaſons the fitteſt for ſuch a diſpenſation, God 
ſent forth his Son. The only begotten Son of Cod, 
whowas in the beginning with God, and tas God, 
took upon him human nature, in a manner 
which we cannot fully comprehend, but is ex- 
preſely revealed in (od's holy word; he was 
mac? fleſh, and dibelt von f us. i 
Auguſtus, jo Raman tingperor, wal iſſued a 
leerce, that all the land: of Fudea, with its in- 


S + » 


Pen ould be weclled and regiſtered, 
er a repolar tavation. ipht be made. Ac- 
Fa rh 7 allquert :. ed, every ore to bis 
For 074 and ere 13] Mary, his h οuſed 
Mie being both C! ks 8 of Jude, and the 


family of David, were 5 to re from 
Nazareth to their ative city Bethlehem, where 
Chriſt was to be born. Thus the prophecy. 
concerning the place of his birth was provi- 
dentially fulfilled, and every ſuſpicion of arti- 
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'The inns and houſes of reception were þ 
full upon this public occation, that he and 
Mary were under the neceſfity of lod, eine in 
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Jocks ; "anc a inn! * of the heaven!y hf}, te. and to | 
joicing in the proſpect of ſuch an univerſ urniug 
« . 0 * 6 : N Rn L 29.8 
bleſſing to the human race, broke out into tis s free 
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triumphant hymn, Cory ts God in the hinbet Nun; to 
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With this inſtance of divine benevolence; ſurely 
Wwe, who are the immediate objects of it, for 
whom the tidings of peace and good -will were 
intended, muſt feel the genuine workings of a 
grateful joy, —Let men and angels join in the 


: 1 8 ry e promiie 
mo{: exalted ed ſtrains to adore and praiſe the Fa. "FA 
ther of all; for peacc is made between God aud under + 
man; the way 18 opened for every grace and fri to 
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myrrh. 
which rite was the method of admillion into the of the 
Fewiſh church ; and bis name Was called Fes; by wh 
for an Angel had appeared to Foſeph, during tue ¶ braced 
pregnancy of Mary, in order to remove bis fal | happy 

picions 


world, for joy and glory in the next. 

When the holy child was ciglit day's 0 
Fole þb and Mary, who were {trict obſcrvers 6: 
the Moſaic law, failed not to circumciſe him, 
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pieions of her virtue, and faid unto him, Fear 
mt to take unto thee Mary, thy eſpouſed wife; for 
that ꝛchich 1s conceived in ber is of the Holy GH; 

Af — — 


and ſhe ſha!l bring forth a fon, and thou t call 


his name Feſus (the Saviour), for he fhail jave 


his people from their fius. , This is the great 
delign and end of his coming; he came to ſeek 


and to fave that which was loft; to bleſs us in 


turning us away from our imiguities, and ſetting 


us free from the cruel bondage of fin and Sa- 
tan; to raiſe us from a wretched ſtate of guilt 


toa ſtate of peace and reconciliation with God; 
and to be the author of cterual ſalvation to all 


them woo abey him. | 
This wonderful event was made known to 
ome <vi/e men, or philsfophers of the eaſt, by 


tie appcarance of 2 bright and unuſual ſtar, 


waich they underſtood as an intimation that the 


promiſed Meffiab of the Fewws was born. They 
therefore immediately left their country, and 
under the particular guidance of the ſtar, went 
ert to Feral, and from thence to Bet hle- 
m; Where, notwithitanding the obſcarity of 
bis parentage, and the meanneſs of his ſtate, 
they paid their homage to the new-born king, 
and preſented him with gold and franaincenſe and 
mrrhb. ( Theſe wiſe men were the firſt- fruits 
of the Gentiles, and have ſince been followed 


by whole kingdoms, who have gladly em- 


braced the ſame faith: we too rejoice in the 
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the Inee to Chriſt as our Lord: but has this day. 
ſtar ariſen in our Hearts? has it diſpelled the 


cloud of darkneſs !—Do we walk as the cj. 
| dren of that light whereof we are made par. 


takers; and do we preſent, what is infinitely 
more valuable than all the treaſures of the ear, 
even our ſouls and bodies, to the ſervice of our 
great Redeemer! | 
The appearance and character of the wiſe 
men, who were ſo wonderfully directed to Fer. 
ſalem, and who openly called the new born in. 
fant the king of Judea, threw Herod into confter- 
nation and horror; he was led, by the general 
expectation of a temporal prince, to conſider 
ſuch an event as threatening deſtruction to his 
government, and therefore reſolved, by any 
means in his power, to deſtroy this ſuppoſed rival 
in his kingdom. When art and hypocriſy had 


proved ineffectual, he gave way to rage and 


cruelty, and made a bloody maſlacre of all the 
infants in the city of Bethlehem; not doubting, 
but that in the general deſtruction he ſhould cut 
off the object of his jealouſy and fear. T here is 
however no under/tanding or wiſdom or counſel, 
againſt the Lord. Foſeph, having been directed 
by God before the bloody edict was iſſued, to 


take the young child and his mother into Egypt, 


immediately obeyed the heavenly command, and 


| ſafely conveyed them into that country. 


The inhuman tyrant was ſoon ſmitten with 


a terrible diſtemper, and died under inexpreſ- 
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Huguſius, among his ſons ; Archelaus was made 


King of Fudea and Samaria, Herod Antipas Te- 
trarch of Gal:leeand Petrea, and Philip Tetrarch 
of Trachonitis, and the neighbouring countries, 
Upon this change of government, Jaſeph, by 
divine direction, removed his family into the 


region of Galilee, and dwelt at Nazareth.— The 


diſtance of their habitation, however, did not 


prevent them from going yearly to Feruſalem, 
zt the feaſt of the Paſſover: and when Fefus 


arrived at the age of twelve years, they thought 


it proper to take him with them for his inſtruc- 
tion. G A ſtriking example to parents, that 
they ſhould conſtantly attend the public wor- 
ſhip of, God, and lead their children by the 
hand into the paths of devotion and piety. 
When they had performed the uſual ceremo- 
nies of the feaſt, and were returning home, the 
child Zejus anxious for improvement in reli- 
rious knowledge, went into one of the rooms 
of the temple, where the doors of the law ex- 
pounded it to the people, and inſtructed youth in 
free and familiar conferences. He heard their 
diſcourſes with eager attention; and both in his 


queſtions and anſwers diſcovered ſuch marks of 


wiſdom, as filled his hearers with a tranſport of 
admiration. Upon his return to Nazareth he 
was educated with great care by Joſeph and 


Mary, and increaſed in wiſdom as well as in 
ge and ſtature; he continued in ſilent ſubjec- 


tion 
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THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 11 
tion to his parents, and probably laboured in 2 Ti 
ſervile low employment for the maintenance u =” 
them, as well as himſelf, for near thirty years; Metion 
till his obedience to his heavenly Father de. him; | 
manded all his attention, and the time came fv E of ag 
his entering on his public miniſtry. Leet me John, a 
fix my eye upon this inſtance of humility and „ 
ſubmiſſion to parents, and ſtrive to imitate the > 3 5 25 
amiable example: Can I ſee my Saviour in the age 

mer of 


character of a dutiful and obedient child, and. 
yet be ſtubborn and diſobedient myſelf * What m heave 


ſhall J ſay to him, when he comes to judge me, af a 
if I difregard my father and mother, and negled Ml a 
their jut commands? Guide me by thy grace, * 
O Lord, that I may always behave towards 3 
them with fervent affection and filial reverence, He de 

„ here the 
and gratefully { tudy, by all means in my power, 
12 huma 
to ſupport and 5 them under the trouble En 
0 0 
of life and the infirmities of age. | 7 
IS e 
John, the ſon of Zacharias — £ lizabeth, 7. on 
virtue, 


peared as the forerunner of the Meſſiah, (ae- 
cording to the prophets Malachi and 1/aiah) t 
prepare theway of the Lord, by preaching the bap- 
tiſm of repentance ;, and, from his office, was 
ſurnamed the Baptiſt. He went from place to 


od, and 
ery temp 
ucer All 


lt 


place through all the country about Jordan wn 

and preached, Repent ye, for the kingdom of Hea- 4 40 

ven is at hand; the kingdom of righteoulnels *h Php 
) 


and glory, which the God of heaven has erected 
and put into the hands of his Son, the long ex- 
8 pected Meſſiah. When great numbers of the] 


people 


din the 
upon all 
Ked anc 
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ing 


ie had been brought by his preaching to a 
CC O18 4 


niction of their fins, and had been baptized 
"Wim; Jeſus alſo, being bout thirt 
r ce. mn; Jeſus alſo, being now... avout turty 
A of age, and entering on his miniſtry, went 
+= 7:n, and was baptized by him in the river 
y and dan; upon which ocraſion the heavens 

re opened, and the ſpirit of God deſcended 


e the ' 3 
tte en him with a hovering motion after the 
che he 


„ and 
What 
2 me, 
plect 
race, 
wards 
cnce, 


m heaven, ſaying, Thou art my bcleved Sen, 
thee I am <well pleaſed. 

As ſoon as he was baptized, he retired to a 
tary wilderneſs, to prepare himſelf, by me- 
tion and prayer, for that important office, 
ich he came into the world to execute. 


_ ere the Devil, that great deceiver, putting 
9 


ubles 


t powerful temptations; for h was in all 
mts tempted like as we are : but he food firm 
irtue, and gave full proof of his truſt in 
od, and ſubmiſſion to his will : he rejected 
ry temptation, and nobly triumphed over the 
ucer and deſtroyer of mankind. 

It is to be obſerved, that our Saviour 
elled the various aſſaults of the tempter 


ap- 

(ac- 
th) t 
bap- 
Was 
Ce to 
rdan, 
Hed- 


Firite this is the armour of a Chriſtian. 
1\nels 


ad, ſtudy, treaſure it up in the memory, 


ted M... 
. Cin the heart; that you may readily apply 
* the pon all occaſions. Without this you fight 


led and defenceleſs; but thus armed, you 


van H HT 4 


mer of a dove; and an awful voice iſſued 
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the Word of God. This is the fevord of 
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wil fight the good fig ht of faith, and be able tn) zut when 
and in the day of trial, and having done al Mcked 
fland. Reſift the Devil, and he will flee from yy 
The rulers of the eros had ſome doubt, whe 
ther John was the promiſed Meſſiah, or not 
but being examined by the prieſts, he frank] 
acknowledged, am not the Chriſt: and the ne 
day, as Jeſus was coming towards him, 74j 
pointed him out to his diſciples, ſaying, Beh 
the Lamb of God which tateth away the ſins 1 
the world; alluding to the Lamb, the ſacrife 
offered daily in the temple; upon this ſever 
perſons followed Chrift, as his diſciples; ar 
their faith in him was ſoon confirmed by thi 
miracle of his changing water into wine at; 
marriage-feaſt. de and. « 
The feaſt of the paſſover drawing near, J ſuence 
went up to Fereſſalem to worſhip; 9 ob: and 
ſerving the outward court of the temple turne 
into a kind of market-place, he reformed. the 
abuſe, by reſolutely driving away the buyers 
and ſellers. From thence he paſſed throug 
Samaria to Galilee, and travelled about the 
country, preaching the word of the kingdom of 
God, and ſpreading the bleſſings of he: 1th and 
Pc all around him. 
Jehn the Baptiſt continued to cla the 
neceſſity of Repentance, and prepare the peopk 
for the reception of Chriſt. Herod, the Te- 
trarch, heard him often with attention and 


pleaſure, and paid much regard to his precepts. 
But 
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iht when the prophet, with honeſt freedom, 
© all racked his favourite vice, and reproved him 
„ Sr living in adultery with his brother Ph:/7p's 


> wiege; the king, inſtead of profiting by 
r note reproof, impriſoned the reprover. His 
fran awful paſſion gained ſtill more power over 
be ne in, and led him from one crime to ano- 


„: till he actually cauſed his innocent 
ſeaacher to be murdered. (5 But from that 
V Wonent his peace was gone: The terrors of 
ACTINC lt, armed with vengeance, came upon him; 
leren his mind was thrown into ſuch agony and 
5 infuſion, that when he heard of the fame of 
by thus, he wildly imagined, that 7? was John the 
a Witt riſen from the dead, on purpoſe to ac- 
Wh and condemn him. —Odbferve the unhappy 
, jeſuMiunce and dreadtul effects of one darling 
e, ob: and if you have attained to ſuch a * 
ture te of obedience, that only one thing is lack= 
ed. th; O, do not ſuffer one ſingle vice to rob 
buyer of your preſent peace and future happi- 
102, Tear it from your heart, though it be 
ut the wr to you as a right eyes and give God the 
lom ol  poſſefion of your ſoul, without any rival or 
th and mpetitor. 
| As the light of the goſpel was to be diffuſed 
m the wughout the world, and ſalvation to be offer- 
peop!eWio all mankind, (for frem the riſing of the ſun 
e Te-Mj, going down of the ſame, my name ſhail be 
n and among the gentiles, ſaith the Lord of bebt) 
cepts r Saviour choſe twelve perſons out of his 
But H 2 >: "tiCh= 
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revealed to them the grievous {ſufferings he w; 
to undergo, and explained the nature of f 


ſhort glimpſe of his glorified ſtate in heaven 
and therefore took Peter, fames, and Jahr 
(who were ſufficient witneſles of the fact) to; 


diſciples, whom he called Apoſtles ( ſpecial me 
ſengers or embaſſadors) to be his. witneſſes, a 
the founders of his church; to preach his doc 


trines, and to appoint a ſucceſſion of miniſter 


to that ſacred office. When he had gradyz) 


kingdom, he thought it proper to give them 


high mountain; where, as he prayed, be ut 
transfigured ; that is, the faſhion, or appearanct 


of his countenance was altered; his face did ſhin 
as the jun, and his raiment was white as the light 


white and gliſtering. Moſes, and Elias ( Elijh 


the two moſt remarkable and diſtinguiihed pre 


phets under the Old Teſtament, appeared all 
in glory, and converſed with him concerning 
his deep humiliation and ignominious death, tt 
which he was ſoon to ſubmit for our ſakes. Whil 
they were thus converſing, a cloud overſhadnu 
ed them, and behold a voice came out of the clo 


which ſaid, This is my beloved ſon, in whom 


amm well pleaſed; with whoſe undertaking ani 
conduct, as Mediator, for the redemption e 
mankind, I am highly delighted: Hear ye hn 


Hear the Lord ſeſus Chriſt, the beloved 80 


of God: hear the important meſſage which lt 


brought from heaven: hear and obey the lau 


which he inculeated : hear and embrace tach 
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tondeſcending offer of pardon and falvation, 
which he hath made to a loſt world. 

While our bleſſed Lord remained in an ob- 
cure condition at Nazareth, he avoided all 
cenſure and reproach ; but as ſoon as he diſco- 
jered himſelf, and excited the attention and 
umiration of the people, by his doctrine and 
niracles, the prejudices of the rulers were 
wakened, and a ſpirit of oppoſition was ſtirred 
uw, which continually increaſed in proportion 
s his fame increaſed. They were offended 
d thoſe very things, which were ſtrong argu- 
nents of his divine miſſion: the poverty of his 
urcumſtances, his free method of reproving 
vice. and expoiing hypocriſy, the unſpotted 
purity of his manners, and his meck ſelf- 
denying doctrines. Being apprehenſive, now- 
ever, that if he proceeded as he had done, he 
would draw all the people after him, to the 
prejudice of their reputation and dignity, chey 
united their voice and intereſt againſt him, and 
Eboured by all means to ny his e 
and influence. 

They endeavoured at firſt to oureclate his 
character by little malicious reflections on the 
meanneſs of his parentage, and the place of his 
teſidence, as if ſuch circumſtances were jncon- 
iſtent with the title of the Meſſiah. But in 
reality a ſtate of poverty was agreeable to that 
character: not only as it had been foretold by 
the prophets, but as it gave our Lord an op- 

H 3 portunity 
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portunity of exercifing the moſt difficult yi 
tues; and was molt effectual towards promet 
ing the deſign of the goſpel, and endearins hi 
memory to the world. 
They ſtudied alfo to enſnare him in his di 
courſes, and tried by artful queitions to dra 
ſomething from him, upon which they might 
ground an accuſation. The Scribes and Phy 
riſees aſved him, by what authsrity he aRed, 280 
public inſtructor and reformer ? the Hered ar 
inquired of him, whether it was Fea be to 50% 
tribute to Ceſar or not? and the Sadducees pro- 
poſed to him ſome doubtful ſpeculative points 
concerning the reſurrection and a future te, 
But he perceived their craft and wickedneſs, for 
he knew what was in man; and though he ws 
ready to reſolve every do-.bt of the candid and 
ſincere, he would not gratify the impertinent 
humour of every inſidious enquirer. When he 
was pleaſed to give anſwer to their queſtions, 
he joined the w:fdom of the Serpent with the in. 
nocence of the Dove : and, while he gave them 
no advantage over him, ſent them away amazed 
at the quickneſs of his invention, confoundet 
with the power of his arguments, and aſhameld 
at their diſappointment. 


150 


When they murmured againſt him, for eat- 


ing and converſing with men of mean charac- 
ters, and repreſented him as a glutton and wins 
bibber, a friend of publicans and ſinners; he vin- 
dicated ws conduct by telling them, that he 
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ame to call ſinners to repentance, and that the 
bole have no need of a phyſician, but the fich. 

W. hen they accuſed him of impiety, and the 
reach of the fourth commandment, becauſe he 
raled the fick, and relieved the diſtreſted, on the 


ult vir 


TOmoet 
ing his 


nis dif 


 6raWcbath=day ; he reivted the charge with great 
mighMropricty and force of reaſon; Doty not every 
| Pha of you lobe bis ox from the fiat on the ſabbath, 


A 282 


rodiay 
-to #9) 
es pro- 
points 
ſtate. 
5 for 
le Was 


d and 


tinent 


und lead it to the water? And may not your fols 
w- creatures then, co are " n 
tes, 02 195/ed, and let fre 


with F. „Hy 771 


nu N 5 ads 53 2 


ej on 
Again, Jh amis: 'T 94) ith 's 7 Deep Hob f, 2 

into a pit on the ſabbath, would not e e 5 
ft him out © and how much is a man better than 


a ſheep ?—But, if you had known the meaning 


prophet, I will have mercy and not ſacrifice, (I 


and intent of that declaration of God, by the 


en he volence to external obſervations and matters of 
tions, poſitive inſtitution) you would not have con- 
he ir. ¶ emned the innocent and guiltleſs, 
then (4 What a dreadful thing is a perverſe and 
nazel WM obſtinate temper, which is "ollended' with the 
indei ruth, hardens itſelf againſt admonition, and 
amel I is determined to reſiſt the ſtrongeſt motives of 
piety and humanity ! — Vet ſuch was the tem- 
eat. ¶ per of the Feriſh rulers: they were obſtinately 
de- incurable: they withſtood the beſt inſtruc- 
ne tions, the moſt powerful perſuaſions, and the 
vin- ſtrongeſt evidence; and diſcovered, in their 
t he oppoſition to our Saviour, an unconquerable 
cant 


aways prefer the offices of humanity and bene- 
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Judas, C 
an end tc 
a ſum of 
hands. 

ducted b 
ſus Was 1 
him, bre 
x the g 


fore the time of his miniſtry was nearly acco 
pliſhed; and he was ready to finiih all that x 
mained for him to do, by yielding himſelf 
to death; he openly, and without reſerve, dt 
clatmed-againit their incorrigible wickedne 
and applied to them the words of the prophs 
Tjaiah : This people's heart is waxed groſs, d 
their ears are dull of hearing, and their g 
they have cloſed; that they might nat ſee, anfffi*re ch 
bear, and be converted and healed. He Hef the 
nounced judgment againſt them, and deſcribeWthe Me 
the calamitous deftruction, which was foon Hfeſfion 
be brought upon their ſtate and city, nonunce 
In this fituation, they thought themſelves death. 
duced to the neceſſity either of deſtroying hid The 
utterly, or of giving up their own authority Pilate, 
therefore they reſolved to proceed to the uf vernor, 
moſt height of malice, and accordingly fcnieath bs 
officers to ſeize him, But they, while the had de! 
were waiting for a favourable pretence or oflxzamin 


portunity to execute their purpoſe, were diMickly, + 
armed of their intention by his excellent coftjed bi 
verſation and doctrine ; and, inſtead of offerin Jews. 
any violence to him, returned to their maſte hm, a 
with this honourable teſtimony, Never mal crucify 
bake like this man. MW 5 
Thus diſappointed, the Scribes and Phariſes becauſ, 
held a ſolemn debate concerning the moſt ei. I heir x 


fectual means of apprehending and putting him 
to death: In the midſt of their conſultation 
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Judas, one of the Apoſtles, entered, and put 
an end to their doubts, by promiſing, that for 
j ſum of money he would betray him inte their 
hands. The officers were accordingly con- 


ducted by him to a private place, whither Je- 


ſus was retired for prayer; and having ſecured 
him, brought him before the Sanhedrim, that: 
s the orand council of the nation. 


He was 

there charged with blaſphemy, for calling him- 

ſelf the Son of God, and aſſuming the title of 
the Meffiah : and when he made an open eon- 
ſeſion of the truth, they unanimouſly pro- 

nonunced him guilty, and condemned him. to 

death. 

The next morning they led him away to 
Pilate, who was at that time the Roman go- 
vernor, and to whom the power of life od 
death belonged. Plate nete, that for envy they. 
had delivered him; and being convinced, upon 
examination, of his innocence, dechred pub- 
ickly, that he found in him no fault at ali; and 
tried by ſeveral expedients to releaſe him. The 
Jets however {till preſſed for a ſentence againſt 
him, and vehemently cried out, Crucify him, 
rucify him they repreſented, that they bad. a 


W law in force, according to which he ought to die, 


becauſe he made himſelf the Son of God that 
their religious conſtitution was brought into dan- 
ger by him; that he was a mover of ſedition; and 
that Pilate could not regard the peace of. the 
province, and be a 2 to Cæſar, if he let ſucſ 
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a man go. Pilate, being afraid that diſturban ances rings an 
and tumults would ariſe, if he did not hearken tonemen 
to the Fews, yielded to their importunity: when mption 
he jaw that he could prevail nothing, he took wa Shiv ſeref] 
ter, and having waſhed his hands before the mil. - ſuffer 
titude, faid, I am innocent of the blood f this ji ring us 
perſon, ſee ye to it. Then anjwered all the peo. ſin, to 
771 blood be on us, and en our children. ade the 
Nothing can poſſibly be more affecting than Nicht be 
the account of our Saviour's laſt ſufferings. He ertectiy 
was perſecuted and condemned as a malefactot Nrace, off 
and blaſphemer, by thole whom he came to pon the 
befriend and fave: they buffeted and ſcourge Negtance 
him: they arrayed him with a ſcarlet robe, and Nience, is 
when they had platted a crown of thorns, put M,. Lor. 
it on his head, and a reed in his right hand; and NAU 75 


they bowed the knee before Tg and mocked 
him, ſaying, Hail, king of the Tews.— Others 
ſmote him wa the palms of their hands, faymg 
unto him, Propheſ; unto us, thou Chrift, who i 
he that [mote thee ?—They then led him to the 
place of crucifixion; they nailed his hands and 
his fect to a croſs, between two thieves ; they 
made him the object of their ſcorn and deriſion, 
While he was hanging on the tree; and inter- 
rupted his dying greaiis and agonies with their 
bitter ſarcaſms and malicious reproaches. 
(5 No man could take his life from him: be Nigion a 
laid it down of himſelf. In compliance with the Nnoſt pc 
glorious deligns of infinite wiſdom and love, he EWpowerfi 
ſubaitted che-rfu' ly to the mot gricyous fuf- Itte mo 
- ferzngs 


3 
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rings and to death itſelf, that he might make 
tonement for our ſins, and obtain eternal re- 
emption for us. He was wounded for our 
arſereſſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities. 
e ſuffered, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might 
ring us unto God. who knew 
in, to be fin (a fin offering) that we might be 
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factor 
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urged 
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erfectly righteous. "Thus the covenant of 
race, offering to us the riches of divine mercy, 
pon the condeſcending terms of a ſincere re- 
entance, a lively faith, and a renewed obe- 
ence, is eſtabliſhed, and we joy in God through 


» put ur Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom we have re- 
; and Ned the atonement. 

)cked ; 

ther i 3 8 
aying _— 
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an 

they MP H E Doctrines of our Saviour are far 5 
fon, perior to thoſe of any other inſtructor. It 


Ner- 


ay be truly ſaid, He ſpake as never man ſpake, 
their 


d down the molt excellent principles of re- 
igion and virtue; he enjoined the pureſt and 
moſt perfect diſcipline; he offered the moſt 


tie molt noble rewards. | 
N n He 


ude the righteouſneſs of God in him, that we 
night be accepted through him, as if we were 
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He taught as a teacher ſent from God. He 


powerful aſhitance, and held up te view the 


3 


W = — - " p 
— 2 2 — — 
OR — As — 1 — boy: 2 = — — by — art 


2 


— — — 
Sie Bi ů — — 


- 5 —— ̃ —ĩ5—— 
— eee : 


* „ Fo 


2 — — — — oO 


„* 


. 


- Ee 
- — 
WB 


1 
1 
1 
* 4 
ut 
il "7 
i N 
: L „ 
1 
79 
7 7 5 1 
. 3 
"BL? 4: 
Nie 8 


155 THE DOCTRINES OF CHRIST, 


He teaches us to. love the Lord our God wit 
all the heart, and with all the foul; and inſpire 
the very temper, which he recommends, b. 
giving juſt and worthy notions of the Deity 
He directs us to worſhip Him in ſpirit and! 
truth, with unaffected piety and devotion; to 
reſign ourſelves wholly to his will, to caſt 2 
our care upon him, and to obey incerely all hi 
commandments, | 

With reſpect to the facial duties, he teach. 
eth us not only to abſtain from doing any in- 
jury to others, either in their perſons, their 
fortune, or their reputation; but to perform 
the various offices of juſtice and fidelity, and 
to love our neighbour (that is, every man) 4 
ourſelves; to promote his welfare and happi. 
neſs with diſintereſted affection; to be kind 
and charitable to all men of whatever nation or 
profeſſion; and to do to others, as we would 
expect or deſire, in reaſon and e that 
they ſhould do to us. 

With regard to the duties, which we owe 
to ourſelves, he teaches us to purify the heart 


which is the fountain of life; to mortiſy our 


corrupt appetites and paſſions, and live in 


temperance and chaſtity; to diſclaim all proud} 
ſelf-conceited thoughts, and to put on humi- 
aſide all 


ty and lowlineſs of mind; to lay 


anxious and diſtruſtful ſolicitude about tem- 
poral events; to ſet our affections on things 
aboue; 


above; 
which « 
The 
in orde! 
theſe d 
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above; and 15 lay up for ourſelves thaſe treaſures 
which are incorruptible aud eternai. 

The motives, which he hath fet before us, 
in order to animate us to the performance of 
theſe duties, are the moſt powerful and en- 
raging, which can be offered to the heart of 
man. He hath opened the counſels of infinite 


wiſdom and goodneſs for the ſalvation of ſin- 


ners, and promiſed mercy and forgiveneſs to 
all them who repent and believe the goſpel : 

an aſſurance no leſs effectual, than it was ne- 
eeſſary to cheriſh the beginnings of repent- 
ance, and eonfirm the refolutions of a better 
obedience for the future. He hath alſo pro- 
miſed the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, to 
ſtrengthen our feeble powers, to enlighten our 
underſtandings, and to ſupport and comfort us. 
in the faithful diſcharge of our duty. And 
laſtly, he hath made an ample diicovery of a 
future ſtate, and clearly repreſented the awful 
proceſs of the general judgment, when all, 


who have ever lived upon earth, ſhall ſtand 


before his high tribunal; when rewards and 
puniſhments ſhall be diſtributed according to 
what men have done in the body, whether it be 
good or evil; when the wicked ſhall go into ever- 


laſting puniſhment, but the righteous into life 


eternal, 


Can we conceive any motive of equal 


weight and dignity with theſe ? Are they not 


well adapted to ſtir up the active A of 
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our nature, and awaken thoſ.: affections, which 
have the greateſt influence upon our lives ?= 
If theſe do not prevail with us, what can pre- 
vail? If we tej ct tnele cncouragements, and 
remain impenitent and un eformed, what can 
prevent our final. ruin f Let us therefore 
give due attention to them; Jet us impreſs 
them upon our hearts and conſciences; and, 
complying with the de gus of the golpel- 
grace, let us become the genuine diſciples 
of Chriſt, both in principle and practice, 
leading a godiy, right ous, and ſober iije, and 
| booking for that bleſſed hope, and the glar ious 
| appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jeſus Chrijt, who gave himſelf for us, that 
he mught redeem us Jrom all iniquity, and purify 
unto himſeif « a peculiar Pay Zealous LW go 
260 7K5. 


CHAP. XL. 
THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 


F all the diſcourſes, which our Saviour 
preached, the Sermon on the Mount {fo 


called from his iitting on a hill or moun- 
tain, when he ſvake it) is the fulleſt and moſt 
complete: and as every Chriſtian ought to 
copy the precepts of it auto his heart and life, 
we cannot too frequently apply our thoughts 

1 8 and 
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and meditations to it; and N to the 
allowing paſſages. 


Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs 1 is the 
lingdom of heaven. 

Bleſſed are they that mourn for their fins, for 
they ſhall be comforted. | : 
Bleſſed are the meek, for they hall inherit the 

urth. 

Bleſſed are they who hunger a thirft after 
ribteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled. _ 

Bleſſed are the merciful, for "oy hall obtain 
mercy. 

Bleſſed are the pure in heart, fir they ſhall fre 
bed. 

Bleſſed « are the peace-makers, for they ſhall be 
called the children of Ba 

Bleſſed are they who are perſecuted for righte- 
ſneſs ſake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Let your lig hi- the light of your ooctrine 
2nd cape ine before men, that they may 
ſie your good works, and be thereby engaged to 
thrify your Father who is in heaven. 

Think not that I am come to deſtroy the law or 
the prophets; I am come not to deſtrcy the law, 
but to fulfil it to illuſtrate—to adorn—to per- 
ſect it: and except your righteouſneſs exceed the 


Wr1ghteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall 


in no caſe enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

If thy right eye ond thee, by leading thee 
into fin, pluck it out and caſt it from thee; and 
if 0 right hand offend thee, cut it off and caft 

4 
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it from thee; that is, ſacrifice every paſſion 
however beloved, which comes in competitio 
with your duty: though it be as difficult t. 
part with it, as to part with an hand or an ehe 
yet give it up; renounce it; for it is proftall 
for thee, that one of thy members ſhould periſ 
and not that thy whole body ſhould be caſt into hel 
Love your enemies : bleſs them wwho curſe yu; 
do good to them who hate you and pray for then 
who defpitefully uſe you and perſecute you, thi 
ye may be the children of your Father whe is in 
heaven: for He maketh his ſun to rij: on the evi 


and on the goad and ſendeth rain on the 8 and 


on the unjuſt. 

M hen thou 2 thine alms, let not thy leſt 
hand know what thy right hand doeth, that th 
alms may be in ſecret : and thy Father, whaſeeti 
in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly.— And whey 
thou prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet; and when thou 
haſt ſhut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in 


fecret; and thy Father, who ſeeth in Kratz Heal 


reward thee openly. 

Lay not up for yourſelves treaſures upon earth, 
where math and ruſt doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and ſtcal; but lay up fir 


yourſelves treaſures in heaven, where neither 


. moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through nor ſteal: for where your 
treaſure is, there will your heart be alſo. 

Take no thought—be not over anxious—ſaj- 
ing What ſhall e cat? or«vbat ſhall we drin! 
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wherewithal ſhall we be chathed ? for our 
n Father knoweth that ye have need of 
theſe things. But ſech ye fit the kingdom ” 
Cod and his righteouſneſs, and all 1 8 e things 
ſtall be added tut you. 

Judge not, that ye may not be fu; 65 with 
what judge ut ye. iudge, ve all he judę ed; and 
with what meaſure Je nenes it ſpall be meaſured to 

you Again. 

Alt, and it call be Se You feel, and ye 
fall find; knock, and it ſpall be opened © unto 
50% For if ye, being evil, know how to give 
grad gifts unto your children, how much more 
fall 3 your Father, who is in heaven, pive good 
hints unte them that aſk him? 

Beware of faije prophets, who come to you in 
ſheeps cloathing 3 but inwardly are ravening 
wolves. Ye jball know them by their fruits; for 


every good tree bringeth forth good fruit, but a 


corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. Not every 
one ihat faith unto me, Lora, Zern Hall enter 
into the Hog dow of heaven, but he that deeth te 
will of my Father who is in heaven. 

Il hoſocver heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and 
deeth them, I will liłen him unto a wiſe man, 
who built his houſe upon a roch; and the rain 
deſcended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that houſe and it fell nat; for it 
was founded upon a rock, 
beareth t:eſe ſa, ings of mine, and aceth them not, 
fall be Iikened unts a fooliſh man, who built his 
houſe 
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162 PARABLES OF CHRIST. 
houſe upon the ſand; and the rain d. ſcendledꝭ and 
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat wy 
that houſe; and it fell, andgreatwas the fall of it 
Let us receive the Law from the mouth of Chrif 
and del:git in it after the imward man. Let is 
not only read and admire his precepts, but love 
and practiſe them. Let us cheriſh all thoſe graces 
and virtuzs which ke recommends, and build ou 
hopes upon that Rock, which will never fail, 


THE 


CHAP. XLVI 
THE PARABLES OF CHRIST, 


HERE are two ways of communicating 
knowledge and inſtr uction:— by plain Mr 
direct precepts, of which the greateſt part of the 
Sermon on the mount conſiſts; z and by moral 
ſimilitudes or fables, ſuch as the parables, which 
our Saviour uſed in order to recommend his 
doctrines, and enforce their duty upon men. 
The advantages of conveying inſtruction by 
parables are very obvious; it is an eaſy method 
of inſinuating truth into the mind; it takes men 
by ſurprize, "without alarming their prejudices 


and paſſions; it is leſs offenſive than a plain 


open rebuke; and it is fitted to make a deeper 
impreſſion on the memory and the heart. 
The parables of our Lord far exceed thoſe 


of all other writers, not only on account of 
| ; the 
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5 
- 0 0/108 

compo oſ.tion; - but alſo on account of the ſub- 
ar upen * 


A Hi. 
% e contained in them. 

GH, 

Lets! be parablc of the Sower ſhews the different 
reeption Which the goſpel meets with in the 


ut love 
world, according to the di ferent tempers and 


graces g 

1d or Nepacities of men. 1 

fail That of the Tares ſhews the general ftate 
ek the Chriſtian church, in all ages, to the 


— Mei of the world: that there will be both ſin- 
tere and hypocritical profeſſors, and at laſt an 
impartial trial and an eternal diſtinction be- 
teen the righteous and the wicked. 

The Rich Man, whoſe ſoul was ſuddenly 


cating required of him, ſets in a very ſtriking light 
n and Wie folly of placing our chief happineſs in 
of the worldly riches, and flattering ourſelves with 


moral Mine hope of many years to come. POT 
which MW The Charitable Samaritan melts the ſoul into 


id his univerſal benevolence, and throws down every 
men, MWpartition-wall, which would prevent us from 


on by {icing good to others. 


ethod WW The parable of the Prodigal paints in lively 


s men colours the folly and guilt of a licentious youth, 
idices N vno, being impatient of his father's advice and 
plain Wiſcipline, runs headlong into a courſe of ſenſual 
eeper Wpleaſure ; but ſoon found, inſtead of liberty 


thoſe I moſt bitter difireſs :—and it repreſents further, 
nt of Min an affecting manner, that God hath no plea- 
the ſure 


de peculiar beauty and excellence of their 


ime truths and important inſtructions, which 


and happineſs, the moſt abject ſlavery and 
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164 THE PARABLES OF CHRIST, 
ſure in the death of ſinners, but rejoiceth in thei 
recovery, and is ready with open arms to fe 
ceive them, upon their returning to a wit 
ſincere repentance. 

The Parables in general are e full of religious 
and moral inſtructions; but it would ſwell this 
work too much to give a particular account 
of all.—KRead them with attention and can 
dour, and endeavour to diſcover the fpirity 


os 


: g 5 )er 
wiſdom and good ſentiments which are con : . 
25 any : tour 
cealed in them: conſider their particular mean 
m exar 
ing and deſign; the main object and Icadin * 
point in view; and bring the application hom 3 
to your own mind: that you may not be num "8 


bered among thoſe, 20% ſeeing, Jab net; adi, u 
hearing, heard not: but having, with an h; c 
and good heart, heard the word, keep it, ai 
bring forth fruit with patience. 
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N. B. Children ſhould be brought into a 
early acquaintance with the deſign and meaning 
of the Parables; and ſhould get by heart tne 


705 : | : ; 
moſt lively and affecting of them. ſeaven 
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THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 


UR bleſſed Lord not only laid down a 
perfect rule of duty in his excellent dif- 
ourſes and parables : but alſo ſet before us 
n example of the moit complete obedience, 
lis practice was a juſt picture of his own 
recepts, and added new light and force to 
hem. All the duties of piety and goodneſs 
rere united in him, without infirmity or de- 
kt; ſo that in his life they appeared, as it 
pere, viſible to human eyes. 

His piety and devotion towards God were 
nanifefted in a conſtant readineſs to pleaſe and 
tonour him in all things. He ſpeaks of it, as 
he great object of his attention, and the 
figaeſt joy of his ſoul, I am come down from 
lauen, not 16 do my own will, but the will of 
in that ſeni me, and to finiſh his work, At 
twelve years.of age, he diſcovered his zeal for 
relivious exerciſes, by ſtaying in the temple 
mongſt the doctors, hearing them and aſring 
tem queſtions e and telling his parents, in juſti- 
cation of his conduct, that he muſt be about 
bis Father's buſmeſs, He conſtantly attended 
H Af. the 
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the public aſſemblies for divine worſhip ; an 
frequently withdrew himſelf from the pub! 
eye, for meditation and private prayer. This 
ſpirit of devotion influenced all his actions 
and was the foundation of that abſolute ſub- 
jection and rekgnation to the divine wil, 
which he ſhewed at all times, and eſpecially in 
the amazing inſtance of his death, the finiſh- 
ing ſtroke, and higheſt proof of his obedience 
and love, | 

Nor was he leſs exemplary in benevolence 
towards man, than in piety towards God, 
His whole life was one continued act of mercy, 
It was his meat and drink, his conſtant em- 
ployment and delight, to go about doing good; 
to heal all forts of ſickneſſes among the peo- 

ple, and to preach the glad tidings of divine 
grace ang tavour to the penitent. He ad- 
mitted , even the pooreſt and meaneſt, into 
his preſence; and converſed freely with pub- 
licans and ſinners, for their inſtruction and 
amendment. He diſcovered the generous feel- 
ings of humanity, and the tender affection ot 
friendſhip, in his ſympathizing tears at the 
grave of Lazarus, in his laſt endearing diſ- 
courſes to his diſciples; and his pathetie la- 
mentation over Jeruſaleme but the act of be- 


nevolence, which deſerves our higheſt regard, 
is His dying for the ungodly; giving his life a ran- 
fom for many; the offering of himſelf a ſacrifice 
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rery other pleaſure. 
ale was made to give way to the public good, 
nd the great deſign he had in view. 
ed the middle path between luxury and auſ- 
rity; teaching us to fit looſe to the enjoy- 
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ir / ul men, that he might obtain eternal re- 
umption for them, | 


The virtues allo of ſelf- government emi- 


ently ſhone forth in the temper and conduct 
Hour Saviour. 


His affections and appetites 

oved regularly within the bounds of reaſon: 
d he preferred the pleaſures of religion to 
Every deſire of private 


He pur- 


tents of life, and to uſe the world without 
ung it. He was all humility and con- 
ecention, yet always preſerved his dignity 
nd waſhed the feet of his diſciples, while he 
Id them he was their Lord and Maſter. Far 
am coveting worldly riches or honours, in 
le loweſt condition of poverty and meanneſs 
was caly and contented : and under the 
oft injurious treatment, and the greateſt poſ- 
ble provocations, we find no unbecoming 
ulports of impatience and anger: far from 
ling his meekneſs and benevolence of tem- 
r, even when he was expiring upon the croſs, 
offered up his praycrs for thoſe, who with 
"erate cruelty had brought him to it, ſay- 
Father forgive them, "for they know nat 
bat they do. 
Let us ſet this example conſtantly before 
eyes; trace the ſacred hiltory of it, and 
make 
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make it the ſubject of our frequent thoughts 
and repeated contemplation, that we may catch 
ſome faint image and reſemblance of his graces, 
and the ſame mind may be in us which was iy 
Chriſt Feſus. —May we imitate him as his Dif. 
ciples; obey him as our Maſter ; and follow 
him as our Guide, with a comfortable per- 
ſuaſion and pleating hope of following him to 
the bleſſed manſions above, and gaining ay 
abundant entrance into the poſſeſſion of immrial 
life and glory, Amen. 


. XBÞYHE 
THE PROPHECIES CONCERNING CHRIST, 


x A Prophecy is a declaration of ſome future 
event, which it is impoſſible for man to 
know: and as therefore it muſt come from 
God, the accompliſhment of the Prophecies 
concerning Chriſt, was a mark by which he 
ſhould be known, and a proof of his divine 
miſhon. A ſeries of prophecies had been de- 
livered by different prophets, and at different 
times, through a long ſucceſſion of ages, which 
were fulfilled in him, and in him alone. The 
hiſtory of his life and death is only a repetition 
of them; and the Old and New Teſtament 
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ntirely agreed, the former in foretelling what 
bould happen to him, and the latter in rela- 
ng thoſe very circumſtances as wy N 


ppened. 


It was foretold that the Meſſiah ſhou'd be 
n of a virgin, of the tribe of Judah, of the 


uſe of David, and in the town of Bethlehem: 


nd all the prophecies, thus pointing out the 


mily, the place, and the manner of his birth, 


dy came to paſs.— It was foretold by Hag- 
i, that He would come, while the ſecond 


mple was ſtanding; and by Daniel, that he 


ould be cut off, and the city and ſanctuary be 
rcyed at the end of ſeventy weeks from the 
ung forth of the command (which was given to 
ma) to reſtore and rebuild Feruſalem;—that is, 
t the end of four hundred and ninety years 
m that period: for the weeks are weeks of 
ars; each week containing ſeven years, like 
e ſabbaths of pt mentioned in the twenty - 
th chapter of Leviticus, And accordingly at 
at time Chriſt was cut off to make reconcilia- 
n for iniguity, and to bring in everlaſting 
ghteouſneſs ; and upon his death the Moſaic 
conomy was abolfhed, the ſacrifice and ob- 
tion ceaſed, the Fews were no longer a pecu- 
ar people, and Feruſalem was no longer a holy 
ty unto God. | 
deveral minute circumſtances alſo, which 
i been ſpecified by the prophets, were punc- 
I nally 
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tually accompliſhed : and if you compare, 
them with the Evangeliſts, you will ee, tha 71 th 
not a tittle fell to the ground. You read i G00 
Zechariah, They weighed for my price thirt hould 


pieces of filver and you read in St. Mattherith th 
that Judas ſold Jeſus for that very fun, mise, 
You read in the P/alms, that they pierced % we 


his hands and his feet; and you read in im to 
Goſpel, that he was crucified; and that huire t 
aiterwards ſhewed his diſciples the print Hen hi 
nails, with which he had been faſtened to th", V 
croſs.— Iſaiah foretold, that he ſhould be num ond CC 
tered with the tranſgre(ſ; zs; and the Evan ble 
geliſt tells you, that he was e bett tweraven 
two thieves, Mun tl 
As Chriſt therefore appeared exactly at f de th 
time appointed by the Prophets for his con“ “t 
ing; and as the various marks and character 
which they had given of him, are found iff": 100 
agree and unite in him, and in no other, M. 
have good reaſon to belicve that he was th 
Meſſiah, who was to come into the world 
and to be thankful for this great evidence 
the divine authority of his Miſſion, and ta 
truth of his Religion. 
Buy the Prophecies concerning Chriſt, f 
expectation of him was continually preſerve 
among the Fews : they, who had but a ditt 
and imperfect view of his coming, rejoiced: 
it: and under all their troubles and calamiti 
they drew comfort from the promiſe of a 
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ompat Mar, of whoſe kingdom there ſhould be no end. 
ce, tha Unt this promiſe, the twelve tribes, inſtantly ſerv- 


read iH God day and night, hoped to come. We 
e thirtFWhould learn to act over again the ſame virtue 
{attheWrith the ſaints of old; and as #h-y ſaw the 
fum, I miſes of God afar off, and yet embraced them, 


þ we ſhould look up to God, as true and 
im to his engagements, and worthy of our 
nire truſt and confidence. We ſhould rely 
pon his promiſes, which relate to a future 
ate, we ſhould prepare ourſelves for the ſe- 
md coming of Chriſt, and fix our eye on 
at blefſed inheritance, which is reſerved in 
aven for his faithful ſervants, Let us bring 
In the diſtant good into our hearts; let us 
bew the influence of it in our lives; and by a 
tient continuance in well-daing, ſeeꝶ for glory, 
nur, and immortality, that after we have 
we the will of Gud we may inherit the pro- 
%. | 
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perform. It cannot be accounted for by thi 
common courſe of Providence, and the kno 
Jaws of Nature, and muſt therefore be dont 


Nature herfelf owes her being. We kun 
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GS | | ing all ch. 
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5 A® a Prophecy 1s | the declaration of ſom rere reſt 


future event, which it is impoſſible böght, the 
man to know; ſo a Miracle is an actom tear, and 
which it is above the natural power of man tt than, fan 
his leprofy 
to the ſto 
nediately 
Damſeh J 
He called 
had lain f 
But the 
New Te 
whole nw! 
There we 
authentic 
related : 
with on!. 
performec 
mention 
odjects. 
Jeſus wwe 
ynagague 
dom, and 


by the immediate affiſtance of Him, to whan 


ſaid Nicodemus, a ruler of the Fews, to Jeſu 
Thou art a teacher come from God; for no ma 
can do thoſe miracles, which thau doeſt, exctþ 
God be with him. 
All marks and characters which may de n 
turall; expected in true and genuine miracle 
are to > be found in thoſe done by Chriſt, —The 
were very Numetous ;— They were Vario 
in tneir kind and were very Frequently i 
pea cd. — They were wrought Openly, in th 
face of the Sun, before a whole nation « 
Wit iis, Who were his enemies, — They wet 
ali kcwiſe of the compaſſionate and friend 
ki..4 ;—z- of Supernatural power, ſo of Gol 
uke weneticence ; perfectly agreeing 1 
5 
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the deſign of his coming into the world, and 
with the doctrine which they were intended to 
ſupport. 

Look into the Goſpel, and you will find 
him ſpeaking as the Lord of nature, and hav- 
nz all the powers of nature at his command. 
He ſpake the word only, and inſtantly the Sick 
Mrcre reftored to health, the Blind received 


dean, ſaid he to the leper, and immediately 
v the ſtormy wind and the raging ſea, and im- 


elm. He fpake to the dead daughter of Jairus, 
Damſel, J ſoy ante thee, ariſe ; and ſhe aroſe.— 
He called to Lazarus, Came forth ; and he, whe 
had lain four days in the grave, came forth. 

But the miractes which are recorded in the 
New Teſtament, are but a ſmall part of the 
whole number, which our Saviour performed. 
There were many others, equally credible and 

Wauthentic; too many, indeed, to be diſtinctly 
rouMrelated : and therefore we frequently meet 
wth only general accounts of great numbers 
1 thſpcrformed in this or that place, without any 
n mention of the particular circumitances or 
werobjets, Thus we read in Saint Matthew, 
end 
G00 Magogues, and preaching the goſpel of the king- 
will dm, and healing all manner of ſickneſs, and all 

ta 1-3 manner 


y it 


ght, the Lame were made to walk, the Deaf to 
bear, and the Dumb to ſpeak. — I w:ll, be thou 


Wis leprofy was cleanſed. — Peace, be till, faid he 


Wncdiately the wind ceafed, and there was a great 


Jeſus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
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manner of diſeaſe among the people; and his fa on my pol 
went throughout all Syria. And they brought int SY 

him all ſic people, that were taken with divy which 
diſeaſes and torments, and thoſe which were 9 that ye in 
rn and theenobich wire lai me—t 
| and thoſe whith had the palſy: and he hel cles—ane 
6 them. — And again, I hen the men of that pl miſſion, | 
(namely Gennefaret) had knowledge of him, th or ity. 
ſent out into all that count 'y Rd 0011 mn ba oulc 
: brought unto him all that were diſea of: ed, and b. es of 
fought him, that they might only torch the hem polition, 
hrs garment, And as many as touched, We motive 
made perfect y whote. thus hav 
How plcafing to ſurvey ſuch multitudes of Would! 
* our fellow-creatures receiving immediate con witneſs 
believe 1 


| fort from the miraculous power of our $a 
h our! How do we partake of the joy which H &<d the 


[ diffuſed through many a mournful family, b Let t 
B reſtoring a ſick parent to health, or raiſing; in the C 
j dead child to life] And ho co theſe reflection deligns | 
| cheriſh and improve our own benevolence] tbe mir 
; and inſpire and animate the love of doin great Ee 
; good ? to brin 
| How pleaſing alſo to confi der the miracles d 3 t 
i Chriſt, as immediate atteſtations from the Fa which) 
[ ther to the truth of his Miſſion, and the Divi B Uno 
nity of his doctrine! He himſelf appeals to cg 


them upon this very ground: VF do not tit 


tian, 20, 
Who W 


do, except God be with him, believe me nt: 


but if I do, though you believe not me, mere! 


: 

| 

' 

works of my Father, ſuch works as no man cn b hu 
. ON 


THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST. 175 


on my own word and teſtimony, yet believe the 
works, —which are the teſtimony of God, and 
which I do by his power and in his name 
that ye may know and believe that the Father 1s 
in me,—by the divine power of working mira- 
des—and I in Him, —as having his com- 
miſſion, knowing his will, and acting by his 
authority. | 

Would God have recommended the doc- 
trines of the goſpel, by his immediate inter- 
polition, if they had not been true, and pro- 
motive of the happineſs of man? Would He 
mus have ſet his own peculiar ſeal to them? 
Would He, by ſuch a ſpecial voice, have borne 
witneſs to Chriſt, and called upon all men to 
believe in and obey him, if he had not been in- 
deed the Meſſiah, the Saviour of the world? 

Let theſe conſiderations eſtabliſh our minds 
in the Chriſtian faith, and lead us to the grand 
deſigns of the goſpel ; in confirmation of which 
the miracles of Chriſt were wrought. The 
great aim and intention of Chriſtianity, 1s 
to bring us to repentance 3 to purify and 
warm the heart; to reſtore that image of God 
which was defaced by the fall; and to create 
us unto all good works. Submit then to the 
authority of Chriſt, embrace his doctrine, fol- 
low his example, and obey his precepts : for 
how ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great ſalua- 
tion, which at firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord; 
who was a man approved of God, by miracles 
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end wonders and figns, which God did by bin i 
the midſt of the people. 
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of great plainneſs and ſimplicity ; yet, 


Lord's Supper 


Raelon conſiſis in waſhing or ſprinkling 
the body with water, in tho name of the Father, 


the Son, 75 9 5%; 
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d th 
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as men, forming a religious ſociety, muſt hays 
oize outward rres of worſhip; and as proper 
emblems and repreſentations naturally tend to 
promote meditation, and excite devotion, our 
Saviour has required the obſervance of two 
3 rites, commonly known by the name 
of the Sacraments, and called Baptiſm and the 


and the autward 


form is the hgn of an wward and ſpiritual 


race. 


It is a memorial of tha at purity of mind, 
and manners, which, as 
bound to preſerve. 


hriſtians, we are 


Anil as Water, the em- 


blem of purity, is in daily conſtan uſe, it may 
bring to our mind, 


every hour we Jive, the 


&5312ations of our Bepuſm, and teach us to 
keep our ſouls 


and bodies untainted with any 


Aral impurity. | 
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We are ſolemnly admitted by it into the 
rofefſion of the Chriſtian Faith, and are bound 
to live ſuitably to that profeſſion. We therein 
ledicate ourſelves—to the ſervice and worſhip 


of God the Father, who created us ;—to the 


obedience and imitation of Chriſt, the Son of 


God, who redeemed us ;—and to the doctrine 


nd guidance of the Holy Spirit, who ſancti- 
feth us. We become, according to the Chriſ- 
tan covenant, entitled to the benefits and pri- 
ileges, which God has promiſed on his part; 
we are made members of Chriſt, Children of 
God, and Heirs of the kingdom of heaven ; 
md we are bound to fulfil the conditions or 
obligations on our part; which are—F irſt, To 
renounce all fin and wickedneſs ; ;—Secondly, 
To believe what God has taught in his holy 
word ; and, Thirdly, To keep his command- 
nents all-the days of our lives. 

It is true, indeed, that infants cannot of 
hemſclves expreſsly promiſe to fulfil theſe con- 
litions : but their ſureties, their God-fathers 
nd God-mothers, promiſe for them; and, if 
the Parents neglect it, are bound to inſtruct 
them in the articles of the Chriſtian faith, and 


the nature of the Chriſtian duties, that they 


may believe and obey the will of God. And 
as 32 as they come to years of diferetion, 

underſtand the nature and obligation of 
. promiſe, which was made in their names 


« their Baptiſm, they muſt chuſe for them . 


15 ſelves: 
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ſelves: they mult either renounce and diſh 


mation was inſtituted ; an ancient uſage, hand 
ed down to us from the beginning of Chriſt 


the ſnares and dangers of the world, than t 
| ſolution of keeping it to the end of the 
lives ?—What a warm and laſting impreſſot 


render themſelves entirely to God, in the fac; 
of the church, and before a large congregation 


creaſe in his holy Spirit, till they come ti li 


5 ſpur them on to every good work, and excit 


the complete communion of the church, ai 
the participation of the Lord's Supper ? 


we cat br! 
ken, and 
ling of h 
repreſente 
bor the fin 
It is tt 
Do this 1 
ary a pl 
hriſtian 
ommand 
New Te 
command 
beyed ? 

dr not att 
age to t 
eceſlary 
neceſſary 
What 

ove anc 
ff all his 
bimſelf o 


it, or approve and confirm it, making it thei 
own act and deed, and reſolving to abide b 
it. For this purpoſe, the ceremony of Confr 


anity, and capable, if duly obſerved, of pr, 
ducing the moſt noble fruits, For what c; 
be more likely to preſerve young perſons fro 


renew the baptiſmal covenant; to take 
freely upon themſelves, and form a ſerious re 


muſt it make upon their minds, thus to fur 


while the Biſhop lays his hand upon the heat 
of each, and ſolemnly prays that God mg 
Defend them with his heavenly grace ; that tht 
may continue his children for ever, and daily it 


ities ;— 
everlaſting kingdem ?—And will not the {enh;; death, 
of the vows which are upon them, ftrengthe led, anc 
them afterwards in an hour of temptation ern we jr 


in remer 
dever ſuf 
bath thus 
kt us gr 
and ador 
Ways i. 


2 becoming zeal in preparing themſelves f 


The Lord's Supper was inftituted for th 
cominual remembrance of the death of Chiik 
W- 
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we cat bread in remembrance of his body bro- 
ien, and we drink wine in token of the {hed- 
ling of his blood, that thus his death may be 
repreſented and ſhewn forth till he come again 
br the final ſalvation of his people. 

It is the expreſs direction of our Saviour, 


Chriſtian can evade: they contain as clear a 
onmand as any other precept in the whole 
e New Teſtament. And did Chriſt give this 
> © Yommand without intending that it ſhould be 
beyed ? Did he leave us at liberty to attend 
not attend it? And can we have the cou- 
zoe to tell him, that though He thought it 
iacMrecellary to command it, we did not think it 
uMMeceflary to comply with it? 

What leſs can we do, as a mark of. our 
mM YLove and Gratitude? Did he diveſt himſelf 
of all his glory in heaven ;—did he take upon 


nities; did he ſubmit to the agonies of a bit- 
er death, that we might be pardoned, recon- 
led, and live for ever? And what lefs return 
100 Wezn we make, than to eat and drink at his table 
In remembrance of him — Though we can 
dever ſufficiently praiſe that compaſſion, which 


> Abath thus ranſomed us from fin and death, yet 
kt us gratefully remember it: let us admire 


ind adore it: let us keep a warm ſenſe of it 
Bes in the heart, and do what we can to 
| I 6 _ convey 


Dy this in remembrance of me, —The words 
ary a plain obligation with them, which no 


bimſelf our nature, with all its pains and infir- 
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convey the remembrance of it to all future 
ages. 

"Bot it is ant inflitution calculated for our 
good; and our intereſt calls us to a frequent 
attendance upon it, Tt hath a powerful influ- 
ence to confirm our faith, to ſtrengthen our 


good reſolutions, to arm us againſt the temp- 


tations of life, and to improve us in every 
thing that is worthy of men and of Chrifti- 


ans. While we contemplate the freedom and 


riches of divine mercy, and cheriſh thoſe dif- 
politions of mind which are ſuited to the ſo- 
lemnity, the world lofes its power over vs: 
every inordinate paſſion is ſubdued : the love 
of virtue glows in the breaſt : and we feel that 
fervor of devotion, that purity of ſoul, and that 
energy of joy, which are the emblem and the 
foretaſte of heaven. 


There is no limitation of age for perſons 


coming to the Lord' s- Supper lt is indeed 


impoſhble, on account of the different capa- 
cities and opportunities of improvement, to fx 
a certain preciſe time of life for the purpoſe: 
but you ought to come as ſoon as you are ca- 
pable of underſtanding the nature of the inſti- 
tution:—You ought to come as ſoon as you 
are ht for it, at whatever age it be:—the 


ſooner the better. Early attendance is pecu- 


liarly pleaſing to God; He will bleſs the 
youthful purſuits of virtue: He will ſmile upon 
the young votaries, who preſent themſelves at 
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ue his table, and treat them with diſtinguiſhing 
favour. They ſhall be His in the day when he 


ur W maketh up his Jewels. their names are ꝛvritten | | N 
ent I in heaven. j it 
lu F Bleſſed Saviour, IL own thy loves I ſub- ib 0 
our mit to thy command: I am determined to re- |; li: 
up- member thee in thy holy ſupper. I reſolve to Ah 


ery go ſoon to thine altar; and there, in the moſt 111.8 
ſti- unreſerved manner, to preſent myſelf a holy, liv- N { | 


and ing ſacrifice unto thee, and renew my covenant 1 
dil. never to be broken. I reſolve to follow thee as 1 
ſo- my Pattern; to obey thee as my Maſter; and F j 
vs:} to confide in thee as my all-powerful Mediator. I 
ove] May I receive, with becoming diſpoſitions of 4} 
that mind, the pledges of thy love, and the memo; 
that rials of thy death; and under their ſacred in- | [1 
the fluence may I go on, as far as I can, to perfee? | 


If Þolineſs in the fear of God, and be at length re- 
ſons] ceived into the habitations of eternal righte- 
iced] ouſneſs and peace. Amen. | 
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| The Reſurrettion and Aſcenſion of CRHRIsr. 


Oe Saviour, having died upon the croſs, 

was buried by 7% h of Arimathea, in a 
new tomb, which had been hewn out of a rock, 
and in which never man was laid: And as he 
had foretold, that after three days he would riſe 
again, the chief prieſts and rulers of the Zeros, 
in order to prevent any deception and impoſi- 
tion, made the ſepulchre ſure, ſealing the ſtone, 
and ſetting a watch. But, notwithſtanding all 

their precaution, on the third day the ſeal. was 
broken, the ſtone rolled away, and the body of 
Feſus was gone. 
to the great amazement of the Raman guard, 
who ſhook and became as dead men > ſome of 
whom, after they had recollected themſelves, 
went into the city, and ſhewed unto the chief 
prieſts all the particular circumſtances of this 
awful tranſaction. 

Our Lord appeared to. his diſciples, after 
he was riſen, not once only, but often; not in 
a haſty tranſient way, but for a conſiderable 
time together; he travelled with them; diſ- 
courſed with them; ate and drank with them; 
ſhewed them his hands and his feet, and the 


He roſe in the prefence and- 
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marks of thoſe wounds which he had received 
on the croſs: and when one of them refuſed | 
to believe on the teſtimony of the reſt, and re- | | 
quired a particular kind of conviction, He con- 
deſcended to ſatisfy his over-ſcrupulous diſciple, 


1 

ſaying unto him, Reach hither thy finger, and | I 
behold and examine my hands; and reach hither ||. 

8 thy hand, and thruſt it into my A de, and be not | 
a Il faithleſs, but believing. —1 1 
t, When he had fully convinced the Apoſtles, 10 


ie y many infallible proofs, of the reality of his 
ſe reſurrection, and given them all neceflary di- 
5, rections for the diſcharge of their office, he led 
- them out to Bethany; where, while he was in 
„ the midi} of them, inſtructing and bleſſing 
I them, he was parted from them; and while 1 
is they beheld him, and their eyes were fixed on ö | 
of him, he was carried up by a flow gradual af. 
d. cent, 'till a bright cloud received him out of their 
d, ſight. Thus he aſcended into heaven, where 
of © he fat down at the right hand of God; that is, 


„ TY was crowned with glory and honour, angels and 
f | authorities and powers being made ſubject unto 
is him, There he {till carries on, as our great 
High-Prieſt, the gracious deſign for which he 
er came into the world, and ever Fucth to make in- 
in terceſſion for us. There he reigns the animating 


le though inviſible head of the Church, which 
S he founded upon earth, and which he will che- 


1; uh and ſupport ever to the end of the world. 
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And from thence he will return with power 
and glory to judge the whole human race, and 
to diſpenſe the bleſſings of Eternity. 

The reſurrection and aſcenſion of our bleſſed 
Lord, fully vindicate the integrity of his cha- 
racter; juſtify his claim as the Son of God 
and Saviour of the world; and prove the 
truth and efficacy of his whole mediation, 
With what pleaſure therefore ſhould we re- 
member a riſen and exalted Redeemer | With 
what ſatisfaction may we put ourſelves under 
his protection! With what entire confidence 
may we reſt in his promiſes ! — I am going, 
ſays he, to prepare à place for you, that where 
J am, there ye may be alſo. Aan I live, je 
1 live alſe. 

Meditate upon theſe truths with grateful 
adoration and praiſe: Let them have their ge- 
nuine influence in purifying the heart from 
every low earth-born deſire, and forming you 


to a divine and heavenly temper. Remember, 


that Jeſus, though crucified and ſlain, lives at 
the right hand if God to plead your cauſe. Go, 
and remember the almighty power, which raiſed 
him from the dead, and exalted him to be a Prince 
and a Saviour. Go rife with him, and walk 
in newneſs of life : jet your aſtections on things 
above : have your converſation in heaven : and 


reſt aſſured, that He, who died for our fins, and 


roſe again for our juſtification, will ſhew you the 
path of life; and that, when Chriſt, who is our 
life, 
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'er life, ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo a pear with 
him in glory. 


. LL 


_ THE DESCENT or THE HOLY GHOST. 


Jer AS our Savieur knew, that his death would 


overwhelm his Apoſtles with dread and 


. aa; and that they could not, without 
„ ene ſpecial aid, be qualified for N preaching 
„Ide goſpel with ſucceſs, and carrying on his 
/ rracious purpoſes for the ſalvation of men; 
He previouſly animated them with an en- 
1 courag ing promiſe of aſſiſtance, requiſite for 
en al their future engagements; and molt affec= 
om tonately told them, I will not leave you com- 
* fortloſs : for after I am riſen from the dead, 
er, Ward aſcended to the place from whence I came, I 
M will pray to my Father, and He ſhall give ou 
h ansther Comporter. Aud when he is come, he will 
G guide you into all truth : he will ſhew you things 
pr treome : he will bring to your remembrance what= 


ever I have ſaid unto you he will teach you all 
things, and abide with yor for ever, And juſt 


with his Apoſties, he commanded them, that they 
wuld not depart from Feruſalem, but ſhould re- 
nain there for the promiſe of the Father: for the 
5 | accom- 
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accompliſhment of that promiſe, which he had 
made them in his Father's name. Ye Hall re- 
cei ve power, (faid Chriſt) after that the Hai 
Ghoſt is come upon you; and ye ſhall be w!treſſes 
to me in Fer alen, and in all fudea, and in Sa- 
maria, and unto the uttermaſt parts of the earth, 
Accordingly about ten days after his afcen- 
ſion, when the day of Penteceſt was fully come, 
and they were all with one accord in one place, 
there came ſuddenly a found from heaven, as if 
a ruſhing mizhty ww: nds and it filled all the 
houſe where they were fitting. And there ap- 
| peared unto them cloben tongues, like as of fire 
(tongues which ſeemed to be divided in the 
midſt, and were bright and ſparkling like 
fire;) and this emblem of the Divine Spirit 
fat upon each of them; and they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghoft. | 
The Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit, is a Being di- 
tinct from the Father and the Son: He is of 
the Father and of the Son, proceeding from 
them as the Spirit of both. The facred ſcrip- 
| tures ſpeak of him, as another perſon, and 
aſcribe to him all ſorts of perſonal characters 
and properties: they alſo join him with the 
Father and the Son, on equal terms, and re- 
preſent him as partaking of the ſame authority 
and perfections, and therefore of the ſame na- 
ture with them. This is the language of our 
Saviour to his Apoſtles, Go ye and teach all no- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Fatben 
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and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.—To the 
ſame purpoſe is that Apoftolical benediction, 
The Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the love 

of God, and the fellowſhip of the _ Ghoſt be 
Rs you all, | 

In conſequence of this divine eff e the 
Holy Spirit, immediately upon his deſcent 
from heaven, undertook the important office 
of Guide and Comforter to the Apoſtles. He 
inſpired them with the knowledge of all lan- 
evages, fo that men of. every nation under hea- 
ven, heard them ſpear in their own tongue the 
wonderful wor of God, He gave them power 
to inculcate the doctrines of the goſpel with 
ſuch force of reaſoning, as all their adverſaries 
could not gainſay or reſiſt; and alſo to con- 
frm their authority by many ſigns and wonders, 
by diverſe miracles and ſpiritual gifts. And he 
fortified their minds with ſo much courage and 
patience, that they reſolved to ſubmit to ſaame, 
perſecution, and every kind of diſtreſs, which 
could poſſibly befal them, rather than deſert 
tne cauſe of Chriſt, and renounce his reli- 


gion. 


The Miraculous gifts of the Holy 8. 
were only for a time; they were beſtowed up- 
on the Apoſtles and firſt preachers of Chriſ- 
tianity, for the confirmation and eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Truth: and when this end was 
anſwered, when Chriſtianity was grown from 
i Rate of infancy. to full vigour *. maturity, 

and 
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and Princes became the patrons ef it, then 
thoſe temporary aids of Tongues, prophecies, 
and miracles were taken away. But, beſides 
thoſe miraculous powers, which were com- 


municated only to ſome few, there is an in- 
fluence of the moral kind, which is commu- 


nicated to all: the ſaving and ſanctifying gifts 


and graces of the Spirit ſtill remain, and he 
abides with the diſciples of Chriſt for ever; to 
enlighten their underſtandings, to purity their 
hearts, to guard them from temptation, to 

comfort and ſupport them in afflition, and 
to be as a pledge or earneſt of the future glo- 


rious inheritance, which is ſet before them ir in 


the gofpel. 

This aid of the Holy Ghoſt is totally con- 
f: ſtent with the uſe of 3 and the exer- 
ciſe of our natural powers. Whatever may 
be the efficacy of his influences upon tne 
mind, we are ſtill free, and at full liberty to 
reject or comply with them. We muſt not 


be entire y paſhve, like mere machines; but 


muſt attend his motions, follow his guidance, 
and obey his ſuggeſtions. The divine grace, 
far from being an argument for floth, is an 
encouragement to labour. While God works 
in us and for us, we mult alſo work for out- 
ſelves. Cod worketh in you, faith the Apoſtle, 
both ta will and to do of his own good pleaſure;— 

he giveth you power to act, and therefore, 


becauſe he giveth you power wr cut yout 
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without his aid; nor will his aid fave us with- 


out our endeavours; both muſt concur: we 


mult be workers together with him; we muſt 
be diligent, in order to make eur calling and 
eleftion ſure. 

In the Communication of Divine Grace 
there is no outward ſenſible operation; the 
fruits of the Spirit are the only ſure evidence 


of our being under his guidance. There is 
no foundation in the Word of God for thoſe 


bodily impreſſions, thoſe inward feelings, thofe 
viſions and illuminations, whieh ſome have 
aid down as the only proof of his aſſiſtance, 
Theſe indeed are the fruits of an over-heated 


imagination and enthufiaftic phrenſy; but 
the fruits of the Spirit are Love, Foy, Peace, 


Gradneſs, Righteouſneſs, Truth, and all the 
amiable virtues of the Chriſtian fe, —WWheſe- 


wer is born of God—whoſoever is renewed in 


his nature, and led by the Spirit of God —dith 
wt commit ſin ;—doth not allow himſelf in any 
known vice—doth not commit fin wilfully 
and habitually.—/Fheſoever is born of God 


wercometh the world. We know, that God by 
his Spirit dwelleth in us, if we keep his com- 
mandments, 

Happy in the promiſe, that God will 
gue the Holy Spirit to them that aſk him, let 


us frequently and fervently pray for the in- 
valuable gift. 


Let US came with boldneſs to the 
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non ſalvation. Our endeavours cannot fave us 


199 TRE APOSTLES, 
throne of Grace, that we may find grace to hel 
in every time of need. Be pleaſed, O Lord, to 
ſhed abroad his ſanctifying influences on our 
minds, that he may become our Comforter and 
our Guide;—that our bodies may be preſeryed 
as his pure temples, dedicated to his ſervice, 
and animated by his preſence: that he may 
- conſtantly dwell in our hearts, and that we 
may be one with Thee, our Creator, * 


and Sanctifier, for ever. 


— 1 Fn ads 
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CHAP. LI. 
THE APOSTLES, 


THE Apoſtles were perſons, choſen by 
dur Saviour upon his firſt entrance on 
his public miniſtry, to be 2witneſſes of the pu- 
rity of his life, of the doctrines he ſhould 
teach, and of the miracles he ſhould perform. 
Ze have not choſen me, ſays he to them, but 1 
have cheſen you to be my Apoſtles and embaſſa- 
dors; and have ordained you, that you ſhould g1 
into the moſt diſtant countries, and bring forth 


much fruit, in converting the world to the 


Chriſtian Faith. 


The belief of the goſpel muſt depend upon 


teſtimony of ſome fort or other; and while 
we ſee the folly. and abſurdity of demanding 


| ſuch evidence, as the nature of the thing wil 
not 
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not admit, let us conſider, whether the evi- 
dence we have, the evidence of the Apoſtles, 


de clear and ſatisfactory —-Mhether it be ſuch as 


may reaſonably be relied on. 
As the Apoſtles were men of plain ſenſe and 
ſound underſtanding, they were capable of 


judging concerning the truth of the fags 
wich they atteſted. They appear to have 
been ever preſent with Chriſt; they heard all 


his words, they ſaw all his works, and there- 
fore they could not have been deceived. Did 


they not know, that they attended him through 
lis whole miniſtry? Did they not know, that 


they had familiarly converſed with him, and 
had actually ſeen him to make the blind to ſee, 


the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, and the 


dead to live? Did they not know that he was 
perſecuted, condemned, and crucified? 
They had the fame evidence too of his Re- 
ſurrection from the grave: they knew him to 
be the very perſon, with whom they had former- 
ly converſed. Their ears and eyes and hands 
convinced them, that it was their maſter who 
had died upon the croſs. They ſaw and felt 
bim; they ate and drank with him; and during 


an intercourſe of forty days, they had the fame 


infallible proofs of his being then alive, as that 
he ever was alive at all. 


There is another and ſtill ſtronger evidence, 


in which the Apoſtles could not poſſibly be 


deceived, The promites which our Lord had 


y. give 


14 
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iven them, that after his departure, he woult 
fend them another comforter, even the Shirit 
truth, who ſhoulll guide them into all truth, was 
effectually accompliſhed in them. They found 
themſelves filed with the Holy Ghoft; and were 
convinced, by what they felt, of the divine 
power of Chriſt, and the truth of the goſpel. 
They found their ſentiments quite changed, 
and their minds' illuminated with a clear and 
diſtin& view of the Meffiah and his kingdom, 
They found themſelves enabled to ſpeak all 
languages, and to work all miracles. Theſe 
gifts of the Spirit, therefore, were not imagj- 
nary and deluſive; but real communications 
from heaven, of which they were equally cer- 
tain, as they were of their own exiſtence. 

And as there is the ſtrongeſt proof, that the 
Apoſtles could not be deceived themſelves; ſo 
there is no juſt ground for ſuſpicion, that they 
had any intention to decerve others. 

Look into the characters of the Apoſtles, 
and you will find nothing of craft and deceit, 
no appearance of fraud and wickedneſs, in any 

part of their behaviour. Their principles were 
worthy, and their religion rational: their tem- 
pers open and free, their manners humble and 
| benevolent, and their ſanctity pure and un- 
blemiſned. Theſe genuine marks of probity 
and piety leave no room for any candid judge 
to ſuſpect their veracity and look upon them & 
impoſtors. as 
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With what view indeed could they forge a 
ſtory of this kind, and publiſh it to the world? 
Were they influenced by the love of fame, 
ind an ambitious hope of being diſtinguiſhed, 
s the heads and founders of a new fect? 


There is no part of their conduct, which can 
furniſh the leaſt ſhadow for ſuch a charge. In- 


ſtead of ſetting up for themſelves, and acting 


x Principals, in their own name, they expreſly 
keclared, Ne preach not ourſelves, but Cbriſt 
aus the Lord : they aſcribed to him the whole 
nerit of what they ſaid or did, and gloried in 
being the ſervants of a . maſter. 

Was there any appearance of gain and proſ- 
perity.? Had they any proſpect. of enriching 


themſelves by the undertaking ? —There is no 
diſcovery of any inftance of this kind in their 


writings: on the contrary, they appear. to 
haye a contempt for riches, to renounce all. 
ſli-intereſt, and every woridly conſideration. 
Inſtead of ſoothing the paſſions and prejudices 
of men, they preached plain naked truth, un- 


prateful to fleſh and blood: and inſtead of 
wurting the mighty and the noble, who might 
nile them to power and affluence, they preached 


to the weak and the baſe, who could do nothing 
for their advantage, 'I'he great end they had 
in view was, to recover mankind from idolatry 
and fin to the faith and obedience of the Goſ- 
pel: and this end they purſued, at the hazard 
a every thing that was near and dear to them. 


They 


4 bh 
—— — woos — . —— > F 5 
— e ̃j⅛ÜôP,¶ .. ͤ— — 5s . 


f 
4 
4 
[ 


1094 THE APOSTLES. 
They ſaw nothing before them, at their fi 


and perſecution : they left their friends and re 


[themſelves to infinite ſufferings, both fro 


difficulty and danger which lay in the way { 
their great purpoſe, and at laſt ſealed with theWem to f 
blood the doctrines which they preached. 


Can we ſuppoſe, that fuch a number of pe 


without learning and without authority, ſhou 
undertake to deceive the world, and propaga 


their native prejudices and connections, fac 
fice their eaſe and intereſt, and expoſe the 
ſelves to a variety of wretchedneſs, only 
exalt the name and honour of one by whot 
(in- this view) they had been miſerably dilap 


were, againſt their own lives, and contri 


in the ſu} 
7 le? Is 
I ſee. 
| tneſſes 
which t! 
fluence. 
onſc iouſ 
locere le 


ſetting out, but hatred and contempt, povert 


lations; they left all they had, and wandere 
into all the quarters of the earth, expoſin 


Fews and Gentiles, They welcomed ever 


arned, { 
racles « 
em Cart 
of 
nth a re 
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feel the 
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true; 
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he pawe! 


Are theſe the marks of cheats and impoſter 


ſons, of obſcure birth and mean educatio 


uo 
yt 
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a falſhood ?—That they ſhould renounce 7 


pointed? —that they fhould lay a plot, as' 


2 be for their own miſery while 5. 
they appealed to the future judgment for the 
ſincerity, and profeſſed the warmeſt hopes « 
a glorious reward from the God of truth! 


5 Can we ſuppoſe that ſuch a number of me 
| ſhould form ſuch a plan, and go through us 


a ſcene, ' merely to publiſh doctrines whiq 


they themſelves did not believe: and to- 
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in the ſupport of facts, which they knew to be 
fle? Is it credible? Is it indeed poſſible? 

I ſee then that the Apoſtles were faithful 
| znefſes.; that they were certain, of the facts 
mich they preached, and acted under their 
fluence, ſteadily and conſiſtently, from a 


armed, to foretel future events, and to work 


em carrying the Goſpel into the remoteſt re- 
ons of the earth, diffuſing its ſalutary rays: 


uting the world to the truth as it is in Feſus. 


nce feel the graund, therefore, upon which, I ſtand. 


fac a Chriſtian 3 the teſtimony of the Apoſtles 


aviour of the world ; and my faith and: hope 


onſciouſneſs of their own innocence, and a 
Wocere love of truth. I ſee a Divine Power 
ping every where along with them, enabling 
tem to ſpeak languages which they had never 
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Miracles of the moſt extraordinary kind. L ſee. 


. 
Sed — 


ith a rapid and amazing ſwiftneſs, and con- 


„rue; their doctrine; is divine; Chriſt is the 


e built upon a rock, as firm and as durable as 
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velled on to other countries. 
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CHAP. LIV. 


THE i AND THE REVELATION 0p 


ST. JOHN. 


HEN the Apoſtles, by their preaching 


the Goſpel at any place, had con- 


verted a ſufficient number of perſons, they 


formed them into a diſtin congregation for 
divine ſervice, and appointed proper miniſters 
to attend the offices of religion, while they tra- 
But in virtue of 
their _ commiſſion from Chriſt, they ſtill fe- 
tained an authority over the churches which 
they had founded ; and frequently interpoſed 


to ſettle controverſies and diſputes, to give laws 
and conſtitutions for their government, and to 


build them up in that holy faith in which they 
had been inſtructed. 
Although molt of the Epiſtles were written 


upon particular queſtions of diſpute, which 


aroſe from the firſt planting of Chriſtianity, 
and to correct the irregularities and errors 0 


thoſe churches to which they were directed; 


yet the Apoſtles took every opportunity of in. 


troducing thoſe points of doctrine and practice 
which were of univerſal concern, and - profit- 
able for the inſtruction of all ſucceeding ages 


We find them almoſt every where explaining 


the Myſterics of the Goſpel, ſetting forth the 
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excellency of it, and prefling men to conform 
to its pure and exalted precepts, 

They prove the univerſal neceſſity of ſuch a 
diſpenſation as the Goſpel, to raiſe men from 
the ruins of nature, and reſtore them from a 
fate of guilt and condemnation to the favour 
of God. They ſet forth the original goodneſs 


and mercy of the Almighty Father towards us,. 


who, upon a foreſight of the wretched ſtate 


into which we ſhould fall by our fins, formed, 


in the counſels of his eternal grace, the glo- 
rious deſign of our recovery. 
e n condeſcenſion and love of the only- 


degotten Son of God, who being the bright-- 
neſs of the Father's glory, and the expreſs image 
of bis perſan, became a partaker of our fleſh and 


led; and having been delzvered for our * 


Y ences, and raiſed again for our juſtification, is 
able to. fave them to the uttermoſt who come unto 
Cod by him, ſeeing he ever liuethi to make inter- 


ceſſon for us, They deſcribe the manifold 
bleſings and privileges, which flow to us from 
the divine mercy. through the mediation of 
Chriſt ; and lay before us the exceeding great 


Jud precious promifes of a future glory and 


felieity in the kingdom of Heaven. They re- 


preſent. Faith or Believing, as the Summary of 
what is required of us in order to the enjoy- 
ment of thoſe bleſſings and promiſes: but de- 
care expreſly, that this Faith ſignifies, not a 
mere ſpeculative allent to the trudt of the 
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They extol the 
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Goſpel, but a hearty and practical compliance 
With the whole method of Salvation held forth 


to us through Jeſus Chriſt. There is no con- 


tradiction between the Epiſtles of St. Paul and 
St. James upon this point: they are found, 
on a fair ſtate of their doctrines, to agree in 
one meaning, and to ſpeak the ſame opinion, 


The works of the Fewiſh religion will not ſave | 
you, ſays St. Paul nor will the bare empty faith 


of a Chriſtian ſave you, ſaith St. Fames,—A 
Faith, which is fruitful of good works, wil 
ſave you, faith St. Pau! and good works, 
which are the proper fruits of Faith, will fave 
you, faith St. James. — It is plain, indeed, from 
i multitude of paſſages in the Epiſtles, that 
the Faith, by which Chriſtians are juſtihed 
and ſaved, is a lively and efficacious principle 
of religion; it is ſuch a receiving of Chriſt as 


determineth the heart to walk in him; it is 2 


faith, which purifieth the ſoul, and is made per- 
feet by good works; which they, who have be- 
lieved in God, fheuld be careful to maintain, fir 


theſe things are good and profitable unto men. 
Ihe laſt book of the New Teſtament is 
called, The Revelation of St. John, from his 


own declaration in the firſt verſe of it; The 
Revelation of Feſus Chriſt, which God gave unts 
him, and which he fignified by his angel unto his 
fervant John.—St. John was diſtinguiſhed by 


the honourable appellation of the Beloved di. 


ciple; he lay in the boſom of his Lord, and 
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The £ 


from tt 
was tre 
nently 
ſublime 
were m 
The 
Revela 
fobn | 
improv 
the fan 
faith at 
and ar 
veranc 
myſter 
beyonc 
human 
in all : 
mined 
ings; 
have 
man. 
deſcrit 
which 
of it t 
were, 
In 
with. 1 
Bleſſe 
charg. 
ſenten 


altera 


- 


The Epiftles and Revelation of St. Jonhx. 199 


from thence the ſacred love of God and man | 


was transfuſed into his breaſt : he was emi- 
nently endued with his Maſter's ſpirit, and the 


ſublimer myſteries of his univerſal vn aa D 


were made known to him. 
There are ſeveral Epiſtles in this book of 


Revelation to the churches of Aja, which 


John had planted, or at leaſt cultivated and 


improved. The ſubject of them is very nearly 


the fame, being either a commendation of their 
faith and virtue, or a reproof for their failings, 
and an exhortation to repentance and perſe- 
verance. But ſeveral parts of this book are 
myſterious and prophetical, and appear to be: 


beyond the reach and compreiention of any 
human capacity. Many pious and learned men 
in all ages of the church, have diligently exa- 


mined and endeavoured to explain theſe writ- 
ings; but we have reaſon to believe, that they 
have never yet been fully underſtood by any 
man. They ſeem, however, in general, ta 
deſcribe the ſtate of the church at that time in- 
which they were written; and the future ſtate 
of it to the end of the world; the things that 
were, and the things that ſhould be hereafter, 
In the concluſion of this wonderful book, 


with which the canon of ſcripture cloſes, our 
in the moſt awful manner, 


Bleſſed Lord, 


charges the Apoſtles to denounce a. dreadful 
tentence of condemnation againſt any deſigned 


alteration af the Word of God. F any man 
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ſhall add unto theſe things, God ſball add unto 
Him the plagues that are written in this bao + 
and if any man fhall take away from the words 
| of the book of this Prophecy, God ſhall take away 


his part out of the boo, of life. —Y ou have now 


the whole revelation of Chriſt, abundantly ſuf- 
ficient fo mate you wiſe unto Salvation, Re- 
ceive it as a facred truſt, to be preſerved in- 
violdte: and never be, terapted, by a deſire of 


ſoothing your own pailions or the paikons of 


others, to add to it, or to take from it. You 


are now to expect no more interpoſitions ; no 


further prophecies; no new revelations; for 
they are needleſs, — There will be no more ſa- 
erifice for ſin; no other ſcheme of ſalvation; 
no other offer of mercy. But when our Lord 
ſhall come again, He will come in his glorious 
. majeſty to judge both the quick and dead, and. 


to gide to every man according to his worë. And 


He, who. teſtißeth theſe things, ſaith, ſurely I 


come quickly. —To which gracious aſſurance 


the devout heart of the Evangeliſt immediately 


replies and may the heart of every one reply. 
Amn. Even fo, coms Lord Feſus. 
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THE CONCLUSION, 


in- A LL Seripture i is given by Inſpiration of Cod. 
Inſpiration is a divine influence, convey= 

of ing to the mind ſuch a degree of knowledge, 
ou as it could not, at that time, have attained by 
no the uſual exerciſe of its faculties. The Apoſ- 
tor tles and Evangeliſts wrote under this facred 
Ja- influence: and Chriſtians in all ages have 
on; } reverenced their writings, and conſtantly ap- 
ord peated | to them, as the infallible . or 
ous God. 1 

and. I God ſent his Son from Heaven with a a- 
\nd vine revelation for the benefit of all men, would 
Ie not take care, that the DoCtrines He taught, 
nee T and the Facts which confirmed his miſſion, 
ey J ſhould be preſerved in authentic records? If 
Ply. He intended, that the Scriptures ſhould be a 
ſtandard of faith and a rule of life for the in- 
ſtruction of all nations and all ages, would He 
not guide the Hands of His penmen, and ſe- 
cure them from error? It is certain, that the 
Apoſtles received a ſupernatural aſſiſtance in 
preaching the Goſpel; for God himſelf bore 
witneſs to them, enabled them in a moment, 


by the effuſion of the Holy Spirit, to ſpeak an - 
| mg 
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amazing variety of languages, and to work 
all kinds of miracles: and is it reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that leſs care would be taken of their 


writing than of their ſpeaking ?*—We have 


ſtrong reaſon therefore to conclude, that the 
Apoſtles wrote, as they were moved'by the Holy 
G; and that the Scripture is not the word 
of man, but the word of God. And-as God 
is a Being of infinite knowledge, who: cannot 


| be. deceived Himſelf, and of infinite goodneſs, 


who will not deceive His creatures, it fol- 
lows, that His Word, like Himſelf, is Light 
and Truth, and in it is no. falſhood or error 
at, all, 

Several 1 have how raiſed concern- 
ing the Nature and Degree of the Inſpiration 
of Scripture : but the plain account of the 
matter feems to bez that in cafes which were 
entirely 
their underſtanding, they wrote from the im- 
mediate ſuggeſtion of the Holy Spirit: and, 
in caſes, where They themſelves had perfect 


1 5 knowledge, That ſacred perſon only ſo far pre- 


ſided over their minds, as to ſecure them from 
miſtake and error, leaving them to the free 


ulſe of their own reaſon, and to expreſs their 
thoughts in their own words. 


And as all Scripture is given by the inſpiration 


Gods fo is it profitable for doctrine, for repro 


for cor reftion, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs. 


It is ſufficient rule both of faith and practice: 
3 a com- 


New to the Apoftles, and beyond 


2 com 
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2 complete meaſure of what is neceſſary to be 
believed or done by us; that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good 
works, and become wiſe unto ſalvation, 


What a ſatisfaction muſt it be to have in 
our hands a book, containing the expreſs will 


of God concerning us! What a comfort to 
be fafely guided through the mazes of i igno- 
rance and darkneſs, and to have the Word of 
Truth for a lamp to our feet, and a light to our 
paths! How thankful ſhould we be for it! 
How careful to direct our thoughts and ac- 
tions by it! How attentive in peruſing thoſe 
holy Oracles, which offer peace and .pardon 
to the penitent, and bring life and immortality 


to light! 
The Church of Rome debars the common 


people from reading the Bible: ſhe locks up 


the Scriptures from them, and zates the bey. 
knowledge out of their hands, inſiſting, that they 
have no right to judge for themſelves in mat- 


ters of faith, and ought to ſubmit implicitly 5 


to her interpretations and deciſions. The 


members of that church endeavour to ſupport 


this opinion by two or three texts in the New 


Teſtament: ſo that they would convince you 
from Scripture, that you have no right to 


judge of ſcripture : which is a manifeſt ab- 
ſurdity.— But only conſider.— When St. Paul 
tells you, Prove all things, does it mean, ſhut 


your eyes, and 885 the directions of the 


church 


— 
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being well aſired, 
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church blindfold ?!—When our Saviour tells 
us, Search the Scriptures, does He mean, 


never look into them at all? — And when He 
ſays, Why even of yourſelves judge ye not what 


is right, does he command us to believe with- 
out inquiry, and to receive the doctrines of 
others, without uſing our own reaſon and 
judgment? 


The Church of England, on the contrary, 


invites men to read the Bible, to prove the 


doctrines, whether they be- of God, and to 


believe upon a rational conviction of the truth. 


She appeals to the Scriptures in all queſtions, 
which are proper to be tried by 
chearfully ſubmits all her Articles and Ordi- 


them ; and 


nances to the teit of the written word of God; 
| that the more ſhe is tried 
and underſtood, the more ſhe will be approv- 


ed; and that every ingenuous inquirer wil 
become a firm and 1 defender. 


We ſhould take care, however, to peruſe the 


ſacred volumes with great humility and cau- 
tion, without any prepoſſeſſion and prejudice; 


not ſtraining and torturing any paſſages, in or- 


| der to bend them to our own favourite opini- 


ons, but following Scripture whitherſoever it 
Whoever reads the Bibl. 


with a view to collect from thence a ſyſtem of 
faith, and determine truly what is neceflary to 
be believed, let him not pick out fingle texts 
or ſome little ſcraps and ſeparate portions ; nor 

| let 
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kt him expound any difficult places in oppo- 
ſition to thoſe which are clear and eaſy to be 
underſtood : but let him conſider the nature 
and deſign of the whole revelation, and attend 
to the coherence and connection of the parti- 
cular diſcourſe which he is reading, the occa- 
ſion of its having been written, and the true 
ſcope and deſign of each paſſage. Let him 
alſo read at once a whole bock, or a whole 


I epiſtle, or at leaſt to the end of proper periods, 


ſo as to diſcover the thread of reaſoning, and 
have an entire view of the ſubject: and let him 
make it an inviolable rule to explain doubtful 
and obſcure parts by thoſe which are expreſſed 
in the cleareſt and moſt ſimple manner : for 
this muſt be allowed to be the moſt natural 
and reaſonable method of interpreting and un- 
derſtanding them. 

It is not neceſſary for men to enter into per- 
plexing controverſies about ſpeculative points, 
and things bard ta be underſtood. They may 
come to the knowledge of their faith, without 
the deep refinements of criticiſm. The way 
to ſalvation is plain and obvious. Common 
ſenſe and common honeſty are the main requi- 
ſites for finding it: and if they meet with any 


difficulties in their progreſs, let them with a4 


modeſt teachable temper, conſult their proper 
Miniſters, who have dedicated themſelves to 
ſtudies of this kind, and are appointed, under 
God, to inſtruct and comfort theſe. who are in 


doubt. 
Ll We 


An of the ſacred writings; for the end of all 
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We ſhould read the Scriptures alſo with at. 
tention. Inſtead of running over the words 
with a negligent indifference, as if we had no 
concern or intereſt in them, we ſhould collect 
our wandering thoughts, and conſider who it 


is that ſpeaks to us there, and what it is that 


he ſays.—If there be not a cloſe attention, 
there can be no improvement ; all our reading 


will make no impreſſion, and give no ſatiſ- 


faction. 
Eſpecially let us attend 1 to the practical + 


inſtruction, of all revelation itſelf, is the loye 


and practice of Virtue. This is the life and 


foul of all true religion: the very eſſence of 
that laſt and beſt diſpenſation. of the Goſpel, 
which is that Grace Od which bringeth ſalva- 


tion, teacheth us to live ſoberly, righteonſly, and 


godly 'in this preſent world. And then only 

ſhall we have ſtudied the Scriptures profitably 
and effectually, when we have learned to prac- 
tiſe the wifdom which is from above, and pu- 


r iſied our ſouls in obeying the truth through the 


t& 
fo 


Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the brethren, |}. 
To our own weak endeavours for this im- 
nt purpoſe, we ſhould add frequent and 


kenhent prayers to God for the powerful aſſiſt- 


e501 that g good Spirit, who indited theſe holy 
ngs, Fand make uſe of that admirable col- 
let, Which the charch>gecommends to thoſe, | 
who deſire. to / grow in che knowledge o 
them. 25 
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